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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 
_.. Sravre.or THE SxILLED Lazour MARKET IN APRIL. 
The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade © 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 
The state of employment as a whole remained: practically 
unchanged during April, being still materially better than at the 
corresponding period of any year since 1890. 
In the 114 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 455,157, 11,378 (or 2°5 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of April, about the same proportion 
as a month ago, compared with 3°2 per cent. in the 109 unions, 
with a membership of 416,741, from which returns were received 
for April 1896. 
Employment in Various Industries.— Coal Mining.—. 
Employment was better in almost every district 
than a year ago. e average number of days worked per week 
at pits po tye aah persons, was 4°84, compared with 4°69 
in April 1896. Unemployed miners in trade unions in Northum- 
berland and Durham amounted at the end of April to 0°9 per 
cent. of the membership, the same as at the end of March. The 
percentage at the end of April 1896 was 1°9. 
Iron Mining—Employment during April was practically the 
same as a year ago, the average number of days worked per week 
by 16,487 workpeople covered by the returns being 5°66, as com- 
pared with 5°82 in March, and 5°65 in April 1896, The falling 
off in the average number of days worked in April as compared 
with March is accounted for by the Easter holidays. The 
number employed was greater by 4°3 per cent. than a year ago. 
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In the Pig-Iron industry employment was about the same as 
a year ago, At the end of April the ironmasters making returns 
had 351 furnaces in blast, the same number as in April 1896. 
The number of workpeople employed was 22,275, compared with 
22,171 a year ago. Compared with the end of March, employ- 
ment is stationary, the number of furnaces in blast being the 
same, although the number of workpeople employed has decreased 
by 28. 

Employment at Steelworks was better than last month, and 
much better than a year ago. At 131 works 37,722 persons 
were employed at the end of April, or 473 more than at the end 
of March, and 2,495 more than at the end of April 1896. 


Employment at Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills fell oft 
slightly during the month. At 96 works 18,652 persons were 
employed at the end of April, or 661 less than at the end of 
March, and 255 more than a year ago. 


In the Tinplate trade there has been a further falling off in 
employment. The number of mills reported as at work at 
88 works at the end of April was 307, or 13 less than at the end 
of the previous month. 


Empioyment in the Engineering and kindred trades continues 
good, but ironfounders are not quite so well employed. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members in this group of trades at 
the end of April was 2°1, compared with 2°0 per cent. in March 
and 2°3 per cent. at the end of April 1896. 


Employment in the Shipbuilding trades has slightly improved. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
April was 4°9, compared with 5°0 per cent. in March. The per- 
centage in April 1896 was 7°4. 

Employment in the Building trades shows the usual seasonal 
improvement, and these trades are now very busy. The per- 
centage of unemployed in unions making returns for April was 
1:0, compared with 1°2 for March and 15 per cent. in April of 
last year. 

The Furnishing trades remain busy. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of April was only 0:5, 

_ compared with 0°7 in March and 0°9 at the end of April 1896. 


Employment in the Printing and Bookbindéng trades is unchanged 
and is fairly gocd for the season. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of April was 3°5, the same figure as 
in March. The percentage for April last year was 4:4. 

Employment in the Paper trade is scarcely so good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of April 
was 4°8, compared with 3:0 per cent. in March and 4°2 per cent. 
in April 1896. 

In the Glass trade employment, though still slack, has somewhat 
improved. The percentage of unemployed union members at 
the end of April was 11°6, compared with 12°6 in March and 
14°4 per cent. in April of last year. 
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Employment in the Leather trades has slightly fallen off, but 
is still good. The percentage of unemployed union members at 
the iol of April was 2‘9, compared with 2:1 in March. The 
percentage at the end of April 1896 was 41. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade is good 
in the Midlands, but quiet in Leeds and Bristol. In London em- 
ployment was good in the early part of the month, but fell off 
towards the close. In the bespoke branch employment generally 
is good, especially in London. 

‘Bplovinaah in the ready-made Tailoring trade continues 
good. In the bespoke branch it is fairly good. 

In the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade employment 
continues moderate ; in the Weaving branch it has declined. 

Employment in the Woollen trade is still dull, but has slightly 
improved, A slight improvement is also reported in the Worsted 
trade. Employment in the Hosiery trade is fair in some depart- 
ments, slack in others. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, infor- 
mation respecting 467 mills, employing about 78,000 women and 
girls, shows that 80 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 76 per cent. among those 
for whom returns were received for March and 92 per cent. 
for April 1896. 


Trade Disputes.—Eighty-five fresh disputes occurred in 
April 1897, involving 7,454 workpeople, as compared with 113, 
involving 31,636 workpeople, in March, and 84 disputes, involvin 
8,572 werkpeople, in April 1896. Twenty-five disputes too 
place in the building trades ; 8 in the mining industry ; 17 in the 
metal, engineering, and shipbuilding trades ; 10 each in the textile 
and clothing trades; 5 in connection with dock labour; 3 in the 
transport trade; and 7 in the miscellaneous group of industries. 
Of the 102 new and old disputes, involving 8,643 workpeople, of 
which the settlement is reported, 44, involving 2,416 persons, 
were successful from the point of view of the workpeople; 24, 
involving 2,171 persons, unsuccessful; and 34, involving 4,056 
persons, resulted in a compromise. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in rates of wages, 
affecting about 53,500 workpeople, were reported during April 
of which number about 52,500 received increases and 1,000 
sustained decreases. The net result of the changes is an advance 
estimated at 1s. 8}d. per head in the weekly wages of those 
affected. The increases include 33,000 building trade operatives 
and 15,000 workpeople engaged in the engineering and ship- 
building trades. A small decrease took place in the wages of 
blast-furnace men at Barrow-in-Furness. Changes affecting - 
1,000 workpeople took place under sliding scales, arbitration, 
&c.; and changes affecting about 1,600 workpeople were pre- 
ceded by strikes. The remainder, involving about 50,900 work- 
people, were settled by negotiation or otherwise. 
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IcELANDIC FISHERIES. 


The Board of Trade have issued the following circular with 
reference to the Trawl Fisheries in the neighbourhood of 
Iceland :— 

“Article 3 of the Icelandic law of November 1894, in relation 
to trawling, imposes a penalty on any fishing vessel found within 
the territorial waters of Iceland having a trawl on _ board, 
although not actually engaged in fishing at the time, unless it 
can be proved that she was seeking a harbour in distress. 

“It will be remembered that when the British training 
squadron visited the island last summer, Commodore Atkinson, 
who commanded it, entered into a temporary arrangement with 
the Governor of Iceland under which the application of this 
enactment to British trawlers was to be suspended so long as they 
did not trawl or interfere with the lines or nets of the Icelanders 
east of a line in Faxe Bay drawn from llunypa (near Keflavik) to 
Thormodssker Islet. 

This arrangement was assented to by most of the British 
trawlers then in the seas around Iceland, and involved their 
abstention for the time being from working on certain grounds 
outside territorial waters. 

““ As negotiations had been proceeding between the British and 
Danish Governments with respect to the law of 1894, the Board 
of Trade, in December last, proposed to the owners of trawlers 
visiting the neighbourhood of Iceland that Commodore Atkinson’s 
agreement should be observed by their vessels whilst the negotia- 
tions were pending. 

*¢ The representatives of a very large proportion of the owners 
at specially convened meetings, held at Grimsby and Hull, ex- 
pressed their readiness to respect, during the present season, the 
line specified in the agreement, but asked that, in consideration 
of their adopting this course, their vessels should be allowed to 
fish within the three-mile limit along the south coast between 
Westman Islands on the west and Papey Rocks on the east. 

“The views thus expressed by boat owners were communicated 
to the Danish Government, who have replied that they are not in 
a position to concede the desired liberty to fish within territorial 
waters. At the same time, that Government intimate their 
intention of proposing to the Althing (the Icelandic Legislative 
Assembly, which will meet next July) certain amendments of the 
3rd Article of the law of 1894. These amendments would 
except from the operation of the article— 

(1.) Vessels which, when merely passing from one fishing 
ground to another without stopping, traverse the territorial 
waters of Iceland by the strait between Westman Islands and 
the mainland, or by that between Reykjaues Point and the 
Fuglasker Rocks. 

(2.) a which, from the attendant circumstances, must. be 
looked upon as having entered territorial waters involuntarily 
or unknowingly, having been either set in by currents or 
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wind, or prevented by fog from perceiving the proximity of 
land. 


(3.) Vessels which have entered territorial waters in need of 
provisions or coal. This last privilege will not, however, be 
granted to the same vessel more than once in a season, and 
will be subject to the condition that she will only be allowed 
to take in sufficient provisions, water, and coal to enable ber 
to reach the nearest place out of Iceland. 

“Pending the consideration by the Althing of these proposed 
amendments, the Danish Government will instruct their cruiser 
to act in the sense of them. 

“Tt will be seen that, apart from any observance by British 
fishermen of Commodore Atkinson’s arrangement, the operation 
of the Icelandic law is to be in a considerable degree suspended ; 
and it is hoped that the fishermen will show their appreciation of 
the attitude of the Danish Government by carefully refraining 
from any conduct with which the Icelandic authorities could 
justly find fault. 

. The further negotiations between the British and Danish 
Governments will be continued, and it has been suggested that, 
with a view to the prevention of difficulties in the future, the 
regulations of the North Sea Fisheries Convention, with such 
modifications as may be necessary, should be applied to the 
Icelandic fisheries, 

“A. D. BEerRIneTon, 
“ An Assistant Secretary to the 
* April 1897. Board of Trade.” 


Tue Smyrna LIGHTHOUSE. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
telegram, dated April 29, from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Smyrna to the following effect :— 

“Lights of two igpiahipe and lighthouse at entrance of 
Smyrna Bay temporarily extinguished, and navigation at night is 
interdicted. 


Notice To SEAMEN. 


Extension of the Transmission of Wages Scheme to Antwerp, 
Dunkirk, Hamburg, and Rotterdam. 

The following notice has been issued by the Marine Department 
of the Board of Trade :—- 

“ After April’ 1897, seamen discharged from British ships at 
Antwerp, Dunkirk, Hamburg, and Rotterdam, with sufficient 
wages due, will be able to arrange to draw the balance of their 
wages at any mercantile marine office in the United Kingdom, 
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thus enabling them to proceed direct to their homes in Great 
Britain or Ireland as soon as the vessel is securely moored and 
their services are no longer required. - 

'“ A Board of Trade officer from the British Consulate will board 
the ship on her arrival at the port, and will give each seaman who 
avails himself of the system, steamboat and railway tickets, and 
cash for the journey. y 

“ A commission, at the same rate as that for seamen’s forei 
money orders (3d.:in the £), will be deducted for every 1/. trans- 


mitted, in order to meet expenses.” 


DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT BY BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT IN 
Favoctr or NaTivE MANUFACTURERS. 


With reference to the Bill for the encouragement of native 
industries in Bulgaria (a translation of which was published in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal ” for January 1895, Vol. X VIII, p. 76), 
which had been accepted by the Sobranie with a few modifica- 
tions, a despatch, dated 19th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Agent at Sofia, 
in which he states that it has now been brought to his notice that. 
one of these modifications is of considerable importance to British 
manufacturers offering tenders for Government contracts. As 
published in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the first paragraph 
of Article 5 of the Bill runs as follows :— eR 

“The products of these factories have, in respect to the 
requirements of the State, or of the communes, the preference 
over foreign products, if they are of equal quality with the latter, 
and if their price is not more than 15 per cént. above the latter, 
the Customs duties paid on the latter being deducted.” 

In the law as passed, and now in force, the following words 
were substituted for the words in italics :—‘even though they 
(the native manufactures) are 15 per cent. dearer than the foreign 
goods, including the Customs dues laid upon these.” 

That is to say, in order to compete succéssfully with native 
manufactures for a Bulgarian Government contract, the foreign 
producer, after allowing in his price for Customs duties and all 
other expenses, must still be able to offer his es at a rate not 
less than 15 per cent. below that of the lowest Bulgarian tender. 


Tunvers ror AericurturaL Macutnery in But@arta. 
The Saiticy of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
er 


despatch from Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
stating that the Bulgarian Government invite tenders for the 
supply of four sets of portable engines and threshing machines, . 
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Tenders should be addressed to the Chef de Section d’Agri- 
culture, Ministére de Commerce et d’ Agriculture, Sofia, with the 
least possible delay. 
Further particulars may be seen at the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 and 6: 


TENDERS FUR TELEPHONIC SERVICE IN Rio DE JANEIRO: 
The Secre of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, 
enclosing a translation of an official notice setting forth the con- 
ditions under which tenders are invited for the telephonic service 
of that city and its suburbs. 

The tenders are to be presented by the 30th of June next, and 
the conditions may be inspected at the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 and 6. 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN THE SuEZ CANAL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a communication from. Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Aléxandria, in which he points out 
that, in the case of vessels touching at Egyptian ports or i 
through the Suez Canal, it is of the utmost importance that all 
declarations required by the regulations of the itime Sanitary 
and Quarantine Board of Egypt from masters and other respon- 
sible persons on such vessels should be made with the utmost 
‘ candour and most scrupulous exactitude, and that masters of 
vessels should carefully ama all the sanitary rules. 


AWARDS FoR GALLANTRY, 


. The President of the United States has, throngh the Foreign 
Office, made the following awards to members of British crews, 
in recognition of services rendered to crews of American vessels :— 

A gold watch and chain for Mr. John Ramsay Gordon, master, 
and gold medals for Mr. Octavius James Simpson, first mate 
Mr. John W. Robb, second mate, John Green, boatswain, an 
W. Luijeunt and John Dowling, seamen, of the s.s. “ Teviotdale,” 
of Glasgow, in recognition of their heroic services in effecting the 
rescue of the crew of the American schooner “Frank O. Dame,” 
of New London, Connecticut, on the 12th October last. . 

A binocular glass for Mr. James Fraser, master, gold medals 
for Mr. William E, Kerrie, first mate, and William F. Hiscock, 
boatswain, and silver medals for Thomas Waring and B. Chiser, 
seamen, of the s,s. “Jason,” of London, in recognition of their 
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heroic services in effecting the rescue of the crew of the American 
schooner “ Mary Sprague,” of Thomaston, Maine, on the 29th 
January last. 

A gold watch and chain for Mr. William Whitton, master, 
binocular glasses for Mr. T. W. G. Duffill, first mate, and Mr. 
Z. C. Pearson, third mate, and gold medals for J. B. Merriman, 

nter, F. Wheeler, boatswain, W. Sullivar, E. Fox, D. Smith, 

J. Barley, and H. Owen, seamen, of the ss. “ Colorado,” of 

‘ Hull, in recognition of their heroic services in effecting the rescue 

of the crew of the American schooner “ Fredonia,’ on the 
18th December last. 


THE Brazit1aAn Coastinc TRADE. 


A report, dated 12th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco, stating 
that the prejudicial working of the “Lei de Cabotagem” 
(Coasting Law) has caused those interested to bring their 

_ grievances forward, and strong representations have been made 
to the Federal Government, especially by those connected with 
the salt and jerked beef trade, with the result that the Govern- 
ment has temporarily made some concession by allowing foreign 
vessels to carry the two articles above mentioned from one 
Brazilian port to another. Advantage has been taken of this 
facility, and some foreign vessels have already been chartered to 
load salt coastwise. Whether Congress wil] continue to allow 
other than Brazilian vessels to trade on the coast remains to be 
seen; but if salt and jerked beef are allowed to be carried, it is 
expected that the same permission will be granted to other 
products. 


ADOPTION OF THE TWENTY-FOUR Hour CLock System 
In BELGIUM. 


A despatch, dated May 2 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty's Minister at 
Brussels, reporting that, since May 1 last, all clocks of the rail- 
way, telegraphic, and postal services of Belgium are run on the 
twenty-four hour system, as in Italy. 

This alteration in the system of counting the hours has 
raised little objection, but the public are disposed to think 
that it would have been wiser for a country so small as 
Belgium, and which is such a railway thoroughfare, to have 
waited until France, Germany, or Switzerland had adopted the 
new system. 
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Il.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for April show that the imports from foreign 
countries and British Possessions into the United Kingdom were 
valued at 35,136,555, as compared with 35,808,800/. in April 
1896, a decrease of 672,245/. or 1°9 per cent. ; while the exports 
of British and Irish produce and manufactures were valued at 
19,700,122/., as against 18,450,227/. in April 1896, an increase of 
1,249,895/, or 6°8 per cent. The exports of foreign and colonial 
merchandise rose from 5,388,062/. in April 1896 to 7,308,181. 
in April 1897, an increase of 1,920,119J., or about 35°6 per cent. | 

With regard to the imports, the following categories show an 
increase in value as compared with April 1896 :—Articles of 
food and drink (duty free) have increased by 1,375,073/.; manu- 
factured articles, 562,763/.; articles of fodd and drink (dutiable), 
230,627/.; chemicals, dyestuffs, aud tanning substances, 79,4981. ; 
animals, living (for food), 42,8531.; metals, 18,287/.; and tobacco 
(dutiable), 3,8747. On the other hand, the value of the imports 
of raw materials for textile manufactures for last month amounted 
only to 5,304,501/. as compared with 7,911,840/. in April 1896, 
a decrease of 2,607,3392 Miscellaneous articles have decreased 
253,6510.; oils, 106,1372; raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures, 16,933/. ; and parcel post, 1,1607. 

The increases in the imports of articles of food and drink (duty 
free) are fairly evenly distributed among the various articles, the 
principal being Indian corn or maize, 390,954/.; bacon, 184,404. ; 
butter, 174,248/. ; and beef, fresh, 166,8797. Wheat and wheat- 
meal and flour, oats, hams, apples, and rice show also considerable 
increases, but unrefined sugar has declined 128,2551.; mutton, 
fresh, 102,880/. ; and the imports of barley and cheese show also 
decreases. 

The decrease in the imports of raw materials for textile 
manufactures is due to the decline in the imports of cotton, raw, 
which were valued at 1,037,8720. less than in April 1896, and of 
sheep and lambs’ wool, which shows a decrease of 1,478,301/. 
This difference is not difficult to account for as in the earlier 
months of. the year the shipments appear to have been heavier 
than is usually the case and the aggregate value of the imports 
of this class for the first four months of 1897 is still in excess of 
that of the corresponding period of 1896. : 

Taking now the exports for the month of April 1897, as com- 
pared with the panics wove period of 1896, all the categories 
of merchandise show an increased value except that of apparel and 
articles of personal use, which has decreased 78,8951. Animals, 
living, have increased in value 3,309/. ; articles of food and drink, 


* See also pp. 617-618. 
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109,1501.; raw materials, 296,327/.; yarns and textile fabrics, 
92,431/.; metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 241,677/.; machinery and mill work, 83,1491. ; 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations,.141,0201. ; 
all other articles, either manufactured or partly manufactured, 
333,563/. ; and parcel post, 28,1641. 

The increase of 355,3031. in the exports of woollen and worsted 
tissues, as compared with the same month of the previous year, 
is more than counterbalanced by the decline of 487,474/. in the 
value of cotton piece goods exported; the increase in linen piece 
goods is 193,126/., but there are decreases in the value of the 
exports of cotton yarn, woollen and worsted yarn, and silk manu- 
factures. Throughovt the textiles, the most noticeable feature is 
the very large increase in the exports to the United States; for 
example, the value of the woollen tissues has increased from 
67,0007. in April 1896 to 227,000 in April 1897, and worsted 
tissues from 142,000/. to 532,000/.; while the shipments of linen 
piece-goods to that country amounted in value to 326,000/. last 
month, as compared with 121,000/. in April 1896. In metals, the 
chief increase is in iron, wrought and unwrought, and this 
amounted to 202,136/. 

As previously noticed, the net increase in the value of the 
exports of foreign and colenial merchandise in April 1897, as 
compared with April 1896, is 1,920,119, or 35°6 per cent. 

With regard to the trade for the four months ending 30th 
April last, the imports were valued at 152,964,7811, as compared 
with 148,126,142/ in April i896, an increase of 4,838,639/. 
Articles of food and drink (duty free) show, for the four. months, 
an increase of 1,584,923/. ; articles of food and drink (dutiable), 
660,640/.; tobacco, dutiable, 56,0511; metals, 532,392/.; raw 
materials for textile manufactures, 1,424,599/, ; raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 133,5141.; and manufac- 
tured articles, 1,660,647. But animals, living, have decreased in 
value 201,558/.; chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning substances, 
349,3311. ; oils, 497,3431. ; miscellaneous articles, 141,302/.; and 
parcel post, 14,5937. 

Taking, now, the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, and still comparing the same two periods of four 
months in 1897 and 1896, it will be seen that there is a total 
decrease of 752,127/. Animals, living, have increased, 57,0001. ; 
articles of food and drink, 179,810/.; raw materials, 572,8622,; 
metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except machinery), 
655,721/.; machinery and millwork, 581,380/.; chemicals and 
chemical and medicinal preparations, 198,088/. ; and parcel post, 
148,329/. On the other hand, the exports of yarn and. textile 
fabrics show a decline of 2,857,608/.; of apparel and articles of 
personal use, 226,694/., and of all other articles either manufac- 
tured or partly manufactured, 61,015/. 
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IIL—COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE 
ABROAD. | 


The following memorandum, based on information contained in 
official reports, has been prepared for publication in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ” :— 

The competition with British trade in foreign countries, which. 
is generally believed to be always on the increase, should be a 
matter for the serious consideration of British manufacturers an 
exporters. 

Entire countries, especially in the New World, which at one 
time might almost have been considered the “ preserves” of the 
English merchant, are now overrun by the agents and travellers 
of Germany and the United States; and, as regards the former 
country, there is no doubt that she owes much of her success in 
her new commercial enterprises in foreign lands to the traveller, 
who acts as her agent in advance. He may be almost said to be 
ubiquitous ; he is certainly more at hand, so to speak, than his 
British rival; he and his catalogues are polyglot, and as a rule 
understood by the native of whatever country he happens to be 
in at the moment; whereas the British commercial traveller will 

enerally exhibit a list of goods printed in the. language of 
i tat which he can only explain in the same tongue, 
whether the person with whom he wishes to trade be a French- 
man, Spaniard, Italian, or Turk. The German, again, asa rule 
_ will agree to easy methods of payment ; the Englishenan insists 
upon cash down, The German will endeavour first to find out 
what, kind of article his customer wants, and then, as far as 
ible, will see that he gets it ; but the Englishman will produce 
i icles, made after English ideas, which, according to him, 
are the best, and, with him, it is a case of “take it or leave it.” 
The German (and the American too) will seek to give an attractive 
appearance to his goods, and one. likely to “catch the eye” of 
the buyer; but the complaint is made that the Englishman, feeling 
sure that his merchandise is really better in every way than the 
other—-which, as a fact, it generally is—will not. always call in 
the aid,of an attractive outside, and is liable to. forget that it will 
be but a poor consolation to know of the superiority of an article 
which, after all, may remain on his hands unsold. 

Again, with regard to the question of packing goods for 
export,. American meréhants appear. to be far in advance of 
all others, more. especially in the case. of smaller iron and steel 
manufactures, and tools of all descriptions; and a recent report 
by the British Oonsul at Callao goes. far to confirm, the pre- 
ceding observations, as far, at any rate, as Peru is concerned, 
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‘The Consul states that in the tool trade, British makers 
are losing ground fast. Boring, carpenters’ and builders’ tools 
are now imported from the United States in much larger quantities 
than was the case formerly. Merchants in Peru prefer applying 
to the United States for these articles, on account of neatness of 
make, cheapness, and mode of packing. There can be no doubt 
whatever that tools and hardware imported into Peru from the 
United States and Germany are better packed than English 
goods. It would seem an easy matter to bestow more care upon 
such trifling details, if it be true that the success or loss of a 

ticular trade may often turn on an immaterial circumstance. 
ery alietam are also imported from the United States, as it 
appears that the British manufacturer is either unable or unwilling 
to make the kind of plough which is in demand in that country. 
Steel sheets of inferior quality, but which answer the purpose for 
which they are required, are now imported into Peru from the 
United States at a lower price than is paid for iron sheets from 
England. Door locks are an important article, but the English 
locks sent are said to be old-fashioned, and dearer than American, 
German, and French locks of the same pattern. ‘The American 
lock appears to be well finished—at all events it is well varnished, 
—whilst the English article has certainly a most wretched 
appearance. 
ynamite is principally of British manufacture, but both 
American and German makers are now pushing their production 


into competition. German and French manufacturers compete 
very gg with British manufacturers of light, portable 
t 


railway plant, although their make is said to be not so durable. 
Saw-mill machinery is imported from the United States, but the 
demand for it is very limited. On the whole, the consul is of 
opinion that British trade in Peru still occupies the foremost 
rank, and that its prospects are fair. The efforts made, however, 
by foreign competitors to assail this position are so persistent that 
British manufacturers would do well to pay the greatest attention 
to the requirements of the local market, if they wish to maintain 
their preponderance. Some of the manufactured goods from 
Great Britain, with which other nations cannot easily compete, 
are woollen baizes from Halifax, white and grey cottons, prints, 
and carpets. Some 20 years ago efforts were made to introduce 
a German imitation of Halifax baizes, but it never took well. 
The United States furnish a grey cotton of excellent quality, but 
too expensive to sell freely. e German houses themselves 
import cotton and woollen goods from England. —_ machinery 
and steam ploughs for sugar-cane fields are chiefly of British 
manufacture; mining machinery comes also principally from 
England, particularly heavy pumping plants, which serve for 
any kind of deep mining; but certain articles which are used 
exclusively for silver mining are purchased by some miners in 
Germany and in the United States, both of which countries, 
having similar industries, are supposed to know best from 
experience what is required. 


+ d 
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English beers are seldom imported into Peru now, as they are 
too strong, and cost much more than the light German and 
Norwegian beers which are so greatly in demand in Peru. Thirty 
years ago large consignments of Bass’s, Allsop’s, and Tennant’s 
ales were imported, but no German beers. Now it is the 
contrary. No English ales are imported in any quantity. 
Dublin and London stout comes in, but the orders are insignificant. 

The sugar and rice bags, which formerly came from Great 
Britain in large quantities, are gradually disappearing from the 
Peruvian market. They are being replaced by the Calcutta bags, 
which are sold at about 1d. cheaper. 

But the countries of the West are not the only regions in which 
the British trader meets with this keen competition, for it exists 
equally in the Far East. The British Consul at Amoy states that 
one reason of the success of foreigners as against British, in the 
trade in small articles in his district, and, indeed, throughout China 
generally, is that a feeling exists among the British that it is more 
genteel to deal in certain commodities than in others. Thus, at 
home a brewer holds a higher social position than a grocer or 
haberdasher. In China, dealers in tea and silk formed the English 
commercial aristocracy, and articles other than the two above named 
were called “ muck and truck,” and it was considered derogatory 
to deal in them. The trade in them was consequently taken up by 
foreigners, who naturally imported goods made in their respective 
countries. This policy is, however, in the process of being 
modified. 

Again, with regard to the observance of small details, the 
same official writes that though needles do not appear in the 
returns published by the Imperial Maritime Customs, there is no 
doubt there is a large import of them into the country. They 
are brought in the personal baggage of returned emigrants from 
the Straits Settlements, and in the baggage of traders who go to 
Hong Kong to purchase their wares. It is stated that most of 
these needles are of German manufacture, but there is no doubt 
that Engiand could compete in the market if her manufacturers 
would take the pains to do up the néedles in packets to suit the 
ultimate purchasers, and would be careful to have attractive 
wrappings and trade marks suitable to the Chinese taste. 

or is the aspect of affairs very different if we take the cases 
of countries nearer home. 

The commercial relations between England and Portugal are 
still suffering from undue depression, and on this subject the British 
Consul at Lisbon has embodied in a recent er the following 
observations with regard to measures which should be taken to 
remedy such a state of affairs and restore vitality to English 

e, 

These measures would, seem to lie chiefly in the direction of 
greater facilities in the way of credit, the study of the proper 
class of goods to be supplied, and of the form in which they 
can be best furnished, so as to meet the Custom-house require- 
ments, 
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As regards the question of credit, it is not to be expected that 
English houses will ever bring themselves to offer the facilities 
given by the manufacturers of certain other nationalities, who will 
supply to almost anyone without requiring references, and who 
are always ready to renew acceptances when their clients cannot 
pay to the day. eis’ 

But as regards the nature of these article:, much may be done 
to meet the demand for light goods occasioned by the stringent 
duties. It should also be burne in mind that among the less 
wealthy classes in the Portuguese towns especially, the love of 
dress and finery is more conspicuous than in northern countries. 
The chief idea is to keep pace with the fashion ; consequently, 
stuffs are not required to last longer than a seaso1, and durability 
is of less importance than first cost. 

Even in machinery the same tendency is observable to al 
extent, though the sensible majority of manufacturers sedfan’ the 
heavy English machine instruments, notwithstanding the added 
expense in duties, to the lighter and less durable articles imported 
from other countries. 

The market has also to be studied in other ways, which will be 
better understood by an instance being given. ; , 

A gentleman wished to obtain from England some lace window- 
curtains, In the catalogues to which he referred, he found all 
the quotations for curtains with taped edges. Now the untaped 
article passes the Custom-house at a duty of about 5s, 4d. per 
kilog., whereas the taped curtain is considered to be “made up” 
goods, and, as such, pays three times that sum. The would-be 
purchaser in this case asked a Nottingham house to supply the 
curtains without tape, but was met with the condition that he 
should take a minimum quantity of six pairs of each pattern 
selected. 

This instance refers, it is true, to a very small transaction; but 
with the facilities afforded by the parcel post, and the economy 
resulting from direct communication between the furnisher and 
the consumer, such small transactions could be brought to sum up 
to a very important total, if details such as that of the taped 
edges were not a source of difficulty. 

Again, some goods, such as passementerie, are not allowed in 
the Gigote to be separated from the cards, &c., on which they 
are wound or folded; it becomes, therefore, of importance that 
these should be made as light as possible. 

With regard to sewing-thread wound upon reels, it is manifest 
that the lighter the reel the cheaper will the thread come out. 
Other instances of the kind will suggest themselves, when once it 
is remembered that the duty is charged by weight, 

The boxes, cases, and so forth in which goods “are packed also 
pay duty, and are an item to be considered. Ina recent instance, 
a series of packages were ordere:! to be delivered to a shipping 
agent, who was instructed to forward all of them in one case. 
Some of the goods delivered were in small boxes, which were 
inserted in the case just as they were received ; and each of those 
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boxes paid, as manufactured woollen goods, a larger sum in duty 
than they had originally cost. 

Reverting to the all-important question of commercial travellers, 
the fact am to be that England seems to be very inadequately 
represented on this head, as compared with her rivals. ithout 
insisting on that superior commercial education, as regards know- 
ledge of foreign languages and the habits and customs of the 
countries visited, which appear to be a distinguishing mark-of 
German travellers, it may also be urged that the latter are far 
more numerous and spread themselves over a much greater extent 
of country than do their English rivals, who sometimes even seek 
to save expense and trouble by employing agents and travellers 
of a nationality other than English. On this point, the English 
consul at Vera Cruz speaks strongly in a recent report. He says: 
“ British trade in Mexico suffers from the exercise of too much 
economy in the employment of agents .and travellers, and too 
little regard being paid to the question of nationality ; for there is 
no doubt that in commercial competition this question has a 
greater influence than is generally acknowledged. 

“ British merchants anxious to secure or to hold a footing in . 
the market should be prepared to give adequate remuneration for 
services rendered, and they should realise the fact that, although 
competition reduces commissions and salaries, there is a fair . 
charge below which capable and disinterested services are not to 
be dniants and they will find it more to their interest to employ © 
at a higher cost agents and travellers of their own nationality, 
and who, perbaps, may have an interest in the business, than to 

lace their interests and, perhaps, the secrets of their trade, in the 
we of foreigners at a salary totally, inadequate to retain their 
entire services, and who are naturally biassed. io favour of th 
trade of their countrymen. ; 

“With very few exceptions, the class of agents and travellers 
required are not to be found in Mexico, and although a knowledge 
of local businees methods and of the language of the country is 
necessary, this can be easily and quickly acquired ; whilst what 
is absolutely necessary is an agent with a thorough knowl of 
the business in hand, of business methods in England, and who 
holds the confidence of his employers. In fact, British merchants 
and manufacturers must be prepared to go to certain expenses in 
this direction, and to be more energetic in collecting information 
themselves through confidential oak commtenh agents, and then 
they would find that there are few trades in the country that do 
not offer an opening to fair and successful competition.” 

The English Consul at Trebizond, after stating in his report 
that commerce in 1896 was almost completely paralysed by the 
gravity of the political situation, adds that the inhabitants, plunged 
deeper than ever intd poverty, and scught cheapness, the non- 
Moslems going to the extent of buying the worst to lose the least, 
in their pace Pad of possible distur s. Competition under 
such conditions lost much of itg keenness. British goods in 
particular coped with ill-success against those of Germany and 
Austria, especially as the latter, though intrinsically inferior, look 
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the same and are in prices lower. Thus, slowly but surely, is 
England being pushed out of these markets—a fact which should 


_ make British traders consider how to render their position less 


untenable, Nowadays the seller seeks the buyer, and not the 
buyer the seller. In other words, British manufacturers would do 
well to adapt themselves more extensively to the modern method 
of canvassing for customers by sending out commercial travellers, 
appointing local agents, furnishing sample goods, and accepting 
not only large but small orders. ‘The wishes of clients should be 
met in the minutest details, but the reputation of superiority 
attached to English-made articles should by no means be impaired. 
The object of British traders need only be at present to keep in 
touch with the markets, and hold their own until better times— 
that is, when prosperity will make the inhabitants more critical in 
their selection of wearing apparel, household utensils, farming 
implements, and other wares, 

The English consul at Jerusalem, in a report received last 
month at the Foreign Office, notices the downward tendency of 
British trade with Palestine, and, on the other hand, an increase 
in the trade in German goods, which is, as far as that country is 
concerned, unquestionably due to the system adopted by German 
mercantile firms of sending out commercial travellers to exhibit 
samples of manufactures, and to study the wants and market 
prices of the places visited. 

The number of commercial travellers who visited Palestine in 
1896 of different nationalities is as follows :—English, 4; German, 
29; Austrian, 18 ; Freneh, 13 ; Swiss, 3; Italian, 2; and 
Belgian, 1. 

Two of the English commercial travellers represented five 
London firms, and the other two, one a Liverpool, and the other 
a Scotch firm. It is evident, therefore, that the system adopted 
by Germany explains the gradual increase of the trade in German 

ods, for the only efficient way of learning the wants of the 
markets of different countries is by sending out persons with 
technical knowledge and training, who at a glance can tell what 
is required, and can inform their employers accordingly. B 
careful enquiries, moreover, on the spot the solvability and 
respectability of merchants and traders can be ascertained, and 
long credits given if necessary. 

The system adopted by British firms, of advertising largely 
by means of circulars, does, it is admitted, help to promote 
trade, and in come countries perhaps more so than in others, but 
it can never have the same effect as the employment of travelling 
agents, romey acquainted with the wishes and views of their 

rincipals, and possessing a knowledge of foreign languages. 
best expenditure in the printing and distribution abroad of 
elaborately .got-up circulars, giving information only in the 
English language, and a little more outlay in the employment of 
competent travelling agents, would, it is stated, be of consider- 
able benefit to British trade. , 

Finally, there is the question of ery Se and on this subject 
the remarks of Her Majesty’s Consul at Barcelona are very much 
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to the point. In a recent report to the Foreign Office, he points 
out that there are many firms who are moving in the ag direc- 
tion in the way of catalogues, and some are very nearly perfect, 
yet much remains to be done by the majority of manufacturers. 
pe: | ought to bear in mind that it is almost useless sending out - 
catalogues in English. More care ought to be observed in the 
translations, whigh are often evidently confided to persons entirely 
ignorant of machinery, with the result that Anglo-Spanish 
catalogues are often as funny and incomprehensible as Germano- 
English. It is absolutely necessary, for the proper translation of 
machinery catalogues, that the translator should understand not 
only the language but also the machinery. Again, some other- 
wise valuable catalogues are spoilt by the weights and dimensions 
being given in English, instead of bing reduced to the metric 
system, whilst production is stated per day or week, without 
specifying the hours, and consumption for gas or petroleum 
mnotors is given in pence “ per horse-power,” instead of in cubic 
metres of gas or litres of petroleum. In many, also, the vague 
statement is found, “ packing and delivery extra,” but no amount 
1s given. 

As many makers may hesitate at the cost of translations into 
various foreign languages, it may be of use to them to know that 
French is usually fairly understood by the industrial population. 
A catalogue in that language, if properly translated, and with the 
weights and measures according to the metric system, will, as 
J general rule, be sufficient for Spain, certainly in the Barcelona 

istrict. 

‘The Consul at Barcelona goes on to say: “ English firms show 
themselves chary as a rule of giving clear information about any 
improvement they offer. They aa the merits of the same, but 
do not condescend to give any practical explanation. Whereas, to 
convince a buyer of its advantages, a diagram or drawing would, as 
a rule, be worth pages of testimonials, which no one reads. 

“Finally, a mass of loose leaves of various sizes and colours, 
and page after page of testimonials, usually find their way straight 
into the waste-paper basket. The pores a which stands the 
best chance of being kept and consulted is the smali or medium- 
sized pamphlet or ick. in which prices, packing and delivery 
charges f.o.b. to English port, gross and net weights and cubic 
measurements are all clearly stated ; all weights and dimensions 
being metrical. Copies of testimonials are useless, a well- 
digested list of users being of more value to convince the 
purchaser. 

“A very number of firms have adopted the plan of 
writing to the Consul and asking for the names of dealers in 
their particular line of goods in his district, and have then com- 
municated with the firms: whose names the Consul has forwarded 
to them. Next to sending travellers to seek for custom, this 
appears to be the best method of bringing goods to the notice of 
buyers, and although it greatly increases the consular corre- 
spondence, such information is always readily given.” 
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IV.—BRITISH AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY 
ABROAD, 


It is not so long ago that British agricultural machinery and im- 
plements were believed to reign supreme on foreign markete, and 
that the harvests of all the great grain-producing countries of 
the world were gathered and threshed by means of machinery 
imported principally, if not entirely, from the United Kingdom, 

At a time like the present, when it is said that important new 
fields in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe are shortly to be 
opened to this particular branch of industry, it may not be out of 
place to enquire how far this position has been maintained. , 

The following table shows the value of the exports of agri- 
cyltural machinery to the principal European countries for, the 
quinquennial period 1892—1896. 


Exports of Agricultural Machinery of all kinds from 
United Kingdom. 


| 1892. | 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 


£ 
162,953 | 300,767 381,847 193,361 
' 469,224 | 307,919 358,472 271,872 
, 128,662 | 133,996 131,481 130,952 
19,734 13,087* 30,982 10,121 
83,627 26,564 17,566 44,283 
44,885 24,119 50,283 53,226 


* Steam engines only. 


The decline in the cases of Russia and Germany is sufficiently 
marked, especially in the latter country, where, if one excepts the 
figures for 1894—-which appears to have been a remarkably good 
year on all markets for this branch of export—there has been a 
steady falling off in the past few years, a slight upward tendency 
in 1896 excepted ; the value for 1891 was 466,418. 

The exports to France maintain about the same level, with an 
upward tendency in the year 1895; while, as regards Spain, the 
sudden fall in this case is perhaps due to the prezent unsettled 
state of the country, owing to the revolution in Cuba. 

The exports to Lialy in 1895 and 1896, on the other hand, show 
a decided improvement, and in this connection it appears that a 
favourable moment has now arrived when this branch of British 
trade can be still further extended. 

At almost each important agricultural centre in Italy there is 
a Consorzio Agrario—a co-operative association among farmers,— 
and 109 of these associations are now federated on co-operative 
principles, the headquarters being at Piacenza. Their object is, 


Russia ~ - 

Germany - = - 

France - 

Italy - - 

Austrian territories - : 
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-by combined effort and increased capital, to develop agriculture 
on improved modern methods; © | ta 
J. H. Towsey, British Viee-Consul at: Spezia, iin a 
‘report to the Foreign Office, dated 12th April last, states that on 
recent visits he paid to the secretaries of the Chambers of }Com- 
merce of Parma and Piacenza (two important centres of the 
-agricaltural district of Emilia), to the director. ofithe Mederazione 
Italiana dei Consorzi Agrari at Piacenza; and ‘to: the directors of 
the Consorzio Agrario at both places, a wish was expressed-to be 
placed in direct communication with English manufacturers of 
agricultural machines, of chemical manures, mineral perphosphates, 
steel scorin, &c., for which there is.a good demand. «:It is: under- 
stood that these societies are willing: to comply with the ueual 
‘English conditions of payment., They wish, moreover, to: com- 
= direct with English importers of: agricultural -and dairy 
English steam engines, mowers, binders, threshers, hay rakes, 
are well known; they are, to a certaln extent, in general use; and 
appreciated ; but with the development of agriculture and extended 
-adoption of improved methods; such machines, as. well as manures, 
will doubtless be in greater demand; at present, for: instance; the 
js felt at Parma for manure distributors.,, A considerable 
‘quantity of English sulphate of copper,. Belgiam mineral :perphos- 
phate, German steel scorie, ground into powder (after treatment 
by Thomas’ process for making phosphate of lime), German potash 
and American nitrate of soda are imported; 'those from Great 
Britain, Belgium, and America go by sea to Genoa, and:are thence 
forwarded by rail to Piacenza. 1+ is said that if. these» imports 
could be had in England it would be preferable. Foreign 
machines, notably Sack’s ploughs, “ Otto” oil engines, ; French 
““ Vermorel ” portable pumps against “ peronospora,” are also in use. 
German merchants are beginning to introduce refrigerators, iron 
-and earthenware stoves for winter vuse,, sewing machines, 
ironmongery, portable gas stoves, electro-plated. ware, andi cycles. 
_. From this brief statement it will be seen that English: agri- 
cultural machines and some chemical products have.gained agood 
footing in the district. of Emilia; but they-are beginning to feel 
the effects of foreign competition, Under these -circumstances,it 
might be useful to draw the attention of English manufacturers 
to the wants of that district, in order that they: may retain their 
hold.on the market and cultivate their connection therewith...» 
Catalogues, price lists, with full conditions as to. payment— 
preferably in Italian or French—should \be sent to the followiag 
_ Al Direttore della Federazione Italiana dei. Consovzi Agrari 
Al Segretario della Camera-di Commercio, Piacenzg. 
Al Direttore del Consorzio Agrario. Piacenza...) 


_Al Segretario della Camera di Commercio, Parma, «i 
_Al Direttore del Consorzio-Agrario, Parma.) 
Al Direttore del Consorzio Agrario,, Reggio Emilia.‘ 
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Finally, judging by the intense heat experienced during the 
summer at those places, and by the fact that ice has to be procured 
in Milan, there is probably an opening for artificial ice-works ; in 
fact, it is said that a German firm is making enquiries with that 


To take other countries, the memorandum recently received at 
the Foreign Office from the Commercial Attaché at Vienna, and 


‘noticed on page 395 of the April number of the “ Board of Trade 


Journal,” should be carefully considered and the recommendations 
observed by intending exporters. Bulgaria is a new field for the 
development of the agricultural machinery industry, and British 
merchants have an excellent opportunity of securing, at any rate, 
their fair share of the trade. Tenders for portable engines and 
threshing machines have already been invited, particulars of which 


may be seen on p. 518 of the “ Board of Trade Notices” of this 


number. In Russia, again, the Germans appear to be serious com- 
itors. Inthe near future, when the Trans-Siberian railway shall 
ve opened up the vast Siberian grain fields, the trade of Russia 
in the agricultural machinery of other nations will be the most 
important in the world. As the United States Consul at 


Chemnitz remarks in a recent report: “She must buy. She 


« will buy, however, only where she knows or believe she will 
“ be best served. For years German intelligence has taught 
« the Teutons how to beat others in Russia’s markets, To 


_ German energy and German technical skill is due the fact 


that she has furnished Russia with three-fourths of her best 


-“ industry-developing forces. This, in turn, has given Germans 


“a not undeserved influence. At the Nijni-Novgorod fair of 
“ last year it was German-trained and German-supervised 


. © industries that won the highest prizes. ‘This was especially 


* true of the machine-building branches, in which a great 


_ © majority of the master mechanics and engineers are Germans.” 


The above is from the American point of view. The British 
Consul at Moscow, in a report on the same exhibition at Nijni- 
Novgorod, after describing the principal exhibits in the agricultural 
machinery and implements section, adds :— 

“From these exhibits it would appear that English makers 
can still do a trade in steam threshing machinery and high-class 
ploughs, provided they do not let German and Swiss competitors 
take their trade from them. Twenty years ago the farmers 
only bought English ploughs, but German makers constructed 
lighter copies of English models, and though these are neither 
as lasting nor as well finished as English goods, they have, owing 
to their low price and to the activity and energy of the German 
salesmen, driven English ploughs out of the market—at least, as 
far as the smaller Nt a are concerned.” 

Taking now the trade of the South American countries, some 
of the most important grain-producing centres of the world, the 
following table shows the value of agricultural machiuvery exported 
from ihe United Kingdom to Chile, Brazil, Uruguay, and 
Argentina, in the quinquennial period 1892—1896. 
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Exports of Agricultural Machinery of all kinds from 
United Kingdom. 
To 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 

Chile - ~ - 56,924 74,2382 21,770 | 30,209 18,670 
Brazil - - - 53,687 68,978 47,970 52,436 65,636 
Uroguay - -| 8,599 | 28,776 | 49,657 | 16,491 5,409 
Argentina - - | 165,595 398,418 397,509 158,721 52,532 


The most remarkable feature in the above table is seen in the 
drop in the exports to Argentina, which were nearly eight times 
as much in 1893 and 1894 as in 1896. In the countries enume- 
rated in the above table a formidable rival to British trade is not 
only Germany but the United States. American agricultural 
machinery, according to the reports of American agents and 
consuls, is well known and appreciated in other countries. The 
National Association of Manufacturers (Philadelphia) have been 
recently conducting investigations in South American countries 
with a view to ry vee American trade there, and in one of the 
reports resulting from these investigations the writer says : “ Our 
* gm ei machinery is so superior, and our prices are so low, 
“ that we ought to have no difficulty in keeping all competitors 
“ out of the South American market. And most of the farm 
“ machinery sold there is American. Practically all harvesting 
“ machines are of American make. I was surprised, however, to 
“ Jearn that most of the threshers and corn shellers are English.” 

There appears, however, to be plenty of room in South 
American countries for British machinery as well, and opportunities 
such as that afforded by the forthcoming exhibition of machinery 
at Lima (Peru) (see p. 594 of this number) should not be allowed 
to pass unheeded by British exporters. In conclusion, it would 
appear that British machinery more than holds its own on some 
Mieksiieatt markets, if not on others, but that an increased compe- 
tition is everywhere to be encountered. CORES: 
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V-THE WORLD'S: PRODUCTION INDUS- 
“CONSUMPTION OF..THE PRECIOUS. 
METALS. 


. Astatement was published in the “ Board of Trade Journal.” for’ 
July 1895 (p. 77) with reference to the gold and silver production of 
the world in 1894, and now a report has been issued by the Director 
of the United States Mint showing that the world’s.production of 
the, precious metals in 1895 was as follows :—Gold, 301,361 kilo- 
grammes, or 9,688,821 ounces fine, of the value. of 41,747,000/., 
against 273,197 kilogrammes, or 8,783,342 ounces fine, of the 
value of 37,826,625/, in 1894, an increase in weight of 28;164 
kilogrammes, or 905,479 ounces fine,.of the value.of 3,899,562/. 
The world’s output of silver in 1895 was approximately 5,263,183 
kilogrammes, or 169,180,249 ounces fine, of the: commercial value. 
(at the average price of silver during the. year) of 23,052,0001., 
and coining value of 45,570,437/.,.as, compared with the silver 
product of 1894 of 5,121,017. kilogrammes, or 164,610,394 ounces. 
fine, of the commercial value (at the average price of silver during 
1894) of 21,769,000/,, and the coinage value of 44,339,500/, 
showing an increase in the product of 1895 over 1894 of the 
commercial value of 1,283,000/., and the coinage value of 
1,230,937/. 
The United States in 1895 produced gold to the value of 
9,710,0002.; Australasia, 9,333,000/.; Africa, 9,282,000/. ; Russia, 
-6,019,6601.; Mexico, 1,250,000.; British India, 990,812/. ;. 
China, 733,541 ; French Guiana, 542,750/, As regards silyer,. 
the coinage value of the product in the principal countries was as 
follows :—United States, 15,011,0001.; Mexico, 12,649,0002 ;. 
Bolivia, 5,925,0001.; Australasia, 3,369,0002; Germany, 
1,567,0007. ; Chile, 1,355,000/.; Spain, 950,7291.; Peru, 852,000/. 
The countries whose gold product shows an increase in 1895 over 
1894 are the United States, Australasia, Mexico, Russia, Germany, 
Canada, Chile, Uruguay, Japan, Africa, British India, Korea, 
Great Britain, and Austria-Hungary. Those countries whose gold 
— shows a decrease as compared with 1894.are Sweden, 
ritish Guiana, Dutch Guiana, Peru, and China. The countries 
whose silver product shows an increase over that of the preceding 
year are the United States, Russia, Norway, Spain, Chile, 
Canada, Japan, and Great Britain, The countries whose output 
of silver in 1895 shows a decrease compared with 1894 are. 
Australasia, Mexico, Germany, Sweden, Peru, and Austria- 


Hungary. 
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As regards the world’s industrial consumption of gold in 1895, 
estimates have been made at the United States Mint which show 
that the total quantity may be placed at 88,142 kilogrammes, 
valued at 12,208,000/., distributed as follows:—United States, 
2,178,0002; England, 2,146,000/; France, 2,105,000/; Ger- 
many, 1,828,000; Switzerland, 1,233,000/.; Italy,’ '693,0007, ; 
Austria - Hungary, 465,0001. ; ium, 430,000/.; Russia, 
548,000/.; Portugal, 194,0007; Sweden, '42,000/.; other coun- 
tries, 346,000/, Corresponding estimates for the industrial 
consumption of silver show that the quantity is placed at 995,863 
kilogrammes, of a total coining value of 8,623,0001., distributed as 
follows (the coining value of the silver consumed in each case 
being stated) :—United States, 2,271,000. ; Germany, 1,299,0001. ; 
France, 1,227,000/. ; England, .1,212,000/. ; Russia, 947,0001.; 
Austria-Hungary, 502,000 ; Italy, 182,0001.; Belgium, 173,0007.; 


Netherlands, 104,000/.; Portugal, 43,000/.; Sweden, 26,000/. ; 
Switzerland, 247,000/, ; and other countries, 390,000/. 4 
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VL—THE PRODUCTION AND EXPORT OF IRON 
_ AND STEEL IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES IN 1896. 


The publication of the statistics of the make of pig iron, 
Bessemer steel, and open hearth steel in the United ki dom, 
and the almost simultaneous publication of the production of iron 
and steel in Germany, France, and Belgium for 1896, present a 
suitable opportunity to review the economic conditions that have 
prevailed during that year in the leading European countries, as 
well as in the United States. The following statistics of the out- 

tof pig iron, manufactured iron and Bessemer, and Siemens steel 

r each of the years 1895 and 1896 are taken from the “Iron 
Age.” The 2 tes relating to pig iron are more complete than 
those for the other items, and are as follows :— 


Production of Pig Iron in Different Countries. 


1895. 1896. 


United Kingdom 
pitt 

Germany - - 6,360,982 
Belgium - - 829,234 932,780 
France - 2,008,868 2,333,702 
United States - 9,446,308 8;623,000 


The increase in the case of Germany is larger than that 
recorded for any of the other countries tabulated, and is the 
greatest that has ever taken place in any single year. The 
increase shown for Great Britain has been exceeded on several 
previous occasions. The Belgian advance is also unique, and the 
increase shown for France is more than equal to the advances 
made in the whole of the previous five years. So far as the 
United States is concerned, it will be noted that the decrease has 
been almost as large as the total increase shown for Germany, 
and 156,000 tons greater than the increase shown in the case of 
Great Britain. It was anticipated in the latter country that the 
British output of pig iron in 1896 would again get ahead of that 
-of the United Sates, but this anticipation bas not been realised, 
‘the United States leading by about 60,000 tons. The net increase 
vin the case of the four European countries enumerated above has 
‘been 1,997,395 tons, but the net increase for all the five countries 
has not been more than 1,174,087 tons. In all the leading 
European countries the present rate of production of pig iron is 
even greater than that of last year, Germany sepacially keeping 
up to an exceptionally high level. 
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One of the unusual features of the past year, says the “Iron 
Age,” has been a revival to a partial extent of the hitherto rapidly 
ers Se we of manufactured iron. In Great Britain the out- 
put of thi description in 1896 was 50,572 tons more than in 1895; 
in France the increase was 73,958 tons, and in Belgium there was an 
increase of 57,850 tons. It is possible that the definitive returns for 
Germany and the United States may turn the scale, but it is 
hardly likely, seeing that puddled iron appears to be dying harder 
in Germany than in most other countries, while in the United 
States the output of malleable iron may be looked upon as having 
during the years 1894-95 reached an irreducible minimum. The 
following are the only official figures available for 1896 :— 


Production of Manufactured Iron. 


1895. 1896. 
Tons. Tons. 
United Kingdom - - - - 1,148,012 1,198,584 
Germany - - ~ - Not stated 
Belgium = - - - - 445,899 519,857 
France - - - - - 756,798 814,648 
United States - - - - Not available Not available 


One of the most remarkable facts about the steel output of the 
different countries referred to, is that the German product has for 
several years past exceeded the output of Great Britain, but it 
happens that the anion of British steel in 1896, by making a 
leap of 721,845 tons, has come abreast of the output of German 
steel in the previous year. It also appears that the total output 
of British steel in 1896 is ahead of the output of Bessemer steel 
in the United States for the same year, although when the 
returns of open hearth steel are issued they will probably show a 
large preponderance in the American output over the total steel 
output of any European country. The following are the particu- 


. lars of steel output sco far as they are ascertained up to the present 


time, 

Production of Bessemer and Open Hearth Steel in different 
Countries, 

Tons. 

United Kingdom - - 3,259,962 8,981,807 
Germany - - - - - 3,941,300 Not stated - 
Belgium - - - - 454,619 598,755 
United States* - - - -| 4,909,128 | 8,919,906 


| 
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A comparison may now be’ made of ‘the exports of iron and 
steel from different countries in each of the years 1895 and 1896. 
Although the condition of the iron trade was generally reported 
as good in all countries alike, excepting perhaps the United States. 
alone, in 1896, it will be seen that Great Britain is the only 
country that appears to have had a large additional export trade. 
In Germany the volume of exports was less in 1896 than in the 
previous year, and although there were notable advances in France, 
Belgium, and the United States, they were relatively unimportant 
alongside the much larger volume of the British exports. -It will 
be understood that these figures refer to iron and steel alone, and 
not to exports of tools, implements, or machinery, which in some 
countries are recorded in terms of value only. 


Exports of Iron and Steel. 


1895. 1896. 

Tons. Tons. 
United Kingdom - - ~ - 2,835,006 8,552,000 
rmany - - - - 1,523,000 1,511,000. 
- - - 266,000 358,000 
United States - - - - 89,000 205,000 


One remarkable coincidence in this table is the identity of 
the increase of exports in the cases of Belgium and France. The 
increase shown in the case -of the United States is remarkable 
when the slow growth of American iron and steel exports in the 
past is taken into account. This increase, moreover, is apparent 
alike in crude and in finished material, the increased export of 
pig having been 34,907 tons, which is a larger advance than that 


. recorded for either Germany or Belgium. The exports of Pg 


iron from the United Kingdom in 1896 amounted to 1,060,0 
tons as compared with 867,000 tons in 1895 ; from Germany, 
140,000 tons (135,000 in 1895); from Belgium, 11,000 tons 
(10,000 in 1895) ; from France, 250,C00 tons (199,000 in 1895) ; 
and from the United States, 61,000 (26,000 in 1895). 

With regard to merchant iron during each of the last two 
years, the largest exports under this head have fallen to Germany, 
which, however, shows a decrease of 12,505 tons in 1896 on the 
exports of the previous year. It will, of course, be understood 
that under the head of merchant iron and steel, rails, plates, sheete, 
tires, axles, or wires are not included. Whether girders are 
included in some of the figures is not quite certain, and hence 
they are separately tabulated in the case of Belgium, as they are 
recorded apart from merchant iron in the returns of that country. 
The United States does not appear to make much of a show under 
the head of merchant iron steel, and it will be observed that 
France is a long way behind any one of the other three Euro 


countries tabulated. Belgium makes a much better reco for 
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1896 than she has done for a number of years, and Germany, 
although behind in 1895, has yet done better in 1896 than in. 
most, previous years, | MOD 


Exports of Merchant ‘Tron and Steel from different Countries, 


Tons. 
143,990 


‘Tons. 
1 78,1 24 


450,853 
170,714* 
89,093 


438,348 
206,430* 
113,083 


8,527 


3773 


* Wrought-iron only, 


With regard to the exports of wire the amount sent out from 
Germany in 1896 was 208,979 tons as compated with 207,150 
tons in 1895. The United Kingdom exported 56,368 tons of wire 
(not including telegraph wire) in 1896 (42,220 in 7895); United 
States, 38,043 tons in 1896 (29,674 in 1/895); Belgium, 5,383 
tons in 1896 (7,364 in 1895); and France, 2,010 tons in 1896 
(1,358 in 1895). 


The following table, finally, shows the export of plates and 
pry (not including tin plates) from’the same countries ‘in 1895 
and 1896 :— yg 


1895. 


1896. 


Great Britain 
Germany 
Belgium 


France - 
United States 


Tons. 
338,500 
128,805 

83,963 
4,342 


‘1,235 


Tons. 
415,001 
185,307 

, 99,967 
, 4,820 
2,620 


It should be added that the large increase in the export of 
tes and sheets shown for Great Britain would be) converted 
into a decrease if: the items included tin plates, seeing that in 


1896 there was a falling off of nearly 
quantity of such plates exported. 


100,000 tons in the 


| 
Germany - - -| 
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VIL—GERMAN COMMERCIAL INTERESTS IN 
THE TRANSVAAL. 


(From a German point of view.) 

The “ Kélnische Zeitung” of the 17th April last, published a 
remarkable article on the subject of “ German commercial interests 
in the Transvaal” well worthy of the attention of British 
merchants and traders. 

The Cologne paper specially calls attention to the need of 
appointing a Government commercial agent in the Transvaal, and 
of instituting there a permanent Commercial Exhibition to make 
German products still better known, asserting that preference is 
already given German goods over those of ail other nations on 
account of their price and more suitable quality. 

The following is a copy of a précis of the above article 
received at the Foreign Office from the Commercial Attaché to 
Her Majesty’s Emssbay at Berlin :— 

German trade in the Transvaal began long ago, and the connec- 
tions now established between the two countries will not be easily 
yar “i especially as the imports from Germany are, un- 
doubtedly, far Tor ge to those of all other nations, and, 
particularly to English goods on account of their price and more 


suitable quality. Her trade might, however, be much larger if 
manufacturers were to pay still more attention to local conditions 
and if the German Government would to some extent aid it. 
Owing toa deny inerynsitg immigration, it is a market in which 


every possible class of goods is reqrired. It would, already, have 
been a larger one for Germans had it been possible for the 
Transvaal to free itself entirely from English trade; but this 
could not be, as all traffic with foreign countries had to pass over 
British territory, so that the English ports of the Cape Colony 
could not be avoided. Commerce with the Transvaal thus 
constituted an English monopoly. 

When England found herself compelled, after continual pressure 
put upon her, to introduce a taritf for German goods in the ports 
of Cape Colony and Natal, and when the first railway in the 
Transvaal was opened, then it was that the importers of estatin 
and Johannesburg were at last able to realise that it was greatly 
to their advantage to enter into direct communication with the 
producing countries. But German expectations were doomed to 
some disappointment, both from want of working capital and 
boldness in business transactions, as also from a deficiency of 
local knowledge. It is hoped that in time, with more experience 
and greater personal acquaintance with local requirements, the 
Germans will win the chief place in considerable porticns of the 
whole comu:erce. 

The principal openings for German trade are for woven goods, 
white and coloured printed calicos, drills, flannel, wadded quilts, 
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household linen, sail-cloth, &. ; thick and thin wire, woven-wire 
manufactures, co and brush-ware; preserved provisions, 
fruits of every description, fish, milk, &c. ie which nine-tenths 
margarine-butter, cheese, liqueurs, r,and ci ; umery, 
soaps, Swedish matches, _stearine-candles, 
medicines, methylated spirits, furniture, metal, iron, and other 
manufactures; machines of all kinds, bicycles, materials for 
building; paper, books, ink, pencils ; carriages and traps of all 
kinds ; forage for cattle. : 

In order to succeed, the German must, however, be able to 
count upon the protection of his Government to further and 

mote his interests. 

It will be remembered that, on the occasion of the exhibition 
at Chicago the German Government sent a special commercial 
agent there, by whose efforts about 800 German industrial firms 
were brought into business communications with as many 
American houses. Could not the same procedure be adopted for 
the Transvaal? Sweden and Norway recognised the value of 
such an agent when they sent one to Pretoria. The German 
Government should follow that good example immediately. 
Independent persons of good commercial standing must be chosen 
for such posts, who have a thorough and technical knowledge of 
all branches of commerce. They must be able to give every 
detail asked for as to measurement, weight, packing, usages of 
trade, standing of commercial houses, and to amin. questions 
arising on commerce and industries. Valuable information can be 
obtained by them from persons having the necessary local know- 
ledge as to the best ways of sending goods to their destinations, 
especially as to the most advantageous method of freighting them, 
“which is of such great importance and often makes a difference of 
from 5 per cent. to 20 per cent, Bulky articles of little weight, 
for instance, are best shipped vid Port Elisabeth, as freights b 
‘that route work out cheapest. Very heavy goods of sm 
measurement, on the other hand, best sent vid Lourenco 
Marques. 

A permanent Commercial Exhibition in the Transvaal would be 
of great value in making the products of Germany better known. 
This would be best entrusted to such an agent, as was before 
mentioned, who would be well supported in his work by the 
German Government. This agent, in his official capacity, could 
then be as useful to German industry as he would be to all those 
establishing themselves in that country for business purposes. 
That the openings and consumption of goods there are immense 
is shown by the fact that a surplus of 1,000,000). was earned 
on railway freights in the Transvaal in 1896. = 
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VUI—THE GERMAN LEATHER INDUSTRY. 

In a depatch to the Foreign Office, dated 17th April last 
Viscount Gough, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, 
forwards a précis, by the Commercial Attaché of the Embassy, of 
a book lately published, called the “ Leder-Herold, 1897,” which © 
is, practically, a report on the whole leather industry of Germany. 
This is one of the most important of German industries, and 
may be said to occupy the third to fourth place, if all its 
branches are taken into account, and it is one that is:daily expand- 
ing in every direction. According to, the census of 14th, Jul 
1895, the number of persons engaged in it were 596,717, 0 
whom 433,586 were occupied in the boot and shoe trade, 74,8 
in making saddlery, harness, &c., 47,480 in, tanning, and 16,27 
in the glove trade. The commerce.in hides and skins is immense, 
and is one of the leading branches of trade, as is also that of tanning 
materials. In 1895 the value of the imports of the former was 
‘7,297,7001., and that of the exportation, amounted to 2,579,050/. 
Besides this, 1,549,500/. worth of tanning materials were brought 
into the country. The exports of worked-up hidés, leather, and 
“ Wachstuch ” (wax-cloth), were yalued at 4,925,450/,, and those 
of leather, harness, and pocket articles, 4,914,350, 

In consequence of the immense increase of the léather manufac- 
ture in the Hamburg that town has become the 
emporium of the Continent for hides and tanning materials, and 
has quite eclipsed Havre and Antwerp in that respect. 

There seems to be no doubt that this industry has a still greater 
future before it. It is as yet ina partly transition state fro 
one of primitive and hand methods to one of mechanical 
chemically-aided production, on a large scale. The consumption 
of leather wares is greatly on the increase. At the present time 
it amounts to about 20,000,000, to which must be added the 
exportation of leather and manufactures thereof, which in 1895 
were valued at 10,000,000/. The German army consumes alone 
‘an immense quantity of leather goods. 500,000 pairs of boots 
are yearly supplied to them ; and further, there are large orders 
for resoleing. The manufacture of machine-made boots, and 
shoes has advanced greatly, and is now a large independent, branch 


of the whole. 


This leather industry requires large capital, much, skilled 
labour, and technical knowledge. The scientific researches in 


- connection with its improved processes are many and important, 


As regards leather and its manufactures, Germany has now 
become fairly independent of foreign supplies, and will daily 
become more and more so. .The rise of this industry suffered 
greatly from foreign competition; and the tanning trade could 
not formerly satisfactorily compete with North American manu- 
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facturera of leather, who imported hides tanned with hemlock—a 
very cheap process. It was this circumstance that led to a great 
itation on the part of leather manufacturers and tanners in 
Y, scene for heavy protective duties. This demand was accorded 
them by the new tariff of 19th July 1879, by which the import 
‘duties were immensely raised. Prior to 1878 the quantity of raw 
hides imported had increased from 400,000 centners to 800,000 in 
that year. Since then the leather industry has grown* and 
flourished, and the greatest care has been taken tu make use of the 
newest methods of production, which have all been carefully ex- 
imented with. Particular attention has been paid to every detail 
im manufacture for the perfecting and cheapening of processes. 
The use of “ Quebracho” wood as a tanning medium has caused 
a revolution in production, and, particularly in the neighbourhood 
of Hamburg, many special works for its use have been erected. 
The technical side of leather production has had a ‘great 
influence, from the attention bestowed upon it. Among the 
newest creations of the tanners guilds are the establishment of 
a special trade school and technical institute. In Freiberg, in” 
1889, a tanning school was founded by the Saxon leather industry. 
A chemical technical laboratory was also started in 1881. : Both 
these institutions have brought the production of leather’to a 
wonderful :pitch of scientific perfection. In many other special 
branches of this trade there are schools of the same naiure—as, 
for instance, for sewing gloves, making saddlery, &. os 
The year 1895 wasin two respects unsatisfactory for the leather 
industry : firetly, because of the unexpected rise in price of leather 
and hides ; jus secondly, from the uncertainty as to the result of 
the proposal to place a duty on the importation of “ Quebracho ” 
wood and other foreign tanning materials, which was suerte? 
in the Reichstag by a powerful party interested in improving th 
ition of the tanning materials of Germany. The “ Bundes- 
rath,” however, rejected the resolution of the “Reichstag.” It 
has since been proved that the duty-free admission of “ Que- 
bracho” is necessary to the maintenance of that country’s com- 
etition in the world’s markets, and that any duty making 
eather manufacture dearer would do much harm. It was also 
undesirable, because that wood is becoming scarcer, and conse- 
quently German tans will in,,time acquire, naturally, a better 
price. 
. An attempt has been made last year to improve the statistics 
relating to leather industries, to obtain a reduction of railway 
freights for salted hides (it is believed they will come into force 
on Ist April 1897), and to still further apply scientific knowledge 
to all processes. Dr. Giirke, of the Botanical Museum in Berlin, 
has taken steps to obtain a collection of the world’s tanning 
materials, which will be éxhibited with details as to production, 
use, and ‘price. 
_ The tanning school in Freiberg, Saxony, which was opened on 
“May Ist, 1889, is the only one of its kind in Germany, and was 
then the only one in the world. Since that date however, similar 
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schools have been established in Vienna, Hungary, and North 
America, and Wiirtemberg and Rotterdam have both planned such 
schools. 

The object of this Saxon tanning school is to teach the principal 
technical processes, all improved methods and technique, and the 
trading methods of dealing with raw material, &cs The special 
points of instruction are as follows :— J ‘ 

*I. Tanning and preparation of hides, with practical examples. 
2. Scientific lectures on tanning. : 
3. General chemistry. 

4, Practical chemistry in tanning trade. 

5. Chemical experiments, 

6. Tanning methods; “tawing” (‘“ weissgerberei”) by fat 
and minerals. 

7. Colouring of leather. 

8. Physics. 

9. Microscopic demonstrations. 

10. Knowledge of machines. 

11. Drawing. 

12. Book-keeping. 

13. Trade accounts. 

14, Trade apprenticeship. 

15. German language. Correspondence and business letters. 

16. First help to be given in accidents. 


The course lasts one year. The fees for Germans are 10/., and 


for foreigners, 171. 10s. ; they are eer in two instalments. A 


further 17. 5s. is charged for use of t 
apprenticeship. 

Rooms with or without board can be had; and at a cost of 
from 25/. to 451. a year lodging and food can be had for the year. 
Prospectus is sent on application. ; 

For theoretical instruction there are collections” available to 
students which cover all branches of the trade. There is a library 
of 400 volumes, in which are to be found the chief publications 
on this industry in all 

From 1889 to 1895, 173 Germans and 133 foreigners attended 
the school. (In the list of students for last year not one English- 
man figures.) 

The “ Leder-Herold” for 1897 also treats of the course of 
study in the chemical technical laboratory of the Society of 
German Tanners, which is in Berlin, and was the'first of its kind 
in Germany. A list is also given of the technical schools for boot 
and shoe makers, saddlers, harness makers, and paperhangers, and 
for sewing of gloves. 

In addition, there are statistics most valuable to the leather 
trade, dealing with all branches for many years back, and an 
enumeration of the duties of the principal countries on leather 
and leather manufactures—including Germany, Belgium, France, 
Greece, Italy, Norway, Austria-Hungary, Roumania, Russia, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States. _ 


e laboratory and for tanning 
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IX.—THE GUNPOWDER AND DYNAMITE 
INDUSTRY IN GREECE. 


The manufacture of paper, &c. is an old one in Greece. At 
the time of the War of Independence there was a certain number 
of powder manufactories in the island of Hydra and in the 
neighbourhood of Dimitzana, which are still in existence, and are 
worked by water power. The establishments at Phthiotide are 
also anterior to the independence of the country.. 

In latter years the manufacture of powder has been improved, 
perfected, and largely developed in the country by the establish- 
ment of factories fitted with the most perfect machinery, and 
organised according to the latest systems brought about by 
’ chemical industry. ‘To the production of powder is added that 
of dynamite, sulphuric acid, &e. 

At the present time in Greece, according to official Greek 
statistics quoted in the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” 
there are 29 manufactories of powder—i.e., three (the most 
important) in the neighbourhood of Athens, 15 at Dimitzana, 
one at Argos, and 10’at Phthiotide,—of, which five only are at work 
The largest is that of the limited company “ 'EAAquxdy mupsriboracio,” 
which turns out also the most dynamite, and is, besides, the only 
one to manufacture sulphuric iron and sulphuric acid for the. 
demand of native manufacturers. 

Two other establishments, at the foot of Mount Hymettus, 
make dynamite only : one belongs to a private individual, and the 
other, the larger, to the “ Société Anonyme Franco- Hellénique de 
Matiéres Explosives et de Produits Chimiques,” the headquarters . 
of which are at Paris, A few years ago a factory for cartridges 
was established in the neighbourhood of Athens, which produces 
annually more than a million cartridges for military and sporting 

es, besides a large quantity of wads. _ 

he total value of the manufactories is estimated at 2,000,000 
drachma (80,000/.). The annual output of powder of all sorts 
for any purpose is 675,000 1,917,000 Ibs., and of 
dynamite, 90,000 ocques, or about 255,600 lbs., and the manu- 
factories can inorease their output. if required. The greater 
amount of the production is for ain consumption, but some is 
exported. The importation of these products decrease year by 
year, as can be seen from official statistics. 

The raw material comes from abroad, except a small quantity, 
produced in the island of Milo. The number of workmen in 
the manufactories is 200, besides 60 women employed in the 
preparation of the cartridges. The wages earned are: Men, 
112d. to 19°8d., and off women, 8°5d. to 112d, day, 
Precautionary measures are in force both as to the establishment 
and working of these mapufactories, and, in conformity with a 
Royal decree, such a place must have the authorisation of the 
Government. With this object, a special committee, appointed 
ps the Minister of the Interior, is Hee with the superiaten- 

ence of those manufactories in which the life of the workmen is 


exposed to danger. 
97866, 
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X.—THE COMPETITION OF AMERICAN AND 
GERMAN IRON. 


The competition of the American and German iron industries 
has recently formed the subject of representations to the United 
States Government, and this competition is being very seriously 
considered by those interested in the importation of raw and 
half-manvfactured iron from the United States into Europe. 
Some manufacturers look upon the matter as not of a serious 
nature, and think it will be a long time before the many 
obstacles for a serious competition with the United States will be 
removed. Others think differently Dut the matter rests with 
the Americans. Some manufacturers claim that, owing to the 
difference in weights and measures between the American and 
German demand, the buyers and consumers in the United States 
will find a difficulty in fitting their orders to suit their require- 
ments ; and, further, that the time required between the giving 
and receiving of an order, often delayed, is a very serious draw- 
back to the American, as it necessitates giving an order too 
early or too long beforehand to form an estimate as to their 

uirements. e United States Consul at Mayence says that 
a German is not going to order too much; he looks over his 
stock and would rather order too little than run the risk of 
carrying any over. He is used to ordering small quantities at a 
time, just as he may need, from the factory or wholesale dealer, 
and it will be impossible to educate him up to the American way 
of ordering a large stock at a time, either from America or 
anywhere else. Another objection from the German standpoint is 
that the Americans want their offers confirmed by cable to insure 
acceptance, whereas the German likes to see his goods first, to 
know that he is getting what he wants as to quality and quantity. 
Then they claim that the question of weights, as given in t 
American bill of lading, works to the disadvantage of the buyer, 

The enormous increase in the manufacture of raw iron i 
Germany and Luxemburg in 1896 did not supply the demand, an 
to still further increase the quantity is almost an impossibility, 
owing to the lack of the necessary quantity of coke. The increase 
of 1896, compared with the production in 1895 (in which year 
250,000 tons increase had already taken place), was equal to an 
increase of 9 per cent., or about the amount of one month’s 
production. The enormous increase in the production did not 
supply the demand by any means, and large quantities had to be 
imported. The Germans say that if Americans want to compete 
in Germany with the Germans, they (the Americans) will have to 
earry large stocks of goods on the American side, to be ready for 
any emergency or any demands made on them. This they think 
the Americans will never do; they argue it will take too much 
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capital and cost so much that the profits will not pay them, and 
that, owing to this increase in cost and outlay of capital, the 
American will not be able to undersell them. 

The Germans think they are abundantly protected from the 
United States in the iron and steel trade by their blast furnaces, 
which, they claim, are at all times prepared to fill ‘any orders 
promptly and cheaply ; tut they nevertheless say that should the 
time ever come when the Americans can favourably compete with 
their blast furnaces and their steel trade, they (the Americans). 
would immediately, through the formation of trusts and rings, keep 
up the prices, and the Government would have to come to the. 
regcue of the German or home industries. 

They do not seem to be at all alarmed at the present state of 
affairs, but acknowledge that a change may come at any time, and 

that it is none too soon to look forward to the vans and means to 
_ to grapple with it when the time does come. They claim that 
the American manufacturers have one great advantage over them, 
and that is, that the Americans do not have to pay any accident 
insurance premiums, hospital dues, &c., which come out of their 
pockets, whereas in America the workman has to stand these 
costs himself or do without. Of course, they say nothing about 
the difference in the wages paid in America and Germany, the 
difference in the cost of sth sar Hag or the expense of sending 


American products over to Germany. 


bad 

. 

> 
L 
} ‘ 
) 
‘ 2 


UNITED STATES NAVIGATION LAWS. [May 1897- 


XIL—UNITED STATES NAVIGATION LAWS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office,. 
copy of an Act approved by the Congress of the United States, © 
on March 3 last, amending the laws relating to navigation. The 
following are some of the principal provisions of this Act, which: 
is to come into force on July 1, 1897 :— 

“ Sec. 4507.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall assign in 
public buildings, or otherwise procure suitable offices and rooms, 
for the shipment and discharge of seamen, to be known as shipping 
commissioners’ offices, and shall procure furniture, stationery, 
printing, and other requisites for the transaction of the business. 
of such offices.” 

Sec. 2.—On and after June 30th, 1898, every place appro- — 
ptiated to the crew of a sea-going vessel of the United States, 
except, a fishing vessel, yacht, a pilot boat, and all vessels 
under 200 tons register, shall have a space of not less than 72 
cubic feet and not less than 12 square feet, measured on the deck 
or floor of that place, for each seaman or apprentice lodged therein : 
Provided, that any such sea-going sailing vessel, built or rebuilt 
after June 30th, 1898, shall he a space of not less than 100 
cubic feet and not less than 16 square feet, measured on the deck 


or floor of that place, for each seaman or apprentice lodged 
therein. Such — shall be securely constructed, properly 


ligkted, drained. heated, and ventilated, properly protected from 
weather and sea, and, as far as practicable, properly shut off and 
protected from the effluvium of cargo or bilge water. 

On and after June 30th, 1898, every steamboat of the United 
States plying upon the Mississippi river or its tributaries 
shal] furnish an appropriate place for the crew, which shall 
conform to the requirements of this section, so far as they shall be 
— thereto, by providing sleeping room in the engine-room 
of the steamboats, properly protected from the cold, winds, and 
rain, by means of suitable awnings or screens, on either side of 
the guards or sides and forward, reaching from the boiler deck 
to the lower or main deck, under the direetion and approval of 
the Supervising Inspector-General of Steam Vessels, and shall 
be properly heated. Any failure to comply with this section. 
shall subject the owner or owners to a peallty of 500 dols. 

Sec, 4576 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as 
follows :— 

“The master of every vessel bound on a foreign voyage or 
engaged in the whale fishery shall exhibit the certified copy 
of the list of the crew to the first boarding officer at the first. 
port in the United States at which he shall arrive on his return, 
- and aleo produce the persons named therein to the boarding. 
efficer, whose duty it shall be to examine the men with such list 
and to report the same to the collector; and it shall be the duty. 
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of the collector at the port of arrival, where the same is different 
ffrom the port from which the vessel originally sailed, to transmit 
‘a copy of the list so reported to him to the collector of the port 
from which such vessel originally sailed. For each failure to 
produce any person on the certified copy of the list of the crew, 
the master and owner shall be severally liable to a penalty of four 
hundred dols., to be sued for, prosecuted, and disposed of in such 
manner as penalties and forfeitures which may be incurred for 
offences against the laws relating to the collection of duties, but 
such penalties shall not be incurred on account of the master not 
producing to the first boarding officer any of the persons contained 
in the list who may have been discharged in a foreign country 
with the consent of the Consul, vice-consul, commercial agent, or 
vice-commercial agent there residing, certified in writing, under 
his hand and official seal, to be produced to the collector with the 
other persons composing the crew, nor on account of any such 
peraon dying or absconding or being forcibly impressed into other 
service, of which satisfactory proof. shall also be exhibited to the 
collector.” 

Rule 11 of section 4233 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
a boats, is amended by adding thereto a paragraph as 
ollows :— 

“Steam pilot boats shall in addition to the masthead light and 
green and red side lights required for ocean steam vessels, carry a 
ved light hung vertically from 3 to 5 feet above the foremost 
headlight, for the purpose of distinguishing such steam pilot boats 
from other steam vessels,” . 

yee 4545 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read ‘as 
follows : — 

“A circuit court, in its discretion, may at any time direct 
the sale of the whole or any part of the effects of a deceased 
seaman or apprentice which it has received or may here- 
after receive, and shall hold the proceeds of such sale as the 
wages of deceased seamen are held. When no claim to the wages 
or effects or proceeds of the sale of the effects of a deceased 
seaman or apprentice received by a circuit court is substantiated 
within six years after the receipt thereof by the court, it shall 
be in the absolute discretion of the court, if any subsequent claim 
is made, either to allow or refuse the same. Such courts shall 
from time to time pay any moneys arising from the unclaimed 
wages and effects of deceased seamen, which in their opinion it 
is not necessary to retain for the purpose of satisfying claims, 
into the Treasury of the United States, and such moneys shall : 
form a fund for, and be appropriated to, the relief of sick and 
disabled and destitute seamen belonging to the’ United States 
merchant marine service,” 

Fees for the entry direét from a foreign port and for the clearance 
direct to a foreign port of a vessel navigating the waters of the 
northern, north-eastern, and north-western frontiers of the United 
States otherwise than" by sea, prescribed by section 4382 of ‘the 
Revised Statutes, are abolished. Where such fees, under existing 
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laws, constitute ia whole or in part the compensation of a collector 
of Customs, such officer shall hereafter receive a fixed sum for 
each year equal to the amount which he would have been entitled 
to receive as fees for such services during said year. 

Sec. 4165 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as 
follows :— 

“A vessel registered pursuant to law, which by sale has 
become the property of a foreigner, shall be entitled to a 
new register upon afterwards becoming American property, 
unless it has been enlarged or undergone change in build outside 
of the United States.” 

Rule 14, Rule 15 (a), (5), and (c), Rule 16, and Rule 17 of section 
4233 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows :— 

“ Rule 14.—The exhibition of any light on board of a vessel 
of war of the United States may be suspended whenever, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, the commander in chief of a 
squadron, or the commander of a vessel acting singly, the special 
character of the service may reguire it. The exhibition of any 
light on board of a revenue cutter of the United States may be 
suspended whenever, in the opinion of the commander of the 
vessel, the special character of the service may require it. 

“Rule 15.—(a.) Whenever there is a fog or thick weather, 
by day or night, fog signals shall be used as follows :—Steam 

- vessels under way shall sound a steam whistle placed before the 
funnel, not less than 8 ft. from the deck, at intervals of not more 
than one minute. Steam vessels, when towing, shall sound three 
blasts of quick succession, repeated at intervals of not more than 
one minute. (5.) Sail vessels under way shall sound a fog horn 
at intervals of not more than one minute. (c.) Steam v and 
sailing vessels, when not under way, shall sound a bell at intervals 
of not more than two minutes.” 

Rule 16.—Risk of collision can, when circumstances permit, 
be ascertained by carefully watching the compass bearing of an 
approaching vessel. If the bearing does not appreciably change, 

_such risk d be deemed to exist. 

Rule 17.—When two sailing vessels are approaching one another 
so as to involve risk of collision, one of them shall keep out of 
the way of the other as follows, namely :— 

(a.) A vessel which is running free shall keep out of the way 
of a vessel which is close hauled. 

(é.) A vessel which is close-hauled on the port tack shall keep 
out of the way of a vessel which is close-hauled on the starboard 


tack. 

’  (e.) When both are running free, with the wind on different — 
sides, the vessel which has the wind on the port side shall keep 
out of the way of the other. 

(d.) When both vessels are running free, with the wind on the 
same side, the vessel which is to the windward shall keep out of 
the way of the vessel which is to the leeward. _ 

(e.) A vessel which has the wind aft shall keep out of the way 
of the other vessel, 
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Sec. 4233 of the Revised Statutes is amended by adding 
0:-- 

“Rule 25.—A_ sailing-vessel which is being overtaken b 
anotlier vessel during the night, shall show from her stern to su 
last-mentioned vessel a torch or flare-up light. ; 

“ Rule 26.—Nothing in these rules shall exonerate any ship, 
the owner, or master, or crew thereof from the consequences of 
any neglect to carry lights or signals, or of any neglect to keep 
a proper lookout, or of the neglect of any precaution which may 
be required by the ordinary practice of seamen, or by tke special 
circumstances of the case.” 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorised to direct the 
inspection of any foreign vessel, admitted to American registry, 
its steam boilers, steam pipes, and appurtenances, and to direct 
the issue of the usual certificate of inspection, whether said 
boilers, steam pipes, and appurtenances are, or are not con- 
structed pursuant to the laws of the United States, or whether 
oar are or are not constructed of iron stamped pursuant to said 

ws. ’ 

Sec. 2834 of the Revised Statutes is amended by repealing the 
following words therein:— 

“The master of any vessel bound to any district in Connecticut, 
through or by the way of Sandy Hook, shall, before he passes 
the port of New York, and immediately after his arrival, deposit 
with the collector for the district of New York, a true manifest 
of the cargo on board such vessel.’ The master of any vessel 
bound to the district of Burlington shall, before oe Ee the 
port of Philadelphia, and immediately after his arrival, deposit 
with the collector thereof a like manifest; and the collector shall, 
after registering the manifest, transmit the same, duly certified to 
have been so deposited to the officer with whom the entries are 
tobe made; andthe ..... ” i 

Sec. 2797 of the Revised Statutes is amended by adding — 
thereto the following words :— 

“Sea stores and the legitimate equipment of vessels, belonging: : 
to regular lines, plying between foreign ports and the Uni 
States, delayed in port for any cause, may be transferred in such... 
port of the United States under the supervision of the Customs. 
officers from one vessel to another vessel of the same owner — 
without payment of duties, but duties must be paid on such 
stores ur equipments landed for consumption, except American 
products,” 

Sec. 5347 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read :— — 

“Every master or other officer of an American vessel on 
the high seas or on any other waters within the admiralty 
and maritime jurisdictign of the United States who, without 
justifiable cause, beats, wounds, or imprisons any of the crew 
of such vessel, or withholds from them suitable food and nourish- 
ment, or inflicts upon them any cruel and unusual ishment 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than 1,000 dols., or by 
lnprisonment for not more than five years, or by both.” 
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XII—TRANS-MISSISSIPPI AND INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION AT OMAHA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th March last, 
Mr. A. G. Vansittart, Her Majesty’s Consul at Chicago, encloses 
a memorandum embodying the latest information that has been 
received at the Consulate relating to the Trans-Mississippi and 
International Exhibition to be held at Omaha, Nebraska, in 1898. 
Mr. Vansittart states that as the British Vice-Consul has made - 
arrangements with the principal authorities organising the 
exhibition to be kept regularly and accurately informed of the 
forthcoming arrangements, he suggests that all inquiries from 
intending exhibitors should be addressed to the British Vice- 
Consul at Kansas City, Mo., who is in a position to answer any 
questions on the subject and to render any necessary aid. 

Mr. Vansittart adds that he is informed it is true that the 
Chicago and North-Western Railway Company and the Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy have each subscribed 6,180/. 

The following is a copy of the memorandum enclosed with 
Mr. Vansittart’s report :— 


The Exhibition of 1898, 
The Chicago and North-Western Railway has just announced 


a subscription of 30,000 dols. to the stock of the Trans- Mississippi 
and International Exhibition to be held at Omaha next year. 
The Burlington road more than a month ago subscribed 30,000 
dols, The Rock Island and Union Pacific will each subscribe 
25,000 dols.; the Missouri Pacific, 20,000 dols.; and the Mil- 
waukee, 20,000 dols. ‘The total stock subscriptions now amount 
to 438,480 dols., and the promised subscriptions of the railways 
will raise the total to 528,480 dols. Z. T. Lindsey, Manager of 
the Department of Ways and Means, expects to secure at least 
1,000,000 dols. in stock subscriptions. 
Congress has appropriated 200,000 dols. to defray the expenses 
gga exhibit, for which the Government will erect a great 
uilding. 
The State of Nebraska has appropriated 100,000 dols., while 
‘Omaha and Douglas County will vote bonds in the sum of 
200,000 dols. in aid of the exhibition. Utah has appropriated 
8,000 dols. for an exhibit at the exhibition. New Mexico's 
subscription, with private contributions, will amount to 30,000 dols.; 
and Montana will aleo spend 30,000 dols. for the same purpose. 
re ireceT Bills are pending in most of the legislatures in 
states and territories west of the Mississippi River. : 
The Exhibition site, in the northern suburbs of Omaha, embraces 
ample area, is most accessible, and in every way adapted for the 
me The Board of Managers passed a resolution providing 
or the — nine buildings, which will constitute the nucleus 
around which the smaller buildings will be assembled :— 
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Building No. 1.—Agriculture, horticulture, and forestry. 
is 2.—Mines and mining. 
3.—Manufactures and liberal arts, 
4,—Fine arte. 
5.—Electricity and machinery. 
6.—Auditorium. 
7.—The Nebraska building. 
»  8—Grand Army of the Republic building. 
9,—The Silver Palace. 

In the discussion regarding these buildings, the idea was 
cadvanced that the auditorium building should be made a model 
of the world-famed tabernacle in Salt Lake City, a building 
renowned as having the most periect acoustic properties of any 
auditorium of the world. The material to be used in the con- 
struction of the buildings has not been decided upon by the 
Exhibition authorities, but it is more than likely that temporary 
buildings will be built in the same way as the World’s Fair 
buildings, i.¢., of staff, a form of stucco, 

The plan of the Exhibition authorities, however, contemplates 
‘one or more permanent buildings. It is desired to have four of 
the buildings built in a permanent and substantial manner ; if 
necessary, arrangements for so doing can be made, but itis certain ~ 
that some of the buildings will be of a permanent character. 
The Government building wil] probably be one of these, the 
purpose of the Exhibition promoters being to purchase this building 
after the Exhibition is over, It is also the purpose to have the 
auditorium constructed,of permanent material. 

Applications for space at the Exhibition continue to pour into 
the Department of ‘Exhibits, and a very flattering showing has 
been made in a number of different lines. The list of applications 
for space, already large, is growing daily. Manager E. E Bruce, 
of the Department of Exhibits, announces s cial prizes, consist- 
ing of six gold trophies, six silver cups, and six gold medals to 
competitors in each of the following classes :—- 

For the best exhibit of an irrigation Yh in operation, 

For the best electric light service in display. 

For the best display illustrating the process of manufacture of 
beet-root sugar. 

For the best display of manufacturing plant in operation. _ 

_ Also two or more lots of similar prizes for other high-class 
exhibits, to be designated hereafter. 

Manager A. L. Reed, of the Department of Concessions and 
Privileges, kas on file a large number of applications. The line 
which seems to be receiving most attention is amusements, in the 
nature of those which formed the Midway Plaisance at the 
World’s Fair, The latest is an application for 50,000 square 
feet for a Chinese exhibit. There will be no lack of novelties at 
the Exhibition of 1898, 


A woman’s department has been organised. 


an Exhibition will open June Ist, and close November Ist, 
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XITIL—TRAVELLING COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION 
- IN THE UNITED STATES. 


It is reported in the “Manufacturer” that arrangements are 
rapidly being perfected in Philadelphia for equipping a train of 
white vestibuled palace cars which will make a tour of the Union 
during the coming months with the exhibits of leading manufac- 
turers of New York and Philadelphia. 

The train, to be known as the “ Associated Manufacturers’ 
Trade Special,” and which was to start upon its journeyings about 
April 15, was to be composed of 12 cara: one a hotel car, one a 
baggage car, and the other 10 to be devoted to exhibition 
purposes. 

The route as outlined includes stops of from one to three da 
at 115 cities, ranging in size from 10,000 inhabitants upwards. 
The most westerly point on the route is Topeka, Kan., the most 
northerly is Stillwater, Wis, and the most southerly St. Louis. 
Admission to this travelling exhibition is to be free, and it is 
estimated that at least 10 million people will visit the train while 
it is out on its trip. : 

It is planned to have the displays open to the general public 
during the afternoon and evening, the morning being devoted to 
the reception only of those to; whom exhibitors send special 
admission tickets. This will enable the manufacturers to place 
before customers and prospective customers samples of their 
products in such a manner that they can be carefully examined. 

An advance agent will precede the “ Special” by a week, and 
in each city where a stop is to be made he will see that the train 
is properly advertised. 

All exhibitors who so desire may send with their exhibits 
attendants to explain them, accommodations for such being 
furnished in the hotel car. Space is allowed in the baggage car 


for storing printed matter, which may be distributed as the train 


proceeds from point to point. It is proposed also to display the 
names of the exhibitors upon the outside of the cars in loge, 
visible letters. Salesmen wo accompany the exhibition can take 
orders from the merchants in the towns visited. The halt in each 


city will be long enough to make this possible. — 

All firms havirg displays in the “Special” will be kept in- 
formed concerning the movements of the train and as to the 
number of visitors received in each city. It is explained that this 
is the only kind of an advertisement which can give regular 
— = itself and can tell the advertiser what it is doing from 

to 

Tn all aus when an attendant is not sent with the exhibit a 
regular uniformed attendant gf the train will explain the displays 
to the visitors if the exhibitor desires that this shall be done, 
aud will send to each exhibitor a list of the names of those persons 
in each town most likely to be of business benefit to him. 
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XIV.—THE MINERAL RESOURCES OF WYOMING. 


Deposits of soda covering vast tracts of country, formed by 
springs, containing a quantity of soda in solution, exist in the 

tate of Wyoming. Under the influence of an excessively 
dry atmosphere, the solution evaporates and the soda is de- 
posited in the form of crystals, giving the lakes the appear- 
ance of immense fields of ice. There are several of these lakes, 
some of them having an area of 197 acres, and a depth of from 
3 to 4 yards. The Belgian Consul at Denver, in a recent report 
to his Government, states that the preparation of this soda for the 
market comes to 16s. per ton, the cost of carriage from Wyoming 
to Chicago is 24s. per ton, and the soda ash is worth 4/. per ton at 
New York. Several manufactories are already at work near 
these lakes and others are spoken of. These natural depdts 
probably contain many million tons. It may be noted that 
108,169 tons of soda are annually employed in the making of 
sheet glass in the United States. 

Another mineral found in great abundance in the mountains 
of Wyoming is iron ore. 

Exploration of the deposits of red hematite of a superior 
prove that they are practically 

eposits extend over a surface of. 25 square miles, and experts 
declare that they contain 20 million tons of ore. The most remark-: 
able in working order are those of Seminoe, which extend, as far 
as can be reckoned on, about 6 square miles. The bottom of 
these deposits has not yet been sounded, and they are capable of 
supplying the entire world with pig-iron for centuries. 
he veins in the deposits of Hartville (the red hematite which 
obtained the first prize at the exhibition of Chicago) have a width 
of from 16 to 82 yards, a maximum extent of rather over 3 miles, 
and a depth reached so far of 43 yards. This ore furnishes 
Bessemer steel of quite the best quality. Limestone and coal 
being found in abundance near these mines, the furnaces of the 
neighbourhood are in a flourishing condition, and a siderurgical 

At Casper and Lander, in a barren region in the centreof the 

_ State, are immense deposits of petroleum, the excellent quality of 
which is well known : its purity is such that the railway companies 
use it in a raw state. Several companies have already undertaken 
the sinking of a certain number of oil wells, the results 
obtain appear to show that the petroleum industry is likely to 
develop to immense preportions. 

Stone of various kinds is found in abundance in Wyoming: 
limestone, sandstone, red sandstone, marble, onyx; but the want 
of facilities of transport stands in the way of the working of these 
rich deposits. 
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Coal occupies an important place among the mineral resources 
of the State, and is found of excellent quality throughout. There 
is also a bituminous coal which is worked into coke of good value 
and finds a regular place on the market. 

- The coal mines are worked on a scale ; during 1895 the — 
output was 2,202,000 tons, of a value of 637,700/. 

Immense quantities of nickel and asbestos have also been 
recently discovered, and asphalt, kaolin, and mica exist in several 
deposits. 

he rival industries which have existed for many years in the 
East, are seeking to paralyse the output of the West. The 
markets of the East protect their products, granting them s 
preference and selling them in the West at impossible prices, 
another method employed being the obtaining of the complete 
control of wertern products in order to fix their own prices... 
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XV—A JAPANESE COMMERCIAL MUSEUM. 


The Osaka Commercial Museum is established at Osaka, the 

t manufacturing city of Japan, a city of about 600,000 

inhabitants, the centre of the ee industry, and of, 
indeed, nearly every other industry of the country. 

The purpose of the museum is to afford a central plave for the 
exhibition of the works of native and foreign producers, to 
increase the exportation of home produce and manufactures, and 
to serve as a means of fostering and developing the home trade’ 
and improving the various branches of industry in the city. : 

Mr. J. F. Connelly, United States Consul at Osaka, in a 
recent report to his Government, transmitted a pamphlet con- 
taining the rules and regulations of the commercial museum. 
With d to the arrangement of samples, it is stated that the 
sample department consists of the three following sections :—~ 
(a.) The section of exports; (4) the section of imports ; (¢) the 
section of domestic produce and manufactures. 

The section of exports contains samples, patterns, and raw 
materials of foreign production and manufactures which are 
calculated to supp y useful information in the development of 
the export trade of Japan, and, especially, of those articles which 
offer, or are likely to offer, competition with similar exports from 
Japan, as well as those articles in foreign markets which Japan 
may to supply in future, though at present their supply is 
obtained only from some other foreign countries. 

The section of imports contains samples, patterns, and raw 
materials of those articles of merchandise of foreign origin which 
form the principal items of importation into Japan. 

The section of domestic produce and manufactures devotes 
itself to the exhibition of the samples, patterns, raw materials, 
&c. of domestic produce and manufactures at the request of 
exhibitors belonging to Osaka and various other cities and pre- 
fectures. 

To each of the articles on exhibit will be attached an 
explanatory card comaeing the following items :—Number; 
name; place of purchase (if the article is a donation, the fact 
will be stated, and the full name and address of the donor will 
be given) ; date of purchase ; place of production ; nature of the 
article (¢.g.,in the case of a textile fabric, mention will be made 
whether it is wholly of silk or mixed with cotton); quality (ie, 
the first, second, or third quality); use; size; market price or 

igi cost ; discouft (in cases where discounts are usually 
made on wholesale transactions); amount of import (or export) 
duty ; places. from which, or to which, imported; the annual 
amount of consumption (if the present statistics cannot be: 
obtained, according to the latest information) ; and useful remarks. 
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Besides the explanation mentioned in the preceding article, a 
document nn information on the following points will be 
prepared and p at the office of the museum for the use, upon 
request, of persons interested in the subject :—Annual amount of 
production ; principal places of consumption ; the names of prin- 
cipal firms engaged in exporting or importing the article ; season 
of demand for the article and season of its oo chief points of its 
adaptability to the tastes of consumers ; the needful improvements, 
if any ; comparison with Japanese articles of similar type and the 
state of competition existing between the two kinds ; bounty, if 
any, a upon its exportation and any other kind of govern- 
mental protection for the article ; and other important information. 

Every one of the articles on exhibition will be numbered to 
facilitate reference to a catalogue, each class having a separate 
series of numbers. 

All the expenses connected with the sections for exports and 
imports will be defrayed by the institution. 

ersons desiring to exhibit their articles in the section of 
domestic produce and manufacture must send to the office of the 
museum a written application containing the following particulars : 
—The full name, address, and occupation of the applicant ; the 
name of the principal firm, branch offices, agencies, sale rooms, 
&e. ; the class of the article to be exhibited ; the quality, quantity, 
and price of the same ; annual production ; s required for the 
exhibition; period of the exhibition; declaration to conform 
with the requirements of these rules. ; 

When the application is made in accordance with the requir 
ments in the preceding article, the office will, at the earliest 
possible date, reply whether the application can be granted or 
not, and, in the former case, will designate at the same time the 
date for forwarding the exhibits. 

All the expenses of conveying, packing, unpacking, taking into 
the museum, and arranging the articles are to be borne by the 
exhibitor. But the show cases shall be furnished by the institu- 
tion; nevertheless, the exhibitor may, by a special permission, use 
his own case, if he so desires, 

Upon the arrival of the exhibits, the office will classify the 
articles and assign them proper places for exhibition, The 
exhibitor or his agent can attend at the time of assigning places, 
but he will not be allowed to make any protest as to the nature of 
the locations given. 

The exhibitor is required to pay certain exhibition charges 
which will be calculated for three months from the time of exhi- 
bition, and paid invariably in advance for that period ; and a 
discontinuance of the exhibition before the expiration of the term 
will not entitle exhibitors to a refund of paid charges. 

Every exhibitor is required to invariably atiach to his exhibits 
his full name and address, the locality of. his principal firm, 
branch shops, agencies, &c., as well as the quality and price of 
the articles exhibited. “Whenever any change occurs in these 
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iculars he shall at once give to the office due notice to that 
effect, either verbally or in writing. ; 


The information above referred to may be given both in 
Japanese and English, if deemed desirable from the nature of the 
articles. 

Every exhibitor is required to furnish the office with full infor- 
mation respecting the sale"of articles he exhibits. 

In selling his articles the exhibitor shall charge the price which 
he has notified to the office, unless it has been much affected by 
some fluctuations in the market price. 


In case an exhibitor wishes to prolong his exhibition beyond the 
term engaged, he shall yive due notice to that effect at least 10 
days previously, and remit at the same time, by registered letter or 
some other manner, the amount of the charges for the additional 
three months. In the absence of such notice, the office, under- 
standing that the articles are not intended to te continued on 
exhibition, will remove them at the expiration of the term, and 
will deliver them to the exhibitor, his agent, or his branch shop, 
as the case may be. In such cases, the institution does not hold 
itself responsible for the damages that may possibly be done to 
the articles in packing and transporting. All articles, when 
withdrawn, will be packed and forwarded at the expense of the 
exhibitor. 

Upon the receipt of the withdrawal of articles on exhibit, the 
office will pack and deliver them to the exhibitor or his agent. 
As to the delivery, packing, transportation, damages, &c., they 
shall be treated in the same manner as in the preceding paragraph. 

Each exhibitor is allowed to register in the office without 
charge his address and the price list, advertisement, &. of his. 
exhibits. 

Exhibitors are at liberty to replace, from time to time, their 
articles on exhibit; and the office reserves to itself the right to 
order them to do so, whenever such removal is deemed necessary. 

While the office will undertake to clean and keep the exhibits 
in good order, and will otherwise take general care of them, it dees 


an bet itself responsible for loss arising from accidental disaster 
or theft. 

Each exhibitor or his agent has free admittance into the 
museum at any time while it is opened. For this purpose, the 
office will furnish him with a special ticket of admittance, which 
he is requested to show without fail to the ticket inspector, 


In connection with the museum there is established a section 
pF ena where specimens, patterns, diagrams, and materials of 
erent styles of packing merchandise will be exhibited for the 
information of all concerned. 
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Specimens, patterns, &c. in the preceding article shall bear 
labels describing the dimensions, shape, &c, of the articles to be 
packed, the method best adapted for their transportation, and 
other facts calculated to give necessary information on this 

_ subject. 

There are provided in the institution special places for posting. 
different kinds of notices and advertisements. Those who desire 
to avail themselves of this provision should send to the office a 
written application containing the following items (application. 
may, however, be ma‘e orally, if unavoidable):—The full name and: 
mr of the applicant; the subject of the advertisement ; the 
amount of wall space wanted for the same ; period of the adver- 
et declaration to conform to all the requirements of these. 
rules. 


When application is made in the above manner, the office shall, 
as soon as possible, reply whether it can be granted or not. In 
regard to the payment of charges, the assigament of space, &.,. 
they shall be treated in the came manner as in the case of the 
exhibits of domestic produce and manufactures. 


The institution has a library, containing various works of 
importance on commerce and industry, which the visitors may 
consult for information. 

The library is provided with various kinds of pampblets pub- 
lished by the institution, and works on the following subjects :— 
. Reports, statistics, &c. relating to communication and transpor- 
tation ; reports, statistics, &c. relating to commerce and industry ; 
the Customs tariffs, &c. of the principal commercial nations ; trade 
marks and patents ; the latest publications relating to commerce 
and industry; maps, charts, and atlases ; catalogues of commercial 
and industrial museums abroad ; home and foreign newspapers. 
and periodicals of commerce and industry. ; 


Visitors wishing to peruse any books in the library can procure: 
them by signifying their desire to the attendant, to whom they 
must return the books when they retire from the library. 

The institution will publish reports, either periodically or at 
convenient times. 

These reports are intended primarily as the medium for giving 
the necessary explanations about the articles on exhibition in the. 
museum. In addition to this, items of news considered to be 
interesting to the commercial and industrial circles, will be tran-. 
scribed from newspapers and periodicals both at home and abroad.. 


These reports will be sold publicly at a reasonable price. 


When considered ne , & temporary exhibition will be 
held either within or outside the museum. 


Rules for such temporary exhibitions will be fixed specially at: 
the time. 
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Samples on exhibition, excepting those in the section of 
domestic produce and manufactures, may be lent or cuttings 
thereof given to those persons who are engaged in manufacture 
or commerce, provided they are domiciled in the city of Osaka. 

When a visitor wishes to borrow or precure samples, he shall 
signify his desire to the attendant, who will at once communicate 
the reqnest to the director of the institution. Should there be no 
objection, the director will cause the article to be lent during 
hours that will cause no inconvenience to the exhibition, or direct 
that cuttings thereof be given to the applicant. 

The applicants for samples on exhibition are required to make 
immediate payment for the same at the following rates :— 

(a.) For a samples. of merchandise or patterns of 
packing, 5 per cent. of the original price. 

(4.) For borrowing books, maps, &c., 5 per cent. of the original 

rice ; for cuttings of samples, a certain amount to be designated 
by the office according to the original price of the articles, 

In all those three cases, a proper appraisement shall be made 
to determine the amount to be paid whenever the original price 
cannot be ascertained. 

In case the borrowed article is lost, damaged, or stained, proper 
compensation shall be made for the same by the payment of an 
amount of money to be determined by the authority of the 
institution based upon original price, transportation, expenses, &c. 

There is attached to the institution a laboratory for making 
chemical analyses of chemicals, minerals, &%. The laboratory is 
also intended to provide manufacturers of Osaka with an institu- 
tion where they can make enquiries on chemical subjects and thus 
promote the industrial interests of the city. The applications for 
chemical analysis may, however, be rejected when the convenience 
of the institution requires it. 

The applicants for chemical analysis will pay fees in advance 
at the following rates :— . : 

(a.) Analysis to ascertain the quality of articles, from 30 sen 
to 2 yen. 

_ (b.) Analysis to ascertain the quantity of ingredients from 
50 sen to 5 yen. 

(c.) In case an elaborate eee is needed, involving con- 
siderable expense, the fees shall be charged according to the 
actual amount of expenditure. 

This enterprise on the part of Japan has not only attracted the 
attention of the consular officers of the United States, for other 
countries have perceived in it a decided step in advance in the 
commercial progress of the Empire of the Far East. A writer 
in the “ Monde Economique,” of 24th pe last, in an article 
fully describing the aims and objects of the museum, says :— 
“ While we are still asking when we shall have a Trade Intel- 
“ ligence Centre, worthy of a nation like France, young Japan 
“ has opened her commercial museum at Osaka,” and again, 
with reference to the use that other nations may make of the 
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establishment at Osaka:—“If we had a little of that practical 
* spirit, of that spirit of co-operation in which the merchants of 
“ Germany band themselves together to send out common 
“ representatives all over the world, we should not be long in 
“ taking a prominent place in this museum. It would not be 
“ necessary for each house of business to send out a special 
** agent—that would be a bad plan, because too costly. French 
* merchants desirous of trading with Japan should come to some 
“ understanding to entrust to one single representative the task 
“¢ of representing them in that country and of conveying to 
buyers there all information as to the articles exported.’ 


XVIL—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF ICELAND. 


_ The trade statistics compiled by the Icelandic Government 
are seldom published until one or two years have elapsed from 
the expiration of the period to which they refer, and at present the 
latest statistics available relate to the year 1894. It is, therefore, 
difficult to obtain precise and reliable information as to the pro- 
gress and condition of trade during the past year, and the report 
recently received at the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Reykjavik is only couched in general terms,* 

In 1896 there wasa decided depression of trade, especially in 
the south-west. districts, owing to the failure of the cod fishery 
there. The export of sheep was smaller than usual, causing a 
further shrinkage of trade. é 

The total imports and exports were below the average, which 
during the last 15 years for which statistics are available has 
run about 330,0007. annual value of imports, and 315,000/, annual 
value of exports. i 

As is to be expected in a country which produces little else 
than sheep, cattle, and fish, the imports embrace the greater 

rt of the necessaries of life, as well as all the luxuries. ‘The 
inhabitants live, of course, to a large extent on the fish, mutton, 
beef, and milk which they produce themselves, and to a consider- 
able degree clothe themselves with the wool yielded by their 
flocks, but everything else which they require must be imported. 

Cotton and other textile goods come chiefly from Great Britain, 
though of recent years Germany has proved a considerable 
competitor. 


* No. 1881.—Foreign Office Annual Series. 
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Similarly, in regard to cutlery and hardware of all kinds, the 
trade is divided between Great Britain and Germany, the former, 
admittedly, supplying the better quality, though the cheapness of 
the goods sent by the latter country insures their sale in large 
quantity. Asa general rule the Icelandic purchaser pays more 
attention to the price than the quality of the goods he buys, 
cheapness is the first requisite, and there is consequently little 
demand for goods of superior quality, This applies not only to 
hardware and textile goods, but also to cereals, groceries, and all 
other goods imported. 

Iceland being without trees, timber is a large and important 
article of import, and is at present brought entirely from Norway. 

Fishery salt, coal, and petroleum are the largest imports in 
quantity which come entirely from Great Britain, the salt being 
brought from the Mersey or Middlesburough, and coal from the 
Tyne or Forth ports. Another British import which is at present 
increasing rapidly in quantity, is corrugated galvanised iron sheets 
for building purposes. 

At present the trade of Iceland seems to be in a state of 
transition from the old credit and barter system to a cash system. 
15 to 20 years ago there was very little cash in circulation in the 
island. The merchants supplied the farmers and fishermen on 
credit with the foreign goods they required, receiving payment in 
Iceland produce Once a year, as the season arrived, when the fish, 
wool, and other products were ready for export. The bulk of 
the people were consequently always in debt, and to cover them- 
selves the merchants were obliged to charge high prices for the 
imported goods. On the other hand, the merchants, to attract 
customers, often gave more than the market value for Iceland 
produce, buying the native products, in fact, at a loss, which 
they made good by the high profit on the foreign goods. The 

rices of both imports and exports were thus quite artificial, 

ing on Paper much higher than their actual values. This 
system still obtains to some extent, because for wool the Iceland 
merchant often pays 1d. to 2d. per lb. more than he can get for 
it in England, and the fisherman frequently receives rather more 
for his fish here than the exporter can get for it from Spain or 
Great Britain, but the merchant counts on ragerses. 3 his loss by 
the prices he charges for the foreign goods which he supplies. 
in exchange. 

This system is decidedly unsound and disadvantageous to alk 
parties, and has especially a retarding effect on direct export 
trade. Attempts which British importers have from time to time 
made to buy Iceland products for cash have not been successful, 
because they could not afford to pay in cash the artificially high 
prices which the Iceland merchant paid in goods, while the native. 
perme failed to see that it might be to his advantage to take a — 
ower price in cash rather than a high one in goods. For a long 
time the only cash export trade was in sheep and ponies, and it 
was carried on by one or two British firms who never engaged in 
barter. There is now, however, a considerable change in this 
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respect, buying and selling for cash goes on to a much larger 
extent than formerly, and prices are no longer inflated to the 
extent that they were. This change is partly due to the formation 
of co-operative trading societies all over the country, the farmers 
and fishermen in the various districts combining to send their 
sheep, ponies, wool, fish, &c. abroad for sale on commission, and 
in return buying wholesale quantities of provisions and foreign 
goods, which the societies divide among their members. Whether 
this co-operative system will prove satisfactory in the long run 
may be doubted; it wants the stability which capital and 
commercial experience would give, but which associations of 
comparatively poor peasants and fishermen do not possess; there 
is, however, no doubt that as a transition stage it has been very 
oy in opening the eyes of the people to a better system of 
tra 

The people live entirely by rearing sheep and cattle, and by 
fishing. There are no manufactures, and although the island 
yields a large quantity of wool it is all exported in the raw state, 
except a small quantity which is knitted into coarse gloves and 
= Two small wool-spinning mills, driven by water- 
power, have recently been erected—one near Reykjavik, the other 
in the north-east—but although these do much towards supplying 
the island demands, they have not as yet attempted to export the 
goods they manufacture. .A considerable quantity of “ vadmél” 


(the native woollen cloth) is woven on hand-looms; formerly this 
was used for the greater part of the clothing worn in the island, 
but now foreign fabrics have to a great extent supplanted it. 
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XVII.—CUSTOMS REGULATIONS IN BRAZILIAN 
PORTS. 


With reference to the notices on’ page 327 of the March, 
1897, number, and page 576 of Vol. X XI. (November 1896) of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” as to Customs regulations in 
Brazilian ports, a despatch has been received from the Foreign 
Office containing the following instructions to. shippers and 
captains trading with Brazil. : 


Manifests and Proceedings on Arrival. 


Every merchant captain on arriving at a Brazilian port must 
be provided with the customary ships manifest duly authenticated 
by the Brazilian Consalar authority at’ the port of origin, or in 
the absence of such by the local authority. 

He must be provided with similar manifests in regard to any 
commercial operations effected at any intermediate port, or with 
certificates as to not having effected at any intermediate port, any 
such operations. 

The manifest and ship’s papers must be presented to the 
Brazilian official on the occasion of the Customs visit, which 
succeeds those of the health and police authorities. 

_ At the moment of the Customs visit the captain must hand 

1. List of any merchandise or articles on board which may 
not be included in the manifest, giving reasons for such non- 
inclusion. 

2. Declaration as to any shortages, i.e., articles which though 
inscribed on the manifest may have been thrown overboard for 
any reason, may have been landed at any intermediate port, or 
may not have been embarked. 

3. List of passengers and details as to their baggage. 

4, List of ships’ stores, whether in actual use or in reserve. 
Samples or any small cases containing merchandise in the cabins 
or elsewhere must also be indicated. Mail bags must also be 
handed in. 

It is to be especially observed that vague declarations, seeking 
to justify or attenuate irregularities in the manifest, or false 
declarations, will not be admitted. ee 


Fines. 


1. Non presentation of manifest, 5 dols. to 500 dols. 
2. Error in authenticity of manifest, 500 reis to 2 dols. per 
ton on register tonnage of vessel; or 1 per cent. on duties 


leviable on its cargo, at option of inspector, unless the manifest 
shall have been presented sealed by the Consulate. 
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3. Omission to declare inflammable articles, 20 dols. to 
100 dols, per article (volume), or 10 to 50 per cent. of its value 
at option of inspector. 

4, Breaking seal of, or opening manifest, 25 dols, to 50 dols. 

5. Falsification of, introduction of fresh leaves to, or additions 
and erasures to the manifest on part of captain after its delivery 
by the Consul, 50 dols; to 300 dols., besides penalties under the 
Penal Code. 


Formalities after Arrival. 


Within a fixed term of 24 hours from the moment of the 
Customs visit the captain must appear before the inspector to 
confirm the declarations made by him on arrival ; he may on that 
occasion make any additional declarations as to his cargo. 

It is to be observed that section 1, article 353, declares that 
“on that occasion as well as any other occasion” (excepting 
during the search of the ship by the Customs guards) a captain 
‘may make any other declaration as to his cargo. ‘Those as to 
excess “will be at once accepted so as to avoid the penalties 
contemplated by the Regulations,” whilst those as to shortages 
will be considered by the inspector and accepted or not according 
to circumstances. 

The attention of captains is, however, called to the fact that 
deelarations of excess or shortages should be made on arrival or 
within 24 hours ; those made on any other occasion being in prac- 
tice rarely admitted as valid. 


Stores. 


Should the declared list of ships’ stores not have been presented 
as above on occasion of the Customs visit on board, it must be 
presented within 48 hours of arrival. 

Failure to obey this rule is punishable by a fine of from 
50 dols. to 500 dole. and the stores, ipso facto, will be charged 
with duties. 

The inclusion in the list of any articles regarded as not proper! 
belonging to ships’ stores results in the imposition of double -. 
duties on such articles, or else, besides the duties, of a fine of 
half the value of such articles, at the option of the inspector. 

These fines will not be levied if the captain expressly declares 
in the said list that such articles are destined for exportation. 

According toa circular of 23rd October 1897, tobacco, to an 
extent. proportionate to the consumption of the crew, may be 
included in the store list. 


Concealment of Goods on board a Vessel. - 


At any moment subsequent to the visit on arrival of a shi 
and during its whole stay in port, Customs officials are extinaee’ 
te search for such goods, proved not to be entered on the manifest 
or store list. Such goods will be forfeited, and a fine amounting 
to one half their official value imposed either on the captain, or 
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on the owner, if the former be proved not to be aware of such 
concealment. 


Contents of Cases, Bales, or Casks. : 

No responsibility accrues to captains under this heading, 
excepting :— ; 

1. When water or other valueless liquid is substituted for that 
which they should contain. 

2 When the cases, &c., show signs of having been tampered 
with, 

3. When the cases, &., weigh less or are of inferior dimensions 
to the indications given on the manifest. 


Excess or Deficiency on Manifests verified subsequent to Discharge 
of Cargo. 

In cases of excess, discovered subsequent to discharge in the 
Custom-house, a fine will be imposed of 5 dols. to 100 dols, for 
each case, bale, &c., or, in the case of goods in bulk, of 10 per cent. 
to 50 per cent, of the official value, But the administrators will 
take into consideration the circumstances of each case, not 
imposing such fine when there is no imputation of fraud. 

n cases of deficiency (shortage), unless the captain can ‘prove 
(within a reasonable time) that the articles have not been 
embarked, double the duties properly leviable upon such deficient 


articles will be charged, the estimate being based upon the 
declarations in the manifest. 


Appeals. 


Any appeal against the decision of an inspector (accompanied 
by documents in support) must be made within 30 days to date — 
from the day of its intimation, through the intermediary of the 
chief of the Custom-house. 


Observations. 

It is to be observed that the penalties and fines leviable as 
above, are in some instances divided between the official dis- 
covering the irregularity or omission andthe Treasury. An 
obvious incentive, therefore, exists in favour of discovery of 
irregularities and imposition of fines. 

When fines are imposed it rarely occurs that the minimum fine 
mentioned is levied, and where Jatitude is accorded to a Custom 
House inspector the interpretation affixed to regulations is not, as 
a rule, lenient in character, 

Shipping agents and Captains should bear in mind that when 
once a fine is imposed on account of undoubted infringement of 
these regulations it is very rarely remitted by the Ministry of 
Finance. 

It is therefore useless applying, in case of fines, for the inter- 
vention of Her Majesty’s Legation unless positive proof can be 
afforded that_the above regulations have been complied with. 
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XVIII—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF GERMAN EAST 
AFRICA. 


The following is the Customs tariff now in force in the German 
East African colony, embodying also certain modifications 
notified to the Foreign Office by Mr. W. S. H. Gastrell in a 


despatch dated 17th April last :— 
Import Duties. 


Article. Duty. 


Spirits of all kinds, with the exception of beer, 
wine, vermouth, and sparkling wines*f - 
Maize, negro corn (“mtama and mavele”’), 
lentils, as well as all similar kinds of grain 
and pulse not elsewhere mentioned, and 
.| _ dutiable in the tariff - - - - | 100 Ibs, Eng. 30 pesa.. 
“Rice, unhulled = - - 30 pesa. 
Rice, hulled - - 40 pesa. 
Note.—Rice, hulled, and unhulled mixed, shall 
be dutiable as hulled rice. 
All other unenumerated and dutiable goods and 
articles with the exception of those mentioned 
in the list of articles exempt from duty - 10 °/, ad val. 
Note.—Except when special exceptions have 
been expressly stipulated for particular cases, 
the circumstance of whether the goods are new 
or used must, for levying duty, not be taken 
into consideration. 


20 °/, ad val. 


» 80 pesa. 


* The licence duty of 16 pesa per litre hitherto levied on spirits has been 


abolished. 
+ Conformable to an ordinance of the Imperial Governor of German East Africa, 
dated February 17, 1894, the retail or sale of alcoholic beverages has been subjected 


to special regulations. 
List of Articles exempt from Import Duty. 


1. Wares and goods which are transhipped or taken on shore 
under Customs control in order to repair damages suffered from 
stress of weather or other sea accidents, provided that the cargo 
so discharged be again re-exported. 

2. All wares and goods belonging to or intended for the Imperial 
Government of German East Africa. 

3. All articles of personal outfit of officers of the forces of 

tection and of Government officials. 

4, Coal and all articles of equipment for the Imperial Navy 
and vessels of the flotilla. 

5. Agricultural machines and implements. All materials for 
making roads, for the construction and running of tramways or 
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railways, and all means of conveyance ; but all these articles only 
in so far as they are proved by the certificate of an authority to 
be intended for the German East African colony. 

6. Coins of the German East African colony. 

7. Used tools and similar implements which workmen or artisans 
intending to settle in German East Africa bring with them. 

8. Physical, medical, and similar instruments, which are not 
imported for purposes of trade; also medicines, books, printed 
matter, patterns, statues and pictures with or without frames, 
with the exception of photographic apparatus, books (the leaves 
of which afford room for additions in drawing or writing), and 
paper prepared for accounts, labels, bills of lading, &., and 
accessories for the same. 

9. Used household effects, furniture, clothing and linen, 
imported by immigrants for the purpose of permanently settling, 
provided that they prove by an official certificate that these 
— have been in their use and possession for a certain length 
of time. 

10. All articles imported by Christian missions, which are of 
direct use in the services of the Christian creeds, in education, or 
in nursing the sick. 

11. Small quantities of articles of consumption which travellers 
can carry with them in their trunks, and used clothes and linen 
not imported for sale. 

12. Horses, asses, mules, camels, and cattle. 

.13. Goods exported from the German territory for repairs or 
alterations and afterwards re-imported, provided that they were 
declared at a principal Custom-house for re-importation, and that 
they be re-imported within nine months from the day of exporta- 
tion, and that the goods have, owing to the repairs, received no 
higher value than they originally had when new. 

14. Seeds, plants, trees, and the like, intended fcr cultivation. 

Note.—“ Chiroko,” “ Mtama,” maize, rice, and other like 
native products are not to be regarded as seeds. 


Export Duties. 


Article. 


Fe. 


Ivory - - - 
Hippopotamus and wild boars’ teeth - 
Horns of all kinds - - 

Hides and skins - - - 


ee 


Pepper of all kin - - - 
Negro tobacco (prepared and packed i 
ro manner) - 
Syrup (“ asili”), molasses, and sugar-cane 


= | Duty. 
°/, ad val. 
- °/, ad val. 
°/, ad val. 
- °/, ad val. 
Tortoise-shell - - °/, ad val. 
Cowries - - ad val. 
Copal - 169m °/., ad bal. 
Caoutchoue - - - - | 1001 ng. 18 rupees. 
Ochilla - - - 11°5 °/, ad val. 
10 - - - ad val. 
il love stems - . 12 rupees. 
12 11°5 val. 
18 
ad val, 
. 14 - 5 °/, ad val. 
15 8°5 °/, ad val. 
i 
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| No. Article. Duty. 
16 | Sesame | 100 Ibs. Eng. 15 pesa. 
17 | Maize, negro corn ( mtama and ‘marvele”), 
lentils, as well as similar kinds of grain and 
pulse, not elsewhere neta and dutiable 
in the tariff - - - pe 15 pesa. 
18 | Rice, unhulled ~ - - - aid 15 pesa. 
19 | Rice, hulled - ‘i 20 pesa. 
‘Note. —Hulled and unhalled sles; 
shall be dutiable as hulled rice. 
20 | “Chiroko” ~ 40 pe 
21 | Ebony, grenadilla, ‘and sandalwood - 10 °/, ad val. 
22 | Beams of wood (“ boritis ”’), boards, trees, thick 
and thin poles, timber for shipbuilding, fire- 
wood* - 10 °/, ad val 
23 | Mats, sacks of bast and baskets, grass for 
plaiting, Mts and “ makutis’’ (palm leaves) - 5 °/, ad val. 
Camels - - - - | Each 5 rupees. 
Horses - - 23 rapees. 
Mules and donkeys - - - - os 20 rupees. 
242) Asses (“ Muskat”) ~ 20 rupees 
Asses (half-bred and “ Wanjamwesi 11 rupees. 
- - 7 rupees. 
ote——Sucking camels, horses, and asses, 
as well as lambs and kids which follow the 
mother, are free of 
25 | Parrots - ru 
26 | Meat, fresh, ‘of all kinds - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
27 | All other unenumerated articles or goods of 
African origin, with the exception of clothes, 12% 
linen, coffee, cocoa, vanilla, tea, cotton, silk, | — 
' and tobacco grown on European plantations, 
or tobacco prepared and in 
ees European manner - 1*5°/, ad val. 


* On exportation and transhipment on the waterway a felling tax of 30 per cent. 
on the dutiable value shall, in addition, be levied on the timber enumerated in 
No. 22, as indemnity for the free felling of timber. 

¢ Cattle for slaughtering, as well as fresh meat, exported by the Imperial Navy 
. for their own use are subject to no duty whatever. 


i 
| q 
vit 
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X1X.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


BELGrum. 
Regulations concerning the Importation of Horses. 

A despatch, dated 14th April last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, oe copies of 
two Royal decrees regulating the importation of horses into 
Belgium. Horses imported for food must, on their entry into the 
country, be provided with a metal token, as laid down by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Public Works. These animals can 
only be admitted into the country under condition of being 
immediately despatched to a public slaughter-house or similar 
private establishment, where they will be kept apart until killed, 
which must be within eight days of their arrival. In default, the 
animals may be killed, without compensation, by the authorities. 
~~ of the above animals a permit is issued by the veterinary 
in rge. 

Tletne from infected places, not declared for slaughter, and 
those which are suspected of not being free from disease, are 
placed under observation immediately onvtheir arrival. They are 
retained at the frontier, at the expense of the persons importing 
them, for at least three days. Horses imported for direct transit 
are not subject to the regulations of the decree. - The importation 
and transit of horses must be effected by the ports of Antwerp, 
Ghent, and Ostend, cr by certain Branch Customs offices 
enumerated in a special list attached to the decree. 


_ Tariff Modifications, 

A despatch, dated 30th April last, has been received at the 
‘Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing copies of a Ministerial Decree, dated the 
26th April last, by which detonators for dynamite will in future 
be classed under the heading of “divers products for industrial 
purposes,” and subjected to a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 


4 


_ FRANCE. 
Tariff Classification. 
The monthly circular of the British Chamber of Commerce in 


Paris states that the Tribunal at Montpellier -has lately given a 
decision which may be of interest to persons engaged in the wine 


4 
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and spirit trade. The question submitted to them was whether 
the article known as “ Byrrh ” is to be classed as wine or alcohol. 

The French railway companies were of opinion that “ Byrrh” 
was an alcohol, and they insisted on applying to it the tariff for 
the transport of alcohol, whilst the makers of the article argued 
that it should be classed as wine. 

The Tribunal has decided in favour of the manufacturers and 
against the railway companies, and, unless the judgment be 
reversed on appeal, “ Byrrh ” will in future be treated as wine, and 
will pay the railway tariff of wine, and at the octroi the duty on 
wine. 


Importation of Soft Corn for the Manufacture of Starch. 


A communication has been received from the Foreign Office, 
enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” containing Presi- 
dential decree, permitting the temporary free entry into France 
of soft corn for the manufacture of starch. By this decree it is 
enacted that :— 

Soft corn may be temporarily imported free under the con- 
ditions laid down by the law of the 5th July 1836. 

For every 100 kilogs. of soft corn must be produced 55 kilogs. of 
starch made from it. The re-exportation or deposit in entrepdt 
of the starch must take place within six months, The declara- 
tions of temporary admission, or re-exportation, or deposit, must 
be in the name and for the account of the manufacturers. 
Importation and exportation can only be carried out, for the 

sent, vid Marseilles, Paris, and Lyons, but other towns may 
Os teckaded later, by the authority of the Finance Minister. 


FrancE—Frencu GUINEA. 


Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated 12th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty's Ambas-* 
sador at Paris, enclosing extract from the “Journal Offciel,” 
containing copy of a Presidential decree, modifying the duties in 
French Guinea on goods imported from foreign countries in 
which they did not originate, as follows :— 


Frs. 
Tissues of all kinds, ready- per 100 kilogs. (net) 25:00 
made &c. 
Tobacco leaf, manufactured ‘ (gross) 10°00 
Gunpowder, export and je » 20°00 
Other goods - » 3°60 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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AUSTRIA, 


Amendment of Customs and Commercial Union with Hungary 
as regards Harbour Dues, §c. 


A despatch, dated 26th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Vienna, enclosing copy of a law of February 27th last, amend- 

ing Article VI. of the customs and commercial union with 
Hungary, as follows :— 

I. The ministry of the various kingdoms and lands represented 
in the Reichsrath are ewpowered to annul the 6th clause of 
Article Vi. of the Customs union concluded with the Hungarian 
Ministry (viz., the laws of June 27, 1878, and May 21, 1887), and, 
in conjunction with the Hungarian Government, to amend it by 
the following regulations :— ety 

As regards the levying of harbour dues, ships, harbours, road- 
steads, and other places on the sea coast are considered to be on 
equal footing. 

All shipping dues directly benefit the country (i.e, Austria or 
Hungary) them. 

Ships of both countries, which take advantage of a single pay- 
ment of harbour dues for the whole year, must discharge that 
due in’the harbour in which they are registered. 

Foreign ships on a similar footing to ships of both countries, 
which claim this advantage, may discharge the harbour dues in 
whichever harbour of either party they may choose. Half of the 
dues so levied must be paid over to the maritime authorities of 
the other party. 

The dues levied are in like manner divided in the case of ships 
which, after the discharge of the dues, during the period in one 
case of 20, in the other of 60 days of freedom from further dues, 
enter a harbour, &c. belonging to the other country and there 
perform any mercantile operation. 


AustTrRia-HUNGARY. 


‘New Law as to Dues in Austrian Harbours and Roadsteads. 


The following is the tcxt of the new law relating to the im- 
position of dues in Austrian harbours, roadsieads, &., received 
at the Foreign Office in a despatch from Sir H. Rumbold, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Vienna, dated 26th March last :— 

I, Every ship entering an Austrian harbour, roadstead, or other 
place on the sea cuast for purposes of commerce must pay in the 
harbour office the dues laid down by this law. 

ITI. The liability to harbour dues begins with the commence- 
ment of any mercantile operation. 

The dues must be paid before the departure of the ship. 


4 
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In special cases the port authorities may allow special conditions 
of payment. 

fn the case of a ship not leaving the harbour within three 
months, owing to its being refitted or for some other reason, the 
harbour dues must be discharged within three months of the date 
of arrival of the ship in harbour. 

Such a ship is free from any further payment of harbour dues 
until it _— enters any Austrian harbour, roadstead, or other 
place on the sea coast for the purpose of embarking or discharging 
goods or passengers. 

The ship is liable for the discharge of harbour dues. 

III. The embarkation and discharge of passengers or goods 
are considered as a mercantile operation in the sense of the law. 

The following are not considered as mercantile operations :— 

_(a.) The receiving or the delivery of the post. 

(6.) The sending of boats to land. 

(c.) The receiving or delivery of letters or simple patterns. 

(d.) The renewal of food supply required exclusively for the 

ship, of the coal supply, of the ship’s equipment, of cbjects in 
general use as far as they are required for the continuation of the 
voyage ; the decision on this point lies with the harbour office 
concerned. 
(e.) The embarkation or the discharge of pilots, stevedoree, 
prisoners, and of persons without means who are being repatriated, 
the landing of persons who have fallen sick, or the bodies of persons 
deceased or of shipwrecked persons who have been picked up 
during the voyage. 

(f-) The receiving or discharge of empty casks or similar 
vessels which have been in use. 

(g.) The towing of ships. 

(h.) The unlading of cargo of a ship which enters harbour on 
account of injuries, when the cargo is to be reshipped after the 


. damage has been repaired. 


(i.) The embarkation or discharge of cargo and passengers at 
the order of the authorities or in case of “force majeure”; the 
question in the latter case is to be decided by the harbour office 
concerned. 

IV. The following are free from payment of harbour dues :— 

(a.) Men-of-war and ships chartered exclusively for military 
purposes. 

(6.) AH Government vessels. 

(c.) All Austrian or foreign ships not exceeding the net 
tonnage of 25 tons. 

(d.) Yachts of all nations, if they are considered as such by the 
nation whose flag they fly, and are not used for purposes of trade. 

(e.) Fishing boats, even when they are engaged in carrying 
fresh fish or bait. 

(f.) Lighters engaged in the lading and unlading of ships. 

(g.) Austrian ships and other craft which are engaged in 
transporting material exclusively destined for public harbour. 
works, 
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(h.) Craft plying on inland canals and rivers. 

(i.) Newly-constructed vessels launched in an Austrian harbour, 
entering an Austrian harbour to take in their first cargo. 

(k.) Ships engeged in telegraph work, as long as they engage 
in no commercial operation. 

(1) Ships on a voyage connected with the interests of science, 
when it is recognised as such by the marine authorities, 

V. Harbour dues are paid in proportion to the net tonnage, 
which is reckoned according to the regulations respecting the 
capacity of vessels; portions of a ton exceeding 50 per cent. , Roe 


considered as a whole ton ; portions under 50 per cent. not being 
reckoned. 


VI. Austrian steamers, or foreign steamers on a similar footing, 
pay the following dues for each net ton :— 
(a.) If they come from abroad and in the same year enter 
harbour en their first and second voyage - 40 kr. (8d). 
third and fourth , - - 30kr. (6d) 
fifth or subsequent ,, - - 20 kr, (4d.) 
when they come from an-Austrian port - -. 15 kr. (3d.) 
Steamers which have paid the dues laid down in. the above 
baragrephe are free from dues for 20 days, reckoned from the day 
of the first entry for which the due was paid, in all Austrian. 
harbours, roadsteads, and. other places on the sea-coast, on con- 
dition that— 
(1) they touch at no foreign harbour except in case of “ force, 


majeure,” and do not engage in any commercial undertaking, 
even in the latter case ; 


(2) that the steamers mentioned under do not act 


as means of communication between Austrian harbours, road- 
steads, or places on the coast; unless it is a question of the 
transhipment of cargo or passengers from one vessel to another of 
the regular service of the same company. 

Steamers acting contrary to this regulation have to pay dues of 
15 kr. (3d.) per ton net.in all harbours which they have touched 


at —e the 20 days for the purposes connected with internal 
traffic, 


VII. Austrian steamers, or foreign steamers on a similar footing, 
plying exclusively in the Adriatic Sea—that is to say, westwards 
as far as the Promontory of Santa Maria de Leuca, eastwards as 
far as Cape Clarenza, including the Gulf of Lepanto, the Ionian 
Islands, the harbour and canal of Zante, and rivers running into 
these waters—are free of the harbour dues Jaid down in Sec. VI. 
during one calendar year on payment of four florins (6s. 8d.) per 
net ton. . 


VIII. Austrian steamers, and steamers on a similar footing, 
plying between inland harbours, &c., and—irrespective of cases 
of “ force majeure,” when no mercantile undertaking is engaged 
in-—do not touch at a foreign port, are free during one calendar 
year from the harbour dues laid down in Section VI. on payment 
for each net ton of the sum of 50 kr. (10d.) up to 100 tons” 


| 
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burden, and of 2 florins (3s, 4d.) per ton when that tonnage is 


exceedeil, 
TX. Austrian sailing vessels and vessels on a similar footing 
pay the following duties per net ton :— 
(a.) When they come from abroad— 
For a tonnage not exceeding 100 tons - 4kr. ($d.) 
For a tonnage exceeding 100 tons - - 10 kr. (2d.) 
{b.) When they come from an Austrian harbour-- 
For a tonnage not exceeding 100 tons net- 2 kr. (2d.) 
For a tonnage exceeding 100 tons net - 5 kr. (ld) 


Sailing vessels which have discharged the dues laid down in 
the foregoing paragraphs are free for 60 days, reckoned from the 
day of entry for which the dues have been paid in all Austrian 
harbours, &c., if during this period they touch at no foreign 
harbour, except in case of “force majeure,” and on condition, in 
the latter case, that they carry out no mercantile operation. 

Sailing ships are free from payment of the above-mentioned 
harbour dues, if they pay, after the voyage in home or foreign 
waters, for every net ton double the harbour due in question. 

X. For foreign ships not on the same footing as Austrian 
vessels, at each entry into harbour a due of 1 florin (1s. 8d.) per 
net ton is to be paid. ; 

XL. The right of the State to adjust dues which, in conse- 
quence of a wrong construction placed upon the law, have been 
either not levied at all or in too small an amount, lapses after one 
year from the day on which the due should have been discharged. 

Within the same period claims for the repayment of wrongfully 
levied dues will be entertained. 

The harbour due will be assessed by the harbour office con- 
cerned. 

In disputed questions relating to assessment, appeal is made, 
first to the port authorities, and then afterwards to the Ministry 
of Commerce. 

XII. In virtue of this law, 8°5 per cent. of harbour dues levied 

towards the Maritime Charitable Fund. 

XIII. The present law enters into force on the day of publica- 
tion, and replaces the law of June 10, 1883 respecting tte dues 
to be levied in harbours, &. on the Austrian coast. 


RouMAnIA. 


Importation of Torn and Soiled Paper forbidden. . 
According to a note in the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” 
the importation into Roumania is forbidden of torn or soiled 
paper, old newspapers, or any kind of soiled printed matter. The 
above regulation was to come into force on the 4th February last. 


| 
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Duties on Salt, 
The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes a Bulgarian 


law as to duties on salt, as follows :— 

Art. 1. Native sea salt is charged with an excise duty of 
6 franes per 100 kilogs, 

Art. 2. Sea salt and rock salt of foreign origin pay an excise 
and Customs duty of 9 francs on entering the principality. 

Art. 3, Anyone transporting salt from the salt works or the 
deposits near the same, without having first paid the above duty, 


will pay, in addition, a fine equal to double duty, 


STATES. 


Customs Decisions. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws 
of the United States have recently been given by the authorities 
in that country :— 

Gauffrée leather, consisting of pieces of thin leather, cut 
uniformly, 28 ins. in width and from 32 to 36 ins. in length, 
one side being plain and the other surface an embossed pattern, 
coated with designs in silver and various attractive colours, is 
dutiable at 20 per cent. under paragraph 341. 

Willow for basket-makers’ use, cut into lengths and peeled, is 
dutiable at 20 per cent. under paragraph 179. 

Liquid jousthe from Russia is assessed as a product of petroleum 
under paragraph 568 at 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Dahlia tubers are entitled to free entry under paragraph 611 as 
roots not edible, 

Cotton coronation cords are liable to duty at 45 per cent. ad. 
valorem under paragraph 263, 

Embroidered cotton flouncings, variously described under 
different names, are assessed for duty at 50 per cent, ad valorem 
under paragraph 276 for “ embroideries be 
and articles embroidered by hand or machinery.” 

Sulphur, ground but not ified, is free of duty under para- 
graph 642 as “ crude sulphur,” or “ sulphur not otherwise provided 

or. 


Embroidered table linen is to pay duty at the rate of 50 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraphs 276 and 301. 
Smokers’ pastiles are dutiable at 40 per cent. ad valorem under: 
tam of hea r, lithographed, representing: 
various of animal life, for duty as toys at 
per cent. under paragraph 321. 


97366. E 
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Cloaking, a wool knit fabric, made on a knitting machine or 
frame, the face being finished with a bouclé effect, somewhat 
resembling astrachan, is dutiable under a, 0 281 at 35 per 
cent. as wool knit fabrics valued at less than 40 cents per 

und. 
ig. all steels covered with cotton, cotton being the component 
— of chief value are assessed at 35 per cent. under paragraph 

Corset clasps or busks, made of leather and wire, leather being 

component material of chief value, are assessed at 30 per cent. 
under paragraph 303. 

“ Diamontine ” polishing powder, consisting of a white powder 

oe 0p in small glass vials or bottles, about 2 inches high, holding 

than one quarter of a pint, is dutiable as follows, viz. the 

— at 20 per cent..and-the bottles or vials at 40 cents per 
ozen. 


Flat, thin pieces of steel from 4 to 7 inches in length, and in 
width tapering from a half inch or more to almost a point for 
more than one-half the length, on both sides in the form of a file, 
and the ether portion or handles smooth, are classified as files at 
35 cents per dozen under paragraph 141. 

Surgical scissors are liable to duty at 45 per cent. under para- 
graph 140 as scissors. 

Mineral, ground, is to be cleared under section 3 at 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Dental rubber in sheets is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 352. 

Mantles for Welsbach gas-burnere, made of cotton and certain 
metal oxides, are dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem under 
section 3. 

Asphalt, epurée and dried, is entitled to free entry under para- 
graph 390. 

lastic webbing of cotton and india-rubber is assessed for dut 
at 45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 263. 


Entry of Merchandise imported on and after the first day 
of April 1897. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of the following circular of the Treasury Department at 
Washington (U.S.A.) :— 

Under the authority conferred upon the Secre of the 
Treasury by section 249, Revised Statutes, chief officers of Customs 
are hereby instructed to delay, until further orders, final liquidation 
of entries made at the respective ports of any merchandise arriving 
thereat after the first day of April 1897. But liquidations may 
be tentatively made, and such liquidations shall not be closed and 
stamped, but shall be held open during the pendency of this order, 
so as to be amended or corrected, if necessary. ' 

These directions shall not be applied, however, to any entries 
made after April 1, 1897, of merchandise which was purchased and 
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directed, by the owner, to be shipped for import into the United 
States by any person, prior to April 1, 1897... 

Hereafter hetan for consumption, except those specified in 
the preceding paragraph, shall be stamped in red ink by the clerks 
respectively passing the same, under the direction of the Collector 
with the following words :— j 


Subject to change of rates if required by law. 


Collector. 


Appraising officers will, whenever practicable, retain such 
samples of imported merchandise as may be necessary to deter- 
mine any question hereafter arising relative to the proper identifi- 
cation and classification for duty of such merchandise. 


t Inspection of Beef for Export. 
The following circular, dated March 12 last, has been issued 
by the Treasury Department at Washington to Collectors of 
ustoms :— 


“Your attention is directed to section 2 of the Act approved 


March 3, 1891, as amended by the Act approved March 2, 1895, 
as follows :— 

“Sect. 2. That the Secretary of iculture shall also cause 
to be made a careful inspection of all live cattle, the weat of 
which, fresh, salted, canned, corned, packed, cured, or . otherwise 
: Las yp is intended for exportation to any — country, at 

suc 


times and places, and in such manner as he may 

proper, with a view to ascertain whether said cattle are free from 
disease, and their meat sound and wholesome, and may appoint 
inspectors who shall be authorised to. give an official certificate 
clearly stating the condition in which such cattle and meat are 
found, and no clearance shall be given to “~ vessel having 
board any fresh, salted, canned, corned, or pac ed beef, being the 
meat of cattle killed after the passage of this Act, for exportation 
to and sale in a foreign country from any -port in the United 
States, until the owner or shipper shall obtain from an inspector, 
appointed under the provision of this Act, a certificate that said 
cattle were free from disease, and that their meat is sound and 
wholesome. 

“ You will take the necessary steps to enforce the Act in so far 
as it relates to clearances on and after March 15, 1897, but at 
the request of the Secretary of Agriculture, pending the extension 
of the inspection service of the Bureau of Animal Industry, you 
will confine the operation of the Act to beef offered for trans- 
portation to European ports.” 
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Importation of Articles falsely marked as copyrighted. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a copy of the following Act, approved by the United States 
Congress, March 3, 1897, prohibiting the importation of articles 
falsely marked as copyrighted :— 

“Sect. 4963. Every person who shall insert or impress such 
notice, or words of the same purport, in or upon any book, map, 
chart, dramatic or musical composition, print, cut, engraving or 
photograp, or other article, whether such article be subject to 
copyright or otherwise, for which he has not obtained a copyright, 
or shall knowingly issue or sell any article bearing a notice of 
United States copyright which has not been copyrighted in this 
country ; or shall import any book, photograph, chromo, or litho- 
graph, or other article bearing such notice of copyright, or words 
of the same purport, which is not copyrighted in this country, 
shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars, recoverable one- 
half for the person who shall sue for such penalty and one-half 
to the use of the United States; and the importation into the 
United States of any book, chromo, lithograph, or photograph, or 
other article bearing such notice of copyright, when there is no 
existing copyright thereon in the United States, is prohibited ; 
and the circuit courts of the United States sitting in equity are 
hereby authorised to enjoin the issuing, publishing, or selling of 
any article marked or imported in violation of the United States 
copyright laws, at the suit of any person complaining of such 
violation : Provided, that this Act shall not apply to any importa- 
tion of or sale of such goods or articles brought into the Unite! 
States prior to the passage hereof.” 

Sect. 2. That all Jaws and parts of laws inconsistent with the 
foregoing provision ke, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


UniITED StaTEs oF COLOMBIA. 


Increase of Customs Duties. 


With reference to the increase of Customs duties in the United 
States of Colombia, notified on page 443 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for April last, 2 despatch, dated 12th March last, has 
been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. H. M. Villiers, Her 
Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota, enclosing translation of 
notice in the “ Diario Oficial,” to the effect that the increase and 
decrease of the import duties treated in Articles 1,2, 3, and 4 
vd Law 160 of 1896 were te come into force on the 19th April 

t, 
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VENEZUELA. 
Tariff Decisions. 

By an order of the Finance Minister, according to the “ Gaceta 
Oficial,” fluosilicates of aluminium, zinc, iron, manganese, chrome, 
lead, and copper, not hitherto included in the Customs tariff at 
present in force, are added to the third class of the said tariff. 


Eovapor. 
New Tax on Imports 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Geo. Chambers, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guayaquil, reporting 
that a new tax of 20 per cent. on all imports has been sanctioned 
by the Convention as a security for bonds issued by the Govern- 
ment, bearing 10 per cent. interest, for a further loan of 
1,500,000 sucres. By this law, the Customs House is obliged 
to accept 20 per cent. of these bonds in payment of duties. A 
pies of 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. is allowed to purchasers of 
the bonds. 


Cyprus. 


Tariff Changes. 


By an order of the High Commissioner of Cyprus in Council, 
ublished” in the ‘Cyprus Gazette” of 9th April last, the 
ollowing additional duties are now levied :— 

(a.) An import duty of 8 per cent ad valorem on all timber, 

hewn or rough-sawn, imported into the island. 

(4.) Over and above the import duties on petroleum imposed 

by “ The Customs Law, 1893,” additional duties as follows :— 

Petroleum in cases, not exceeding 25 okes each, net weight, 

the case, 6} copper piastres. 

Petroleum, in cases, exceeding 25 okes each, net weight, or in 

barrels, the gallon, 1 copper piastre. 

(c.) Over and above the import duties imposed by “The 

Customs Law, 1893,” ou soap, an additional duty of 4 copper 
piastre per oke. 


Laos. 


Tariff Modifications. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Lagos 
Customs Tariff Ordinance 1897, and copy of the Ordinances of the 
Colony for 1896. 
No alterations are made in the import duties leviable, but 
modifications in the drawbacks on goods re-exported have been 
made as follows :—Goods, other than spirits or tobacco on which 
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TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


full duties have been paid on importation, shall be allowed a 
drawback of three-fourths of the duties on importation of such 
“este by inland navigation or carriage to Porto Novo or to places 
yond the western limit of the colony or protectorate of Lagos 
or to parts beyond the seas. 
Goods other than spirits or tobacco warehoused or transhipped 
for exportation shall pay one-fourth of the duties payable on 
importation on their exportation to Porto Novo or to places 
beyond the western limit of the colony or protectorate of Lagos, 
or to places beyond the seas. 


Care or Goop Horr. 
Prohibition of the Importation of Pigs. 

A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Agent General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copies of 
a Government proclamation, dated 25th February last, by which 
the importation of pigs into that colony shall be permitted only 
upon the following conditions being complied with, namely :— 

(a.) Before shipment every owner shall obtain a certificate 
from a duly qualified veterinary surgeon, setting forth that at the 
time of shipment the pigs are apparently free from the appearance 
of any contagious or infectious disease. 

(6.) The consignor shall sign a declaration on oath before a 
competent legal authority in the country from which export is to 
take place, to the effect that the pigs have been on the premises 
from which they are removed, prior to being moved ‘for ship- 
ment, for at least 14 days, and that during such period no other - 
pig has been introduced or received into or upon such premises, 
that the pigs are not affected with swine fever, that they are not 
moved out of a swine fever infected place or area, and further 
that the movement is not prohibited by any provision of law then 
in force in the country, state, or territory from which such 
movement takes place. 

(c.). The certificate and declaration hereinbefore referred to shall 
be delivered to any person authorised by the Government of the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope to make the examination 
required by the “ Animal Diseases.Act, No. 27 of 1893.” 

-  (d.) Pigs which may arrive at any port or place in this colony 
within a period of 28 days after the date of this proclamation, 
shall be subjected to a quarantine of 14 days at the Government 
quarantine station, at the docks in Cape Town, all costs and 
expenses in connection therewith to be borne by the owner. 

(e.) Pigs which may arrive at any port or place in this colony, 
unaccompanied by the above-mentioned certificate and declaration, 
or which may be found to be affected with swine fever, may be 
dealt with in such manner as the Government may direct. 
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XX._EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Oprenine OF NAVIGATION AT Riga. 


According to a telegram, dated May 1 last, received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Riga, navigation at 
that port was officially declared opened on April 30 last. 


Betaian CommerctaL Mission To Curna. 
_ A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office, enclos- 


‘ing copy of extract from the “ Journal de Bruxelles,” containing 
information respecting the Belgian commercial mission to China, 

This mission has for its chief object an inquiry into the i 
bility of constructing a line from Pekin toe Hankow and, incident- 
ally, any other remunerative scheme, and the supply of the 
material connected with it. | 

The necessary capital—330,000 franes (13,200/)—has been 
subscribed by important financial and industrial firms. | The 
mission includes M. Ddfourny, chief engineer and director of 
roads and bridges, and M. Walin, chief engineer of the ‘‘ Com- 
pagnie Intercommunale des Eaux des Faubourgs.”| These 
gentlemen, in addition, are charged with official missions in con- 
nection with the Department of Agriculture and Public Worke, 
and the Ministry of the Interior. 


Repucep Rattway Rates on Sriesran Coan 


_ In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 7th April last, 
Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, Commercial Attaché at Berlin, says that 
on the Ist April a considerably reduced railway tariff on so-called 
raw materials came into force in Upper: Silesia, a great coal 
centre. Large reductions are especially to be found for these 
coals, and the new rates, now imposed, decrease in progressive 
a to the greater distance of the place. This step cannot 

il to considerably increase the deliveries from that part of 
Germany. 

In order to give an idea of the lowered rates in proportion to 
distance, the following table shows those from the “ Kénigin 
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Louise ” coal mine in Zabrize, to different large purchasing centres, 
to rule from the 1st April :— 


| Tariff Rate per 100 kilos. (220 Ibs.) 


From “ Kénigin Louise” Mine, in Zabrize to Upto 
31st March 1897.| 1st April 1897. 


Pfenige. Pfenige 
Cosel, Olderhafen - - 23°3 1 
Breslau, Silesian Railway Station - 48°1 4 


3:4 
5°4 
7°2 
2°6 

0 


- 49°9 4 

69°7 6 

- 7 

- 101°8 9 

Berlin, Silesian Railway Station nee 116°0 104: 
Magdeburg - 141°9 118°1 


In consulting the above, it will be seen that the reduction per 
100. kilos. (about 220 lbs.) rapidly increases to distant points, 
namely, 47 pfenige to Breslau, 7:2 to Frankfurt, 12 to Berlin, 
and 23°8 to Magdeburg. The loss to the railways is considerable. 
For instance, Silesia sent some 134,000 metric tons of coal to 
Posen in 1895, which, at 50 pfenige a ton, means a loss of 
67,000 marks (3,350/.).« 

The loss to Frankfurt on 25,000 tons is 900/. 

Berlin consumes over 900,000 tons of Upper Silesian coal, 
which goes there partly by water and partly by rail. On the 
supposition that one-half goes by rail, the net loss on 450,000 tons, 
at 12 pfenige per 100 kilos. (220 lbs.), Would be 27,0007. 

For deliveries to Baltic ports, there was and is still a special 
tariff in force, which is even cheaper than this new so-called . 
* tariff cn raw materials.” 


WorKING OF THE GERMAN STEAMSHIP COMPANIES. 


A despatch, dated 28th” April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin, enclosing a statement with reference to the four 
principal German steamship companies in 1896—viz., the North 
German Lloyd, the Hamburg-American, the Hamburg and South 
American, and the Kosmos lines—from which it appears that the 
share capitals of these companies were, respectively, 2,000,000/,, 
1,500,000/., 375,0001., and 400,000, and the dividends paid 
amounted to 4 per cent., 8 ,per cent., 10 per cent., and 11 per 
cent., respectively. 
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Foreien Orpers In Sarpsuinpine Yarps. 

A despatch, dated 11th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin, stating that during the year 1896, according to 
the “ Nord Deutsches Zeitung,” the number of steamers built in 
England for Germany was 30, of an aggregate tonnage of 117,870 


tons. 


It is also stated that Germany was England’s best customer 
last year in that respect, Russia coming next with 23 ships and 
34,524 tons, then Norway, Denmark, and Japan. 


GerMan Raiiways 1896-97. 


A despatch, dated 24th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, the Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin, enclosing extract from the “ Reichsanzeiger ” 
of the 22nd April last, containing the complete returns of the 
German railways up to March 31st, 1897. The total kilometre 
length is now 40,47601, or 763°73 longer than in the previous 
year. The total income from traffic was 59,414,1781—or 2,056/. 
per kilometre,—and, with other sources of revenue, the total 
earnings were 63,471,253/.—or 2,197/. per kilometre, é.c., 84/. more 
than in 1895-96. 

As regards the Prussian State railways, their length is now 
27,775 kilometres, or an increase of 435°5 on last year. Their - 
whole revenue was 54,542,8001., or 3,140,000 more than in 1895- 
96. The total take per kilometre amounted to 1,9771. or 781. 
more than in the previous period. 

These results show not only how prosperous the State railways 
are, but also how advantageous has been the present and continuing 
industrial prosperity. 

It is interesting to compare the estimates for the past year with 
these results. The amount computed in them for revenue was 
51,353,609, or more than 3,000,000/. less than the actual earnings 
have yielded. : 


Propvucrion OF Iron 1n GERMANY IN 1897. 


A despatch, dated 22nd April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, the Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin, reporting that the following are the statistics for 
the total production of raw iron in the German Empire, including 
Luxemburg, from January Ist to March 31st of this year ; namely, 
1,659,556 metric tons against 1,513,481 for the same three months 
of 1896, or anincrease of 146,075 for the quarter. In March the 
yield was as follows :—140,913 tons of puddled raw iron and pig, 
57,582 for Bessemer raw iron, 288,124 for Thomas’, and 88,614 
for foundry pig. The total production in March was 534,750, as 
compared with 519,959 in February. : 


] | 
| 


586 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIO, ETO, REPORTS. [ May 1897, 


EXPERIMENTS WITH BeEecu-Woop SLEEPERS ON P RUSSIAN 
Strate 


A despatch, dated 26th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, Com mercial 
Attaché at Berlin, stating that the Minister of Works has decided 
‘to make an extensive trial on the Prussian State Railways of a 
new system of beech-wood sleepers, and he has ordered 50,000 of 
the first-class and 30,000 of the second-class‘ones. The difference 
consists in the former being guaranteed for 15 years and the latter 
for 10 only. These sleepers are planed, drilled through, soaked in 
water, and are then finished with strong iron screw bolts in order 
to prevent splitting. They are to be laid on different lines, so as 
to obtain a good idea of their practical utility. 


Low Trarric RatEs FROM GERMANY TO THE TRANSVAAL. 


A despatch, dated 5th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, transmitting, a report by Mr. T. Mulvany, Her 
‘Majesty’s Consul at Dusseldorf, on the question of the low rates 
from stations of the German state railways,to the seaports of 
German East Africa, Mozambique, the Transvaal, and Natal, in 
connection with the German East African steamship line, and to 
stations in the Transvaal, over the Netherlands South African 
Railway. 

It is said that no further reductions are granted than those 
stated on page 12 of the “Deutscher Ost Afrika verkehr iiber 
Hamburg Tarif,” being on annual quantities of 500 to 1,001 or 
more tons of 1,000 kilos.; the reduction being recouped by the- 
South African Steamship line on sea rates in proportion to 
quantity and class of goods in amount of M. 1 to M, 2, and M. 1°50 
to M. 2°50. 

The total through going rates from German railway stations to 
the East and South African ports are extremely low on the 
system in practice in Germany, in through traffic per truck loads 
of goods on a falling scale, in proportion to distance, which tells 
all the more in this case where the ocean freight is included in 
the rates ; it would also appear that all charges for and in direct 
connection with shipment on board the steamer, storage, &c. 
(certain exceptions being made, for instance, of single pieces or 
bales of goods weighing more than 1,500 kilos.), are included in the 
freight from the interior of Germany to the African ports in 
question. 

In illustration of the rates, take the manufactures of iron and 
steel of more or less rough class from the Rhenish Westphalian 
district, say, Krupp’s works, to the African ports named, for 
quantities of 5,000 kilos. These rates per 100 kilogrammes are as 
follows :—M. 4°16, M. 423, and M. 4°46, or 2/. 1s. 7d., 21. 2s. 4d. 
and 2/. 4s, 7d. per ton respectively, according to classification in the 
tariff. 
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As the proportion of ocean to land tariff is not given it cannot 
be said in how far the statement is correct that goods can be sent 
by the Deutsche Ost-Afrika Steamship Line from inland towns in 
Freese direct to Johannesburg for hee than goods can be sent 
from Johannesburg; or that “goods can be sent from inland 
“ German towns to Johannesburg at only 1s. 6d. per ton more 
*‘ than is charged by the same steamers on goods from Hamburg 
“ to Delagoa Bay,” but’ it may be thought that such information 
is to be received with a certain amount of caution. ; 

If the German state railways and ocean steamers can export at 
such low freights it may be asked why English railway and steam- 
ship lines cannot do likewise. 


InLAND WATERWAYS IN GERMANY AND FRANCE. 


A comparison of statistics relating to German and French 
inland waterways, and traffic thereon, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. S. Harriss-Gastrell, Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin. 

Mr. Gastrell is of opinion that any extension of the 
radius of the cheaper water communication by canal boats in 
Germany is likely to still further benefit the exportation of 
German industrial, mining, and other products, and will therefore 
lead to still keener competition with British similar produce. 

At the end of 1895 there were in the German Empire, 
of strictly inland waterways, 13,273 kiloms. (8,243 miles) 
navigable, and a further 6,489 kiloms. (4,030 miles) fit for 
floating rafts and light craft, making for every 2,630 ople 
1 kilom. (kilom. = “621 mile) of waterway, ‘as Miriscvach ig with 
a total for France of 16,300 kiloms. (10,122 miles), or 1 kilom. 
of waterway to every 2,360 people. The former country had 
754 locks against 2,510 for the latter. 

Such figures of mere mileage are, however, unsatisfactory, for 
the waterways good for rafts and light craft are far more used in 
the former than in the latter nation. It is thought that for 
waterways navigable for ships up to 100 tons, Germany has 
8,011 kiloms. (4,975 miles) and France 4,734 kiloms. (2,940 
miles); for those up to 150 tons, the former has 2,047 kiloms. 
(1,251 miles) and the latter 1,648 kiloms. (1,023 miles); and for 
vessels up to 300 tons, the figures are 3,259 kiloms. (2,024 miles) 
and 3,713 kiloms. (2,306 miles) respectively. 

For further information on this subject, attention may be called 
to Nos. 342 and 345 of the Miscellaneous Series of Foreign Office 
Reports, which contain full accounts of the inland waterway 
traffic of France and Germany respectively, and plans of the 
navigable rivers and canals of each country, ~~ sili 
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REGULATIONS FOR THE NAVIGATION oF FRENCH INLAND 
WATERWAYS. 


It is becoming a not infrequent practice of wealthy British 
yacht owners to visit Paris in their yachts, and sometimes even to 
construct yachts suitable for inland navigation, and to travel across 
France to their winter homes on the Riviera by the splendid 
waterways of this country. English yaeht-owners, apparently, 
are often ignorant of the formalities impcesed on them by French 
law before they can travel upon the canals and navigable rivers 
of France, and as in several cases great inconvenience has been 
experienced from their having had to wait at Rouen 10 days and 
even a fortnight, it may be well for such formalities to be 
explained. 

the first place no foreign yacht may go into the interior from 
Rouen until the owner or master has received a “ permis de 
navigation” from the Minister of Public Works at Paris, whose 
department is responsible for the inland navigation of the country. 
If at Rouen, the application must be made through the Consulate 


to the Ambassador, by whom, if approved by him, it is sent to 
the Minister of Public Works through the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and the reply comes back through the same channele. 
Hence the delay. Her Majesty’s Consul at Rouen, in a report 
to the Foreign Office, recommends owners intending to visit Paris, 
or to go beyond, to make their application before leaving England 
through the Foreign Office, by which perhaps the long and 
expensive delay at Rouen may be avoided. In making their 
application, the route they wish to take should be clearly stated. 

achts going through to the Riviera almost always go by the 
waterway passing through Burgundy, attracted no doubt by the 
fact that in point of. distance it is the shorter. It is not generally 
known that one section of that route, the River Yonne from its 
point of junction with the Seine, to Laroche, where it unites with 
the Canal de Bourgogne, presents at times some difliculty. It 
frequently floods during ge rains, and when the snows melt 
on the mountains of Morvan, where the Yonne takes its source. A 
yacht passing through the country in the winter and early spring 
would perhaps do better to take what is usually called the 
Nivernais route, which leaves the Seine sooner than the other, at 
St. Mammés, and by which you proceed over the Canals Loing 
and Briare into the valley of the Loire, Then by the lateral canal 
of the Loire you work up the Loire Valley till you arrive at the 
Canal du Centre, which carries you across the watershed into the 
River Rhéne, about 60 milés above Lyons, Places of quaint 
old-world interest are passed on this route, such as Nevers, or 
approached, such as Bourges, and for those who occupy themselves 
with the economical condition of the country, it is industrially far 
the busier route. It appears to be useless to apply for leave to 
travel upon any of the canals that border the eastern frontier of 
France ; it will not be granted. But in Central and Western 
France, on the Upper Seine, and the River Marne, on the canals 
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passing th Burgundy, and the old province of Nivernais, on 
the Canal d’Orleans, the canals of the Loire Valley (not the River 
Loire, which should be avoided), the Canal du Centre, and River 
Rhéne, all which run through interesting parts of the country, 


and also by the Rivers Oise and Aisne, and the canal passing 


through the champagne country to Reims, there has been no 
difficulty, hitherto, in obtaining permission to travel. 

Secondly, before any steam-vessel proceeds up the Seiae, her 
boilers must be examined and passed by a “Commission de Sur- 
veillance”” (Decree of April 9, 1883, regulating the inland naviga- 
tion of France). This inspection will b2 carried out at Rouen, and 


the application for it may be made to the Préfet by the ships’ 
broker or agent. 


Thirdly, care must be taken to declare all explosive goods, such 


as powder and cartridges, and even fireworks (Art. I. of Law of 
June 18, 1870). 


No sketching or photographing of any part of the canals or 
their locks is permitted, or, it is hardly necessary to say, of any 
fortification, whatever its nature, that may be passed en route, 
The slightest infringement of any of these regulations may 
cause travellers a annoyance and difficulty, and it should also 
be mentioned that, as the fishing in all French waterways is 
preserved, the carriage of fishing-nets is prohibited. Finally, it 


may interest English yachtsmen to learn that all canals and 
rivers in France are divided into “ principal” and “secondary ” 


waterways and that the depth of water in the first of these is 6°6 
feet; and further that every lock of a principal waterway admits 
the passage of a vessel 125 feet in length, and of 16 feet beam. 
For information as to which are the “ principal” waterways of 


the country, and full details as to the height of bridges that pass 
over them, tunnels through which they are carried, Jocks through 
which they have to &c,, intending: travellers are referred 
to the “ Guide Officiel de la peg Intérieur de la France,” 


drawn up in the Ministry of Public Works, and published b 
Baudry & Co., of Paris. 


EXPERIMENTS WITH ALUMINIUM CooKING UTENSILS. 


A despatch, dated 8th April last, has been received at the Foreiga 
Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassedor at 
Paris, transmitting copy of a report drawn up by the French © 
War Office, a the results of the experiment made with 
aluminium cooking utensils by the troops engaged in Mada- 
gascar, 

The report states that the general results of the experiment 
were favourable. The chief advantages are unanimously declared 
to be— 

1. Great lightness, a quality much thought of by the experi- 

the relief afforded in the of . 
transport. 
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2. Facility in cleaning utensils which are not subject to rust 
in any appreciable degree. 
cooking of provisions, whence economy of time 
and fuel. 
The chief inconvenience attached to an aluminium utensil is 
that’ it cannot be soldered. When it is damaged, it is useless, 
cannot be repaired in any way, and must be replaced. dc 


TRapE OF THE FrEeNcH CoNGo. 


A despatch, dated 18th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris, stating that the “ Journal Officiel du Congo 
Frangais” has recently published the export returns of the 
Colony for 1896, which can hardly be regarded as satisfactory 
from the point of view of French trade. 

The destination of the goods exported works out as follows :— 


To Fo: 
To France. 


Frances. Francs. 
9,161 85,897 
8,570 769,684 
1,094 164,205 

54,322 492,033 


1,063,623 811,700 
126,591 864,925 
788,707 78,499 


The total exports for 1896 were valued at 5,307,072 fre. (about 
212,2832). 

In connection with these returns it may be mentioned that the 
“ Metropolitan” grant in aid voted by the Chamber for the French 
Congo amounted last year to 97,416/. and this year to 94,120/. 


PassENGER STEAMSHIP SERVICE BETWEEN Berra AND 
SoutH AFRICA. 


As mentioned on page 409 of Vol. XX. of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” (April 1896) there was an opening for the 
establishment of a good passenger steamer service between 
Beira and South African ports like Durban, Delagoa Bay, or the 
Cape. According to a report of Mr, A. C. Ross, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Beira (Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1856), 
' this opening has been taken advantage of by the Messageries 


Ivory - - 
Palm nuts - - - 
India-rubber - - - 
Timber : oF 
Ebony - - - 
Okume - - - 
- Redwood - - 
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Maritimes Company, which now runs a regular monthly steamer 
between Beira and Delagoa Bay. The steamer employed in the 
service is small and old-fashioned, but the runs are made to time 
and the service is well patronised. The appreciation by the 
ublic of regular departures is shown by the fact that although 
70 per cent. of the passengers arriving in Beira came in British 
vessels, only 50 per cent. left in such ships. ereiores 


THe or THE MINES. 


With reference to a notice that was published on page 686 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for December last, resvecting 
the leasing of certain mines in the island of Elba, a despatch, 
dated 6th March last, has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Sir Francis Clare Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome, 
enclosing copy of a work (in Italian) on the oP, apa se respect- 
ing aren, Bae of the said mines, together with a siderurgival 
establishment at Follonica, and a stone quarry at Pruno, near 
Pietrasanta. 

The work in question can be seen by those interested at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between 11.0 and 5.0. 


UTILISATION OF THE DANUBE CATARACTS FOR THE | .- 
PropvctTion oF Exectric Powrmr. 


A report, dated April 15 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr, R. Macdonald, Her Majesty’s Consul at Belgrade, 
stating that a German engineer has secured the exclusive right 
to utilise the Danube cataracts for the production of electric 

wer. 

Pi nbatigealialls are in contemplation for developing 6,000 horse- 
tee on the Servian Danube, and 15,000 or more at the Iron 
tes. 


GREEK GOVERNMENT CURRANT STocK. 


In a ay to the Foreign Office by Mr. F. B. Wood, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Patras, it is stated that by the law passed in 
1896 by the Greek Government, every shipper of currants is 
bound to deliver with his declaration of export to the Custom- 
house, a receipt showing that he hus delivered into the Govern- 
ment stores established for this purpose, a weight of currants 
equivalent to 15 per ceht. of the amount which he is going to 
export. 

The currants thus handed over to the Government cannot be 
exported unless they are reduced to -pulp, syrup, or otherwise 
rendered unsuitable for eating purposes by the purchaser, The 


| j 
a 
| 

| 

H 

i 


592 EXTRAOTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. [May 1897. 


Government is also empowered to sell them locally for wine- 
making or distilling purposes, due precautions being taken that 
the currants are so used. 

Since the passing of this Retention Law, as it is called, last 
year the Greek Government must have collected in its stores from 
20,000 to 30,000 tons of dried currants, which it is now most 
anxious to get ridof The local distilleries may have consumed 
about 5,000 tons. The Government is disposed to sell the 
remainder on very. easy terms, say, about 3/. to 4i. per ton, and 
since dried currants make an excellent brandy, it might suit 
distillers in Great Britain to enter into negotiations with the 
Greek Government with a view to purchasing all or part of the 
above stock, They must bear in mind, however, that they will 
not be allowed to export it, unless it is turned into pulp or other- 
wise rendered unfit for eating purposes as a currant. There 
would be no export duty or tax whatever in connection with this 
retained fruit. If distilled locally by any British or other buyer 
and exported as alcohol, it would not be subjected to any excise 
export, or other duty.—-( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1861.) 


WHaARVES AT New ORLEANS. 


There can be no doubt that the hitherto exorbitant wharf dues 
have driven the commerce of New Orleans to other ports; but the 
building during 1896 of free wharves, such as those of Chalmette, 
situated below the city, and the Stuyvesant Dock within the city 
limits, have caused the Wharf Company, who hold a lease till 
1901, to moderate their charges. It is only a question of time 
when these will be brought out by the town, and free wharves 
established all along the riverside, by which vessels will be greatly 
benefited. 

With regard to the “ Stuyvesant Docks,” the wharf is owned 
by the Illinois Central Railway, of which Mr. Stuyvesant Fish is 
president. As stated previously in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for December last, this company has made it a free wharf within 
the city limits, and has erected enormous elevators by which 
wheat can be shot intoa ship’s hold. It is stated that this free 
wharf will be a saving of 100/. to 2002, to every ship. 

The wharf is situated within easy reach of Louisiana Avenue. 

Agents of British liners have long been complaining of the 
heavy charges they have been put to by pavate wharf companies, 
and they have been compelled to send their ships to other ports 
for cargoes in preference to New Orleans. It is, however, possible 
that, owing to the inroads made in their business by the free 
wharfage at Southport, Port Chalmette, and the Stuyvesant Docke, 
the lessees may deem it advisable to sell at a reasonable pie 
before the expiration of their term in 1901.—(Foreign ( 
Annual Series, No. 1869.) 
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Tue Inpustry oF MEXIco. 
In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Arthur Chapman, Her 


Majesty’s Consul at Vera Cruz, says that chicle has now become — 


an important and increasing article of export from Progreso, and 
bids fair to assume considerable proportions. In Tuxpam and 
contiguous localities, where large quantities have been hitherto 
extracted, the short-sighted policy of destroying the trees to extract 
the gum has been carried out to such an extent that great tracts 
of Silommhatas forests have become almost exhausted, and a 
supply has to be sought elsewhere to supply the diminished 
output. 

tn this emergency, recourse nas been had to ‘Yucatan with 
most encouraging results. The company above referred to 
exported in 1896, 260,000 Ibs. 

Chicle is the coagulated sap of the zapote, the “ya” tree of the 
native Maya Indians, There are several classes of the zapote, 
all of them handsome, sturdy, forest trees, and with their shining 
dark green foliage, rough bark, and trunks almost like iron in 
reasonance and hardness they are one of the most remarkable 
trees of the region. When well seasoned, the wood resists insect 
ravages and decay in an almost incredible degree. Inthe ancient 
ruined cities of Yucatan there still exist wooden lintels of zapote 
nearly as perfect as when placed in position, no one knows how 
many years ago. 

Posts or piles of zapote placed either in fresh or salt water are 
considered almost indestructible, but the sap is now the most 
valuable attribute of the tree, 

This is gathered in the rainy season, when it is called “ripe,” 
and squads of chicle-gatherers are sent out to the forests where 
densely wooded with zapote; boilers are placed in readiness, and 
the gatherers, armed with wood knives and ropes, ascend the trees 
and cut canals down the larger branches connecting them with 
a vertical cut down one side of the trunk, whilst minor canals are 
cut herring-bone fashion. Down these paths the milky-white 
sap flows slowly into the receptacle below. 


The yield of trees varies in a very uncertain and inexplicable 
manner ; one tree may yield eight or more pounds of geod chicle, 
whilst a tree beside it of the same age and general ap . 
will not yield half as much. If the cutter is not expert he will 
cut the wood besides the bark which seriously damages the tree 
and lessens the flow of the sap. Many cutters have the custom 
of cutting canals in a winding spiral round the trunk, but this is 
considered prejudicial to the health of the tree, and is strongl 
denounced by the Government, which, in its contracts wit 
cutters on national lands, binds them to cut the canals vertically. 

The sap properly extracted does not materially injure the tree, 
a its growth is retarded. 

When gathered the sap is coagulated by boiling in the 
cauldrons until it takes point, i.c., reaches a certain consistency 
97366. F 
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when it is poured into moulds and allowed to cool and harden 
and dry. Each block is then stitched closely round with jute or 
hemp bagging, and is then ready for shipment. 

e chicle gatherers are paid by the weight of chicle gathered, 
and much fraud is practised by them in mixing dirt, gravel, and 
even cobble stones, and in some instances paraffin, in the sub- 
stance, either just before or just after it is placed in the moulds. 

First-class chicle should be of light colour, almost white 
odorous, and free from impurities, but the product of the white. 
zapote is generally mixed with that of an inferior class of zapote, 
which produces a gum of a pink or reddish colour, and the whole 
mixture is turned into a dirty reddish colour by impurities. 

The use of chicle has been, until very recently, practically a 
base for the various brands of chewing gums that have of late. 
— been so profusely placed on the market. Efforts are now 

ing seriously made to make it serve important chemical and 
practical ends.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1870.) 


NortHern Honpvuras Ports. 


A telegram, dated 25th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Guatemala, stating that the northern ports of Honduras have been 


officially declared closed to commerce. 


EXHIBITION OF Macutnery, Toots, &c., at Lia. 

A despatch, dated 8th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Captain Henry M. Jones, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lima, enclosing copy and translation of a Presidential 
Decree relating to the opening of a permanent exhibition of 
machinery, tools, and instruments connected with the various. 
industries. 

The articles of the above decree are as follows :— 

1 Let there be opened a permanent exhibition for all classes of’ 
‘machinery, tools, instruments, &c. destined for use in industries. 
, ‘2. The said exhibition shall be inaugurated on the 28th of July: 
next. 

8: All articles imported for exhibition which may not be pre- 
viously exempt from the payment of fiscal dues, shall be despatched: 
duty free, a proper guarantee being given to the Custom-house to 
respond for the value of the duty in the event of such articles not 
being reshipped within the term of six months. 

4, The exhibition of one single article shall not last longer than 
‘six months, except by special permission of the Government. 
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INSURANCE CoMPANIES IN PERU. 


The Congress of 1895 passed a law prohibiting insurance com- 
panies to carry on their business in Peru unless 30 per cent. of 
the capital employed in that country was deposited in. bonds, 
cash, or shares in a company of good standing (see “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” Vol. XX. p. 340). Before the passing of this 
. law all the foreign insurance companies having agencies. in Lima 

titioned Congress, praying that the Bill which was then under 

iscussion might not become law, but their petition was unheeded. 
Whereupon 28 companies, of which 20 were British, withdrew 
their agencies. 

On the withdrawal of the foreign companies, three companies 
were formed in Lima, which are doing a very good business. 
Owing to the nature of the building materials, fires are of rare 
occurrence in Lima and many other towns of Peru. 

It would appear, according to the report of Her Majesty’s - 
Consul at Callao, that the British insurance companies were ill- 
advised in retiring so hastily. After all, the amount of the 

tee which is exacted is not large. At the present exch: 
3,000/, would meet the case, and by a special arrangement this 
amount may even be deposited in a London Bank. This is a 
matter which is worthy of reconsideration, as ~ national com- 
ies are already assumiu heavy responsibilities. 
may be pointed out incidentally. that after the recent . 
conflagration at Guayaquil, the Equatorian insurance companies 
/ were unable to meet all their liabilities, and failed accordingly, 
_ whilst the British companies paid down over 600,000/. Although 
_ a similar catastrophe need not be apprehended in Peru, yet these 
circumstances are deserving the attention of those who desire to 
insure their property against all imaginable risks. The field is 


large enough for foreign, as well as national companies, 


Customs Recerets at MonrEvIDEO. 


According to.a despatch to the Foreign Office from. Mr. 
Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister. at Montevideo, the Custem- 
house receipts for the month of March 1897 were as follows :— 
Dols. 
. Importation - OR - 582,187°66 
Exportation - - 72,132°03 
Department’, estimate - -  72,000-00 


“Total 726,820:59 


_ The receipts for the same month in 1896 were 1,101,270 dols,; 
in 1895, 1,036,617 dols., and in 1894, 1,053,068 dols. 


- 
F2 


596 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLUMATIO, ETC. REPORTS. [May 1897. 


March is generally one of the very busiest months in the year, 
and, as shown above, for the past three years the Customs receipts 
for that month have been well over a muillion dollars. The decrease 
as regards 1897 is 374,950 dols. and is over 300,000 dols. as 
compared with the other years. 

e falling-off is in every item, but especially in importation, 
this being due to the entire stagnation of commerce with the 
interior, though March is the month in which goods for the winter 
season should be in brisk movement. 

The following table represents the Customs receipts for the 
last six months, as compared with the previous period :— 


1896. 1895. 


Dols. Dols. 

823,725 876,143 
665,115 776,273 
732,781 920,604 


(1897.) (1896.) 
756,107 1,067,848 
783,796 . 962,534 
726,320 1,101,270 


4,487,844 5,704,672 
1,216,828 


In six months, then, there has been a decrease in this principal 
branch of the revenue of 1,216,828 dols. -As the total annual 
Customs revenue in 1895 and 1896 was about 1034 million dollars, 
this represents a decrease of about 10 per cent. 


New Line oF STEAMERS BETWEEN NEw YorK AND 
GALVESTON. 


A despatch, dated April 22nd last, has been received at the 
rhe. 9 Office from Mr. Horace D. Nugent, Her Majesty’s 


Consul at Galveston, reporting that a new line of steamships has 
recently been established by Deca. T. Hogan and Company, of 
New York, to ply between that port and Galveston, at regular 
intervals. 

The new line is to be known as the “ Miami” Line, and is to 
commence operations about next July. ~ 

The steamers will convey freight only, and, at first, will sail at 
intervals of 10 days. . 

Later on the sailings may be increased to one or more a week. 

The establishment of this new line is considered a very impor- 
tant step in the commercial development of Galveston. 

The first three steamers to be employed are respectively 2,600, 
2,400, and 1,900 tons register. 
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Surpring THE Suez CANAL: 


The “Canal de Suez” bulletin of the 22nd April last publishes 
tables showing that the total number of vessels passing the Canal — 
in the year ended December 31, 1896, was 3,409, of a gross ton- 
nage of 12,039,859 tons, as compared with 3,434 (11,833,637 
tons) in 1895, and 3,852.(11,283,855 tons) in 1894. e follow- 
ing table shows the proportion of British, German, French, and 

- Dutch vessels :— : 


1894. 1895. 
Nationality. 


Tons. Tons. 


8,326,826 8,382,075 
887,363 977,029 
710,990 1,005,051 


Dutch - 484,570 497,903 


The percentage of the total — tonnage of British vessels was 


73°8 in 1894, 70°8 in, 1895, and 66°9 in 1896. The percentage as 
regards German vessels was 79 in 1894, 83 in 1895, and 9°3 in 
1896. 


Tue Bevrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as — 
publixhed in the “ Irish Textile Journal,” the market in yarns. 
was decidedly quiet throughout the month of March, but, with 
the exception of fine counts of tows, prices were steady. Whilst 
buying all along was conducted with great caution, still the 
turnover was fairly good. 

A slight improvement took place with several of the European 
markets, but the demand continued quiet, and was considerably 
below what it was for the same period last year. Accordi 
to the official figures of the Board of Trade, Germany show 
a trifling improvement, both in quantity and value, com- 
paring March with the same month of 1896. France, on the. 
other hand, showed a aa, of over 35 per cent. in values and 
29 per cent. in quantity. ith Spain there was an improvement 
in values of over 8 per cent.; but a drop of nearly 30 per cent. in. 
the case of Italy. 

Demand was very active for prompt shipment to the United 
States, to arrive before the 1st May ; but as the bulk of it was 
of an entirely speculative character, it formed no index as to the 


7 May 1897.] 597 
| 1896. 
No. a | No. | Tons. 
German - 322 | 1,120,580 ~ 
French - 218 819,919 
200 | 520,994 
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state of trade generally. The value of the exports to this market 
for March showed an increase of 26 per cent. on those of the 
same month last year. : 

There was‘no improvement to record in the state of trade with 
any of the miscellaneous markets; but, on the other hand, there 
was no falling off. With the foreign, West Indies, and Canada 
business continued very restricted, and Australian trade was 
quiet. The South American markets showed no change one way 
or the other, business with the whole of them being fully up to 
that of February. 

For the three months ended 31st March, the exports of piece 
goods from the United Kingdom showed a. decrease of 16. per 
cent. both in quantities and values. 


Imports oF Pic Iron anp Unwrovueut STEEL INTO THE 
Unirep Kinepom THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received at the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month fro 
January to April 1897 inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron,. Steel, unwrought, 


Quantity. Quantity. 


Tons. ‘Tons. 
9,022 3,193 
7,733 6,868 
3,701 2,032 
8,060 5,302 


Tue First Russtan Census. 


A note in the “Journal de St. Petersbourg” states that the 
Central Committee for the Russian census has received nearly all 
the results, the exception being some of the more distant districts 
of Siberia and certain regions of the Caucasus, where the winter 
had rendered census operations impossible. 

It appears that the population of the Empire amounted in round 
numbers to 127,000,000. If Finland be included, it would amount 
to 130,000,000. 


i 
i 

q 

ii 

iif 

ii 

| 

i 

i 

| 

Value. 

1897. | £ 

January - - - 15,926 

ii _ February - - 32,723 
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Bounties IN FRANCE. 


A Bill has just been distributed in the French Chamber of 
Deputies, providing supplementary credits for the estimates for 
1896. The monthly circular of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Paris, states that the total of these credits shows a net increase 
on the estimates of 1896 of 5,975,375 fre. This increase is due 
in its entirety to three bounties payable by the State through the 
Ministry of Commerce. 

The bounty for encouraging sea-fisheries was fixed at 
3,750,000 frs. in the estimates for the year 1896. An additional 
1,950,000 frs. has been required under this head. 

The subventions to shipping companies, under the head of 
“Bounty to Merchant Bhipping,” has been estimated at 
11,500,000 frs, The estimate was short by 2,750,000 frs, 

The framers of the Budget thought that 3,300,000 frs. would 
meet the requirements of the bounty on silk spinning; but an 
additional 1,296,000 frs, is required, 


_. Inpustry or BAxcELona, 
_ According to a report of the Belgien Consul at Barcelona 
there are six breweries in that city. the two most important 
establishments, one turns out a daily average of 35 hectolitres of 
beer in winter and 100 hectolitres in summer ; the other 25 hecto- 
litres in winter and 80 hectolitres during’ the hot season. | rm 
Barcelona beer will not stand carriage, at any rate in barrels, 
and can only be carried over long distances in bottles © 
The manufacture tax on beer in Spain is 78 8 
hectolitre of capacity of the boilers. aa Pie 
The breweries established within the fiscal radius of the city 
‘have to pay as octroi duty an annual sum of 40,000 pesetas, 
whatever be the amount of production. This duty is 5 pesetas 
per hectolitre for beer brought in from outside. Barcelona is said 
‘to have imported in 1896 from 2,500 to 3,000 hectolitres of beer, 
three-fourths of which were German, and the remainder French 
‘or English, 
It was at Madrid that the first brewery was set up, and beer as 
an article of general consumption was not introduced into the 
country without difficulty. At first it was only taken when 
ordered by the doctors, but the use of it gradually extended, and 
it is now found everywhere, even in the smaller-yillages. The 
consumption, especially in Catalonia, goes on increasing, and the 
existing breweries will shortly be unable to meet the demand. 


| 
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Tue Foreign TRADE OF SWITZERLAND IN 1896. 


According to the latest returns Swiss imports, which, from 
1890 to 1894, fell from 933 million to 882 million frs. (37 to 
35 million sterling) rose to 915 million (36 million sterling) in 
1895 and 993 million frs. (39 million sterling) in 1896. The 
exports also improved, increasing from 663 million fre. (26 mil- 
lion sterling) in 1895 to 688 million frs. (27 milliun sterling) in 
1896. The latter figure, however, is still considerably below the 
value of the exports in 1890, when it amounted to as much as 
28 millions sterling. In the imports, articles of food and drink 
head the list, these amounting in round figures to 9 millions 
tterling. After articles of food and drink come silk, cotton, 
wool, machinery, precious metals, wearing apparel, leather, and 
boots and shoes. Among the exports the principal places are 
taken by cheese, condensed and sterilised milk, flour, chocolate, 
clocks, and watches. 


TrapE oF Buiearia In 1896. 


The official monthly trade accounts issued by the Bulgarian 
Bureau of Statistics for December last, contain figures for the 


' whole year, from which it appears that the total value of the 


imports into Bulgaria in 1896 amounted to 76,530,278 frs. 
(3,061,211/.), as compared with 69,020,295 fra. (2,760,8122) for 
1895. The exports for 1896 were valued at 108,739,977 frs. 
(4,349,599/.), as compared with 77,685,546 frs. (3,107,4217.) in 
1895. 


The chief increases in the imports are seen under — 
refined, 1,846,183 frs. (73,847/.); Indian cottons, &., 1,261,201 
fre. (50,4482); cotton yarn, unbleached, Nos. 12 to 30, 764,448 
frs. (30,578/.); and petroleum and refined naphtha, 669,939 frs. 
(26,7982). Decreases are found in the imports of breech- 
loading firearms, 1,177,214 frs. (47,0891), and alcohol, 610,732 
frs, (24,4291). 

ith regard to exports, the most remarkable increases are 
found in the case of soft corn, 17,658,058 frs. (706,322/.) ; hard 
corn, 12,042,300 frs. (481,692); and maize 3,816,681 fre. 
(152,6672). 


Tuer TRADE OF GREECE IN 1896. 


According to the monthly trade accounts of the Greek Ministry 
of Finance for December last, the total value of the imports into 


‘Greece for the year ended 3lst December 1896 amounted to 


113,604,615 frs. (4,544,1852.); as compared with 109,610,208 frs . 
(4,884,408/.) for the year 1895, an increase of 3,994,412 frs. 
(159,7771.). The value of the exports for the year 1896 is given. 
at 72,860,431 fre. (2,914,4172), as against 71,156,262 frs. 
(2,846,250/.) for 1895, an increase of 1,704,169 frs. (68,1672). 
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SHIPBUILDING aT SyrRa. 


According to a report of the Belgian Consul a Syra, the 
construction of sailing vessels bas always been one of the 
important industries of Syra, notwithstanding the continual 
increase in steam shipping. In 1895 the total number of sailing 
vessels built at Syra amounted to 36, of an aggregate tonnage 
of 1,587 tons, and a total value of 385,819 drachma (about 
15,4002.). This industry has declined at Syra, in spite of the 
reputation of its yards, at one time so prosperous. The principal 


builders are M. Confondakis Bros, and Livadaras, 


Work OF THE PainaDeLpHia COMMERCIAL Museum. 


The Information Bureau of the Philadelphia Commercial 
Museum has nearly finished the investigation of paving blocks, 
whick it has of late been carrying on at the request of the city 
government. The city engineer of almost every city of import- 
ance in the world using wood pavements has been communicated 
with. Many samples of various woods before and after use in 

vements have been received. Among others are samples of the 

ifferent kinds of gum woods of Australia, showing the effect of 
12 years’ use in the streets of Sydney. 

Within the past few days the Commercial Museum has received 
from Chili a large shipment of samples of the various textiles 
and particularly of cottons used in that country, The price list, 
which accompanied them, shows the prices to be such that 
American manufacturers could with profit enter the field, but 
most of the cotton goods now in that market are of British make. 

The representative of the museum, who was in Chili during 
December and January, reports the gradual growth of g more 
kindly feeling among the —_ of that country toward the 
United States than has existed for some time. 


Raitwars Mexico, 
The “ Railway Age” (Chicago) says an effort is being made to 
form a company = construct a railroad from Chihuahua to 
Guerrero, and that there has already been subscribed 1,500,000 
dols. A State subsidy will also be given the road. It is also 
stated that the Mexican Central Co. mean to push the construc- 
tion of a direct line from Mexico City to Tampico, and that a 
company of American capitalists has been formed to extend the 
short railroad which now runs from Altata, on the Pacific coast, 
to Culiacan, east to Tampico, on the Gulf of Mexico, making it 
a transcontinental line. .From Culiacan it would run to Durango, 
through the Topia mineral district, and thence to Salinas, and 
from there to Tampico. A number of mining companies are said 
to have made liberal money donations to the proposed road. 
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Tue ForricN TRADE OF ARGENTINA IN 1896. 


From a statement which has recently been issued by the 
Director-General of Statistics for the Argentine Republic, and 
which gives preliminary figures of the foreign trade of that 
country for the year 1896, it appears that the value of the imports 
of merchandise (including silver bullion) in that year amounted 
to 112,058,000 pesos, and the exports to 115,671,000 pesos, the 
corresponding figures for 1895 having been 95,096,000 pesos and 
120,068,000 pesos respectively. 

The principal countries from which the imports came, together 
with the value thereof, in 1896, were:-—— United Kingdom, 
44,730,000 pesos; Germany, 13,895,000 pesos; France, 12,029,000 
pesos; Italy, 11,395,000 pesos; the United States, 11,210,000 
pesos; and Belgium, 8,453,000 pesos. 

With regard to the exports, the principal countries of destina-— 
tion of such in 1896, together with the value thereof, were :— 
France, 23,655,000 pesos; United Kingdom, 14,389,000 pesos ; 
Germany, 13,333,000 pesos; Belgium, 12,062,000 pesos; and 
Brazil, 9,841,000 pesos. 

(Note.—The par value of the peso nacional is 4s.) 


Crops IN ARGENTINA, 


The Belgian Minister at Buenos Ayres states that the year _ 
1896 has been a most unfavourable one as far as Argentine cereal 
crops are concerned, these having been laid waste by locusts. 
The amount of damage done by these insects to the corn and flax 
in.the provinces of Santa Fé and Entre-Rios 1s estimated at .over. 
80 millions of piastres (paper). nit - 

The ,corn crop of 1896 is valued at 942,000 tons only,:as 
against 1,219,000. tons im 1895, 1,680,000 tons in 1894, and 
2,238,000 tons in 1893. Fay 


RaILWAYs IN JAPAN IN 1896. 

The “Japan Weekly Mail” gives the following figures, taken 
from the vernacular press, as exhibiting the state of railway 
enterprise in Japan at the close of December last :— 

‘Mileage of lines opened - -. 4,690 miles, 

Capital - —- - - 266,669,460 yen, - 

Mileage of lines for which tem- 

porary charters have been | 

“granted 1,543 miles. 
Capital of the above - 69,870,500 yen. 
-Mileage.of lines for the con- . 
struction of which charters 

have been sought by private 

companies - - - 12,351 miles. 
Capital of the above - = 606,908,274 yen. 


i 
it 
q 
Bit 
ite 
ath 
id 
4 


May 1897.) GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 603 


InDusTRIAL EpucaTion INDIA. 


The “ Pioneer Mail” states that the Provisional Committee of 
the Association for the Promotion of Industrial Education in 
India has issued the following appeal to the public :— 

“Tt is —— to send out 10 youths every year, without 
distinction of creed or race, to England, France, Germany, 
Japan, and America, one or more to each of these countries, 
bound by their articles to stay there and to study their arts and 
manufactures practically and on the spot for a term of three 
years or more, as they may be required at the instance of those 
who send them. 

“Tt is estimated that each student will require a sum of 
Rs. 3,000 a year at least, including all expenditure on outfit, 
voyage, boarding, and education charges. 

“Tt is hoped that the enlightened princes and chiefs of India, 
who have already distinguished themselves by their earnest zeal 
and patriotic efforts in promoting the welfare of their subject- 
people, and who are the pride of India, will graciously consent 
to patronise one or more of such students, and sanction the 
necessary expenditure on this account for a term of 20 years at 
least, so as to allow the experiment a fair trial. During this 
period, a number of youths well qualified to take their part in 
every trade and industry, and to serve in every appropriate depart- 
ment of their States, will return to this country. The impetus 
thus given, it is expected, will either perpetuate itself or its place 
will be supplied by voluntary agency at the end of that period.” 

‘The Committee. further appeal to other sections of the com- 
munity, and conclude as follows :— OC 

“The patronising princes, chiefs; bodies, or individuals will be 
at liberty to select their own candidates, and to suggest the 
choice of country and the place and line of study according to 
their perception of their relative advantages and necessities, and 
the Association will do its part to consult their wishes in these 
matters.” 


Trape or Canapian Pactric Ports. 


The nature of ‘the commerce by ‘sea of Victoria and Van- 
couver, the Canadian ports on the Pacific Ocean, is shown by. 
the last trade and navigation return. This, says the “ Monetary 
Times,” gives the aggregate number and tonnage of steam and 

sailing vessels entered inwards from sea last year as: Victoria, 204 
craft of 181,448 tons; Vancouver, 70 craft, 96,861 tons; total, 
274 craft of 278,309 tons. Of the vessels coming to these ports, - 
a large number bore the flags of Chili, Nicaragua, and Hawaii. 
They came from Australia, the Argentine Republic, Peru, Brazil, 
Mexico, the Central American States, Japan, China, and the 
Dutch East Indies, as well as from the United States and Great 
Britain; and they carried away, not only coal, lumber, and 
salmon, but other goods as well. The exports of British 
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Columbia’s products and Canadian manufactures, amounting to 
more than 10 millions of dollars in the last fiscal year, were as 
under :— 


£ 
Produce of the mine - 1,200,600 
» fisheries 685,100 
12,700 
Animals and their produce 90,500 
Manufactures - : 11,900 


Total - - 2,143,700 


If goods not the produce of Canada were included, this total 
would be 2,178,400/. The British Empire took 36 per cent. of 
this merchandise, while the remainder found its way to South and 
Central America, the United States, Europe, China, and Japan. 


Tuer Canapian LosstTErR INDUSTRY. 


The lobster fisheries on the Atlantic coast are, according to 
late advices from the maritime provinces, to be followed with 
unusual energy this season, and in many districts the fishermen 
are busy at work. New canning factoriés have been built since 
the last season, and it is expected that there will be a material 
increase in the output of canned lobsters this year as compared 
with 1896. The “ Monetary Times,” of Toronto, is of opinion 
that the activity is due, in part, to the high values of canned 
goods as aresult of the short pack last year. The number of men 
available for the fishing industry in the maritime provinces this 

r is somewhat larger than usual, as a result of the depression 
in agriculture. 


Revenue Returns oF Care Conony. 


A communication, dated April 15 last, has been received from 
the Agent-General fur the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copy of 
the “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” containing 
comparative statements from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of February last was 510,027/,, showing a 
net decrease of 45,319]. on the corresponding amount for 
1896. 

For the eight months, July—February 1896-97, it amounted to 
4,761,3811., showing a net increase of 376,894/. on the amount 
for the corresponding period of 1895-96. 
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XXIIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn —The quarterly meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on 28th April last, Mr. H. Harrison in 
the chair. 

It was announced that the president had seen the samples of 
Servian goods at the Foreign Office, and had made an application 
for them to be sent to Blackburn, so that they could be inspected 
by the members of the Chamber. Some of the samples were of 
much interest to Blackburn manufacturers. 

Letters were read from the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
acknowledging the receipt of the list of trades and principal 
manufactures in the Blackburn district, which would be sent to 
the Foreign Office to be forwarded to the consuls abroad. 

Important matters relative to railway rates and charges 
affecting Blackburn were discussed, and the sub-committee were 
requested to again consider the question, and, if necessary, take 
a case to the Railway Commission. It was also suggested that a 
question might be asked in the House of Commons why pre- 
ference was given to other towns in the matter of railway rates. 

The president, in concluding a speech on the present condition 
of trade, said that owing to the unfortunate state of affairs in 
India, coupled with war and the quietness of the demand for 
British goods from China, it was not surprising that the machinery 
in the cotton trade was almest being stopped at the present 
moment. He never knew business so bad, and 70 per cent. of 
the trade would be warranted in stopping their looms. The 
losses manufacturers were submitting to in taking orders was, in 
his opinion, unwarrantable, and it would be a wise thing if a 
general curtailment of production could be brought about. 

Bradford—At a meeting of the council of the Bradford 
Chamber, Mr. Henry Sutcliffe presiding, the wool trade section 
proposed that a circular be sent out to wool-growers in Australasia 
and the Cape drawing their attention to false packing and to the 
injury caused to wool by the use of string of low quality for the 
tying of fleeces, and suggesting that string is unnecessary altogether 
for the tying of fleeces. The proposition was adopted. 

The secretary read the minutes of a conference which had been 
held between the Wool Supply Committee and representatives of 
the Bradford and District Trades and Labour Council for the 
consideration of the new regulations with regard to wool-sorti 
drawn up by the Chief, Inspector of Factories. The following 
were the principal rules to which reference was made by the 
committee :— 

1, Bales of wool or hair shall, whenever Re sya for the 
JP 08 of being sorted, be so opened by men skilled in judging 
of the quality and condition of the material. g 
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2. All alpaca, pelitan, East Indian, cashmere, Persian, and 
camel hair shall be opened over a fan, in a room specially set 
apart for the purpose, separate and distinct from any sorting- 
room. 

3. All Van, damaged wool or hair, and fallen fleeces shall be 
washed before being sorted; and this rule shall apply to the 
whole of the contents of any bale of wool or hair in which any 
fallen fleece or damaged material may be found at the time of 
opening. 

ne o alpaca, cashmere, Persian, camel hair, or mohair, shall 
be sorted except in rooms provided with extracting fans, so 
arranged that each sorting-board shall be independently connected 
with the extracting shaft = means of an opening not less than 
four inches across (measured in every direction), in such manner 
that the dust may be drawn downwards. The draught shall be 
maintained in constant efficiency, and shall be such that not less 
than 25 cubic feet of air per minute are drawn by the fan from 
beneath each sorting-board. (Note.—A circular opening 4 inches 
in diameter with an effective velocity of 300 feet per minute at 
the opening will be sufficient for this purpose.) The extracting 
shaft shall be cleaned out at least once in each week. 

5. The dust collected by the fan shall be discharged into 
properly constructed receptacles. This dust, together with the 
sweepings from the floors and walls of the sorting-room and from 
under the sorting-boards shall be removed twice a week and 
burned. All pieces of skin, scab, and clippings or “shearings” 
shall be removed daily from the sorting-rooms, and be disinfected 
or destroyed. 

6. No bale wool or hair shall be stored in a sorting-room, nor 
wool of any description, unless the same be effectually screened 
off from the sorting-room. An air-space of at least 1,000 cubic 
feet shall be allowed for each sorter, exclusive of any portion 
screened off. 

With regard to the above rules, the following memorandum had 
been drawn up by the Wool Supply Committee for presentation 
to the Home ce :— 


MEMORANDUM prepared by the Bradford Chamber of Commerce 
‘and the Bradford and District Trade and Labour Council 
jointly as to the special rules for wool-sorting recently issued 

__ by the Home Office. 
This memorandum is the outcome of a meeting held on the 
14th April 1897, at which the Wool Supply Committee of the 
Bradford Chamber of Commerce received a deputation repre- 
senting the Bradford and District Trade and Labour Council 
and the Bradford Woolsorters’ Union, The proposed special 
rules were fully discussed at that. meeting, and at meetings held 
subsequently the following resolutions were unanimously am 

These resolutions have since been ratified by the councils of the 

respective bodies :— 

~. Rule 2. It is urged that the comma after the word “ East 
Indian” should be deleted. This comma has evidently been 
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inserted by mistake. It does not appear in the Bradford 
regulations, which read “East Indian cashmere.” Were the- 
comma left in the regulations would apply to all other kinds ot 
East Indian wool, which is unnecessary. 


Rule 3. It is desirable that the first portion of this’ clause 
should read: “ Van mohair shall be washed and sortéil’ while 
“ damp. Persian, damaged wool or hair, fallen fleeces, and 
* foreign skin-wool or hair of the descriptions named in Rules 2 
and 4 shall be washed or disinfected before being sorted.” This 
is practically the rule as it stands in the existing Bradford 
regulations. 

Rule 4 It is suggested that the first portion of this clause 
should read: “ No alpaca, pelitan, East Indian cashmere, Persian, 
* camel hair, or mohair shall be sorted except in rooms provided 
with ee Te) arranged that each sorting-board shall 
« be independently connected with the extracting shaft by means. 
“ of afunnel-shaped opening not less than 10 ins. diameter at 
“ the top, in such manner that the dust may be drawn down- 
“ wards.” It is also suggested that the numerals 25 (in line 6. 
of the official print) should be altered to 75, so as to read: “Not 
less than 75 cubic feet of air per minute.” It is generall 
admitted that an’ opening 4 ins. in diameter is too small, and it 
is contended that the quantity of ‘air passing through the openin 
should not be less than 75 cable feet per minute. “tt is mingsaoed 
that the “note” (lines 8 and 9) might be dispensed with, It is. 


unnecessary, — that the quantity of air to pass through the 
e 


opening is specified in the rule. 
Rule 5. It is suggested that the following words be added to. 


this clause: ‘“* All in which dangerous wool or hair has been. 
imported shall be picked clean, and not brushed.” = 

Rule 8a, It is suggested that the following new rule should b 
inserted : “ The sorting-rooms shall be heated so that the normal: 
temperature shall be from 50 to 60 ar yl It is true that the 
Factory and Workshop Act, 1895, provides for the room being kept 
at a “reasonable” temperature, but in the present case it is con-- 
a desirable to have the normal temperature specified as. 
apove. 
Notification —It will be noted that Rules 1, 8, and 9° as 
now stand would apply to English, Australasian, and, in fact; 
kinds of innocuous wools, which is obviously not the intention of 
the framers of the rules. It is, therefore, suggested that a. 
‘notification should be inserted either at the head or at the foot of 
the rules to the effect that “these rules apply only to the 
“ dangerous classes of wool or -hair ‘specified in Riles 2, 3, and 
“ 4, and to the rooms in which the sorting of such wool or hair is 

The secretary also read the minutes of the Spinners’, Manu- 
facturers’, and Yarn Merchants’ sections, from which it appeared 
that these three sections had, after various meetings, resolved to. 
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ent the council to adopt the following yarn contract 
rules :-— 
Rule 1. In case of dispute as to counts, length, weight, or 
condition the yarn shall be tested by and according to the rules - 
| Be for the time being of the Bradford conditioning-house, and its 
7 certificates shall be binding on both parties, who, however, shall 
have the right to be represented when the samples to be tested 
are drawn. 
| Rule 2. Either buyer or seller has the right to ask the Bradford 
| conditioning-house to repeat the test, and in that case the average 
‘result of the test shall be taken as final, and binding on both 


ties. 

Rule 3. The seller, on giving due notice to the buyer, has the 
right to replace rejected yarn if he is able to do so within the 
original time of delivery, and free of all expenses to the buyer. 

Rule 4. If “delivery as required” is specified, or if no time is 
specified, at least two-thirds. of the contract must be completed 
within six months, and the remainder within a further three 
| months, and particulars furnished accordingly. 
| Rule 5. In case of dispute regarding the carrying out of any 
: - of the above rules, or as to whether a delivery may or may not 

| 


be rejected for any cause not mentioned in the above rules, or as 
to what damages shall be paid for breach of contract, the same 
shall be settled by arbitration under the arbitration rules for the 
if time being of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce. 

I Rule 6. These rules shall be known as the “ Bradford Chamber 
| of Commerce Yarn Contract Rules.” 

= The above rules were adopted unanimously. 


i Bristol—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
April 26 last, under the presidency of the Mayor, who, in a- 
speech moving the adoption of the report, said it was a most 
borate document, and might be described as a year’s history 
of the trade of the city and district. Over forty distinct sub- 
1 i jects were dealt with in it, and the information it contained 
1; could not fail to be imetructivée to the members. Dealing with 
the work of the Board of Conciliation and Arbitration, he said 
that if the Chamber could be the means of bringing about 
between employers and employed a good understanding, and a 
settlement of any disputes that might arise, thereby preventing 
strikes and ill-feeling, they would serve a purpose which was in 
itself worthy of the highest effort, and for which the working 
classes and the whole community could not be too thankful. He 
congratulated the Chamber on the fact that it had a 
number of subscribers than ever before. Having supported the 
reduction of the postage to the colonies, the Mayor referred to 
the forthcoming Cabot celebration, and concluded with expres- 
sions of loyalty on the Queen attaining her long reign. 
Liverpool A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber was recently held, Mr. Ellis 
Edwards in the chair. 
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A letter from Mr. Chamberlain was read acknowledging a copy 
of a resolution passed by the section on the subject of the Lagos 
Railway and its terminus on the coast. The letter stated that 
the country beyond Otta is being surveyed with a view to the 
extension of the railway to Abeokuta, and that the construction 
of the Denton bridge bas already been begun. A letter from 
es states that the railway is progressing well, also the Denton 
bridge, but that the Carter bridge is hardly likely tv be begun 
until the rainy season is over. 

A further letter from the Colonial Office was read saying, in 
connection with the matter of training natives for railway service 
on the West Coast, that two native lads from the Gold Coast are 
on their way to this country en ruute for Ceylon, for the purpose 
of undergoing a course of technical training. A letter from Mr. 
Chamberlain, dated April 17, was read acknowledging receipt of 
letter from the committee, stating that they are strongly in favour 
of the abolition of the duty levied on goods in transit through 
Lagos. The letter enclosed a copy of the Customs Tariff 

inance, 1897, fixing the following transit duties, viz.:—1ljd. 

per gallon on spirits, 1d. per Ib. on thibie, and 1}d. per cent. ad 

valorem on other goods. It was remarked that the duty of 1}d. 

per cent. on general goods appeared to Mr. Chamberlain tu be a 

moderate one, which is not likely to act as an obstacle to trade in 

view of the comparative advantage of and Kotonu, and 
that as the question of the duties had only just been settled, after 
careful consideration, Mr. Chamberlain considers that the new 
tariff should be allowed a fair trial. The question of the assimi- 
lation of duties at Lagos and Porto Novo was discussed, and it 
was resolved to draw the attention of the Government again to 

the agreement with France, which provisionally arranged that an 
effort should be made to effect this assimilation. 

A letter was read from the Foreign Office saying, with regard 
to the matter of the renewal of the Verdier and Daumas con-. 
cessions, that a copy of the committee’s letter on the subject has- 
been forwarded to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris with 
instructions to take such steps as he may deem advisable in further- - 
ance of the British interests which are affected by the concessions. 
A letter was read from the Foreign Office stating that the ques- 
tion of the relations between the Royal Niger Sieg es and the 
inhabitants of Brass is being considered by Lord Salisbury. A 
eopy of a Bill to regulate the administration of public land in the 
Gold Coast Colony, to define certain interests therein, and to 
constitute a Concessions’ Court, was laid before the committee. 


The annual meeting of the Chamber was held on 3rd May 
last, Mr. F. C. Danson in the chair. 

The President, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke at 
length on the proceedings of the Chamber during the precediug 
12 months. Heferring especially to the shipping at the port of 
Liverpool itself, he said that, according to a return furnished by 
the Secretary of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, the 
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entered for the nine months — Ist April 1897 was 
7,161,850 tons; the tonnage entered for the nine months in the 
corresponding period of 1896 had been 6,968,997 tons, the 
increase in nine months being 192,853 tons. Tonnage rates for 
the nine months ending Ist April 1897, 356,016/.; tonnage 
rates for the corresponding period of 1896, 341,117/; increase in 
the nine months, 14,8997. Dock rates and town dues for the 
nine months ending Ist April 1897, 457,423/.; dock rates and 
town dues for the corresponding period of 1896, 447,181/.; 
increase in the nine months, 10,242/. Total revenue from tonnage 
rates and dock rates and town dues for the nine months ending 
Ist April 1897, 813,439/, against for the corresponding period of 
1896, 788,298/. ; increase for the nine months, 25,1412. This he 
considered to be an extremely satisfactory return, especially in 
view of the fact that at the commencement of the period which 
shows the above increase of 25,141/. the Board made a reduction 
in the rates on cotton, which it was estimated would amount to 
some 30,000/, per annum. ° 


London.—The first meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
since the annual general meeting was held at Botolph House, 
E.C., on the 6th May, amongst Bess present being Sir A. K. 
Rollit, M.P. (president); Sir §. Montagu, M.P., Sir E, H. 
Carbutt, Baron G. de Reuter, Mr. W. H. Williams, Mr. James 
Chambers (vice-president), Mr. David Howard (vice-president), 
Major S. Flood-Page, Messrs. Ruffer, FE. L. Weigall, 
C. Charleton, A. Sclanders, M. Mowat, A. Serena, H. Coke, 
C. C. Douglas, J. A. Ewen, H. A. Abrahams, A. J. Hollington, 
W. Cooper, R. Wales, W. J. Thompson, junr. E. J. Gillespie, 
B. S. Olding, and J. Innes Rogers. The Council passed a vote 
of sympathy and condolence with the French nation and with the 
sufferers by the great fire in Paris, and decided that letters in 
this sense should be forwarded to the British and French Chambers 
of Commerce in Paris, Votes of thanks having been passed to 
the officers for their services uti Se B ae year, Mr. W. H. 
Williams was re-elected chairman; Mr. T. F. Blackwell, vice- 
chairman ; and Mr. W. J..Thompson, junr., treasurer for the ensuin 

ear. A report was presented on the exhibition of Coloni 

samples which had been held in the Chamber’s rooms since the 
26th ult., and visited by over 500 persons. On the recommenda- 
tion of the Meat and Cattle Trade Section the Council approved of 
steps being taken to oppose the Agricultural Produce (Marks) 
Bill. Arrangements for the Chamber’s banquet to the Colonial 
Premiers on the 9th of July in connection with the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations were approved. Amongst other subjects 
dealt with were: Bills of Lading Reform, the New County Court 
Rules, the Canadian Tariff, Slavery. in Zanzibar, Merchandise 
Marks, the Railway Clearing House Bill, and evidence before the 
Royal Commission on Local Taxation. 


Macclesfield—The annual qe Se this Chamber was held on 
April 26 last, Mr. Cameron in the chair. 
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Mr. Cameron was re-elected president for the current year, and, 
in a speech thanking the Ohanibee, said that Chambers of Com- 
merce to-day were in a different position to that which they had ever 
occupied during the presidency of any of his predecessors, Cham- 
bers simply existed before; they had no legal constitution in the 
country ; but now, as he had tried to point out on several 
occasions, they were the properly recognised medium whereby 
anyone connected with the trade might approach the Government 
in order to bring to notice any matter of trade or manufacture in 
which they were e ed. He traced the history of Chambers 
of Commerce from the end of the 14th or the beginning of the 
15th century, and remarked that so far as the United Kingdom 
was concerned, they were, like many another good thing, born in 
Scotland, Glasgow having the first Chamber in 1783. 


Manchester —The ag meeting of this Chamber was held 
on 3rd May last, Mr. W. H. Holland in the chair, The chairman 
in his address reviewed the subjects which had occupied the 
attention of the Board since the annual meeting in February, 
giving special attention to the question of British patent law and 
oreign competition. 

Dr. Pankhurst complimented the Chamber on the service it 
had rendered not only to this district, but to the whole of the 
-country, by the deputation that waited upon the authorities in 
London in respect of the British patent law and foreign com- 
petition. He did not know if there ever was a subject so simple 
in its statement and yet so weighty in its effect as this subject 
-of British patent law and foreign competition. We could and 
ought to have the best patent law system that could possibly be 
made. We had the knowledge, the inventive faculty, and the 
business aptitude that should give the patent enterprise in this 
country practical supremacy. ‘To-day the whole oe of the 
world was’ keing directed to the extension of our knowledge of 
nature’s laws. Side by side with that was an immense fertility of 
resdurce, which was incidentally turning that scientific knowledge 
into scientific power, and almost at the time that scientific know- 
ledge was turned into power it was turned into direct industrial 
activity, and at that moment a patent law was wanted to take up 
the inventions, place them under the patent law system, and thus 
secure that if a patent were granted on simple terms—making it 
as easy to patent an invention as to form a company—the results 
would be advantageous to all coneerned. 


XXIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 


1. Return. Life Assurance Companies, 147, Price 3s, 5}d. 


This is an annual return prepared by the Finance Department 
of the Board of Trade. It contains statements of account and of 
lif assurance and annuity business, and abstracts of actuarial 
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reports deposited with the Board of Trade, under “The Life 
Assurance Companies Act, 1870,” during the year ended 31st 
December 1896. 

The total number of companies appearing in the summary to 
the present return is 93, of which 82 have been classed as ordinary, 
6 as industrial, and 5 appear in both classes, the returns of these 
companies showing the ordinary and industrial business separately. 
The returns of the “ Absolute” are included for the first time. 

During the year three names have been added to the official 
list of companies, viz. :— 

The Scottish Accident Assurance Company, Limited ; 

The British Life Office, Limited ; 

The Vulcan Boiler and General Insurance Company, Limited. 
In these cases the Board of Trade have issued their warrant 
under the provisions of section 1 of the Life Assurance Co.npanies 
Act, 1872. 

2. Patent Office. Fourteenth Report of the Comptroller- General 
of Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, with Appendices, for the 
Fear 1896. (C—8411.) Price 24d. 

This annual report is issued by the Comptroller of the Patient 
Office, in pursuance of the requirements of the 102nd section of 
the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
c. 57). 

The following statement shows the total number of applications 


for Patents, Designs, and trade marks, and amount of gross receipts 
and expenditure, in each year, from 1884 to 1896 inclusive:— 


Trade Gross Ex- 


Patents. 


No. £ £ 
17,110 7,104 Soi 
16,101 8,026 7,739 
17,176 10,677 *109,567 
18,059 10,586 81,577 
19,089 13,815 "88,994 
21,004 ’ 11,316 79,286 
21,309 10,258 ‘ 83,240 
22,878 10,787 *103,180 
24,179 9,101 *96,822 
25,107 8,675 *95,108 
25,386 8,013 *96,092 
25,062 8,272 *100,671 
30,194 9,466 *96,354 


It is stated in the Report that the number of applications for 
Patents, which in 1895 showed a decrease of 324 upon that of the 
previous year, increased in 1896 by 5,132, av increment four 
times as large as the average yearly increment. During the last 


* Including expenditure on account of new offices and buildings. 
+ The diminution in the gross receipts was caused by a reduction in the amount of 
renewal fees in respect of patents. 


; 
‘ 
| 
Single. | Sets, Marks. | Receipts. | penditure. ; 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
: 1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 ‘ 
1896 | | 


May 1897.) RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 613 


two months of 1896 the applications came in at the unprecedented 
rate of 700 per week, the total for the year being 30,194. It is 
worth noting that the increase of 1896, like the decrease of 1895, 
was mainly in provisional specifications, which show an increase of 
4,677, or 22°6 per cent., while the complete es accom- 
panying applications show an increase of only 452, or 10:4 per 
cent. The principal cause of the rise in Patent applicationg is to 
be found, it is stated, in the development of the cycle industry, to 
which more than 5,000 of the inventions have reference. 

Turning to the table of countries from which the applications 
are derived, a considerable increase will be observed in the 
number of applications coming from Ireland, from all the 
Australian colonies except Queensland, from Canada, Natal, and 
New Zealand ; and a certain increase in those coming from the 
principal foreign States. On the other hand, the applications 
from Denmark and Mexico show a diminution, while Japan, 
which in 1895 contributed five applications, in 1896 contributed 
nothing. 

Six hundred and ninety-one, or 2°3 per cent., of the total 
number of applications, were made by women during the year ; 
about 153 being for inventions connected with articles of dress. 

The total number of applications for Patents, and the number 
of patents remaining in force in each year under the Acts of 1852 
and 1883 are given in Appendices E. and F. to the present report ; 
and the relative proportions of provisional and complete specifica- 
tions filed under the Act of 1883 are set forth in Appendix G. 
Appendices H., H'., and I., I', show the number of patents kept 
in force and the number which expired in each year, in consequence 
of the payment or non-payment of the prescribed renewal fees. 

The number of applications for patents in this country received 
from inventors residing in other States of the Union, under the 
provisions of the International Convention of 1883, amounted to 
247. 

One hundred and twenty-two applications for amendments of 
specifications before the sealing of the patent and 103 applications 
for amendments after sealing were made during the year. 

Three applications were made to the Privy Council in 1896 for 
extensions of the terms of the patents, all of which were refused. 

The number of readers frequenting the Patent Office Library 
during the year was 113,397, or an increase of 5,112 as compared 
with the previous year. 34,610 persons availed themselves of the 
use of the Library after 4 o’clock. 

The number of Designs applied for during the year amounted 
to 21,738, exclusive of 1,111 “sets” of designs. In the previous 
year, 20,507 single designs and 910 “ sets” were applied for. The 
term “set” includes any number of articles ordinarily on sale 
together, irrespective of the varieties of the size or arrangement in 
~~ the particular design may be shown on each separate 
article. 

The total number of applications for the registration of trade 
marks during the year (including 133 applications to the Cutler’s 
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Company of Sheffield) was 9,466, as compared with 8,272 appli- 
cations in the previous year, mn 


3. Emigration and Immigration. Copy of Statistical Tables 
relating to the Emigration and Immigration from and into the- 
United Kingdom in the year 1896,. and Report to the Board of 
Tradg thereon. 165. Price 6d. ; 


These are the usual tables, together with the report thereon, 
which are prepared and issued annually by the Statistical Depart-. 
ment of the Board of Trade. The present issue gives the details 
for the year 1896, with comparative tables for previous years.. 
The information given is, it is stated, grouped as usual in two 
divisions, one (Part I.) relating to the movement to which the 
words “emigration ” and “immigration ” were originally restricted 
in this annual return, that of persons going to and coming from. 
countries out of Europe ; the other (Part IT.) relating to passenger 
intercourse between the United Kingdom and the Continent of. 
Europe. 


4, International Code of Signals Committee. Third and Final’ 
Report of the Committee to the Secretary of the Board of' Trade; 
(C.—8354.) Price 2d. 

The present return gives the third and final Report of the 
Committee which was appointed by the President of the Board of 
Trade in December 1887, to bring the International Code of 
Signals book up to date, and to consider the question of establish- 
ing a system of night signals, and a system of course-indicating 
sound signals. 

In the revised edition of the code which was issued with the 
first report of the Committee in January 1889, no change of 
importance from the current edition of the signal book, or so-called 
old code, was made. Tke Committee practically confined themselves. 
to excising obsolete signals and replacing them by signals which. 
were demanded by modern requirements. No addition was made- 
to the number of the code flags, and the chief difference between 
the revised code of 1889 and the old code consisted in the 
rearrangement of the si 

This revised edition was forwarded, on the recommendation of 
the Committee, to the foreign maritime powers and to the British 
colonies, and a statement showing the nature of the replies received: 
was printed with the second Report, which was issued in July 1892. 

In the present Report the Committee give a general outline and. 
review of the objects and purposes of the new code,.and they 
recommend that the use of that code should be introduced on the. 
1st of January 1900, a date sufficiently distant to allow of the code 
being translated into foreign languages. They also recommend 
that from the beginning of that year no further copies of the old. 
code should be issued, and that after the 31st December i901 the 
old code should be considered as obsolete, and that signals taken 
from it should be disregarded. During the transition period from 
Ist January 1900 to 3lst December 1901, they recommend that. 


d 
j 
: 
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the use of the new code should be indicated by hoisting the present 
code pennant with the fly tied to the halyards anda black ball, or 
shape resembling a ball, over it. si 

The report now issued is dated September 1896. . 


5. General Index to Treaty Series 1892-1896. Treaty Series 
No. 2, 1897, (C.—8336.) Price 3}d. 


This return has been prepared by the Foreign Office, and refers 
to the treaty engagements and the conventiens which have been 
entered into by this country in the period 1892-1896. 

In an introductory note it is stated that each entry has 
reference to a treaty engagement between Great Britain anda 
foreign State. 

The arrangement is alphabetical. The first column (capitals) 
includes both countries and subjects, and the second column 
(italics) refers to the corresponding subjects and countries. When 
the word in italics is the name of a country, the treaty engage- 
ment is with that country, the word in capitals referring to the 
subject. When the word in italics refers to the subject;.the 
treaty engagement is with the country whose name is printed in 
capitals, 

Thus— 

1, AFGHANISTAN, Russia. Exonanee or Notes. 


4, BELGIUM. Extradition. CONVENTION. 


refer (1) to an exchange of notes with Russia on the subject of 
Afghanistan; (2) to a convention with Belgium respecting 
extradition. 


6. Reports from Her Majesty’s Consular Officers in China on 
the Trade in Textile Goods, Part I. China, No. 1. 1897. 
(C.—8397.) Price 2d. 


This is a return containing the replies which have been received 
from Her Majesty’s Consuls in China in reply to a circular 
addressed to them in February 1896 by the Foriegn Office, in 
consequence of an application made by the Nottingham Chamber 
of Commerce requesting that reports may be obtained as to the 
textile goods supplied or required in different parts of China, 
with regard more particularly to lace and hosiery, and instructing 
Her Majesty’s Consuls in China to do what they can to procure 
the information desired and to furnish a report on the subject. 
The present issue gives in extenso the replies which have been 
received from the following places, viz. :—Amoy, Canton, Chefoo, 
Chungking, Foochow, Hankow, Ichang, Ningpo, Seoul, Shanghae, 
and Tamsui. 

In a note it is stated that replies from Chingkiang, Kiukiang, 
Newchang, Pakhoi, Swatow, Tien-tsin, Wenchow, and Wuku 
have not yet reached the Foreign Office. They will be published 
when received, 


is 
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XXIV.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Be.erum.—The Board. of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s representative at Brussels, enclosing copy of a 
Royal Decree published in the “ Moniteur Belge” of the 22nd 
instant, modifying the Royal Decree of the 8th January last, 
respecting the importation and transit of goods from East Indian 
ports (excepting Ceylon) during the existence of the plague, cop 
of which was published in the “ London Gazette” of the 19t 
January last. 

The above decree can be inspected at the Fisheries Department 
of the Board of Trade any week-day between the hours of 11 
and 5. 

Roumania.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following copy of a 
telegram from Her Majesty’s representative at Bucharest, viz., 
** New jute bags packed in bales by hydraulic pressure comin 
“ from districts not infected by plague in India will be admitt 
“ without disinfection ; vessels coming direct from India will only 
“ be admitted to port of Sulina.” . 

GrpraLTar.—The Board of Trade have received through the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a copy of a telegram from 
the Governor of Gibraltar, reporting that vessels from Calcutta 
and other eastward Indian ports get pratique if provided with 
clean bill of health, and have good health on board. , 


XXV.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Marts For THE West anv Soutnu-West Coasts 
oF AFRIOA. 


The following table shows the places for which. mails will be 
despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the month of May, 
1897 :-— 

Wednesday, 19i1h May:—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, . 
*Sherbro, Monrovia, Sinoe, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Lahou, Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, 
Assinie, Axim, *Cape Cuast Castle, Elmina, Salt Pond, *Accra, 
Pram Pram, Addah, Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, 
Grand Popo, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 22nd May.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Furcados, Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Opvbo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and Brass ; also 
Liberia, Grand Bussam, and Assinie (supplementary mails). 

Saturday, 29th May.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, 
Warree, Brass, and Akassa, 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. an: 

* Correspondence for Sierra Lecne, Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra will 
not be sent by the steamer of the 19th of May unless specially so superscribed, 


as the direct packet leaving on the following Saturday is due at those ports some 
days earlier. 


il 
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XXVI.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forrien or THE Unitep Kinevom. 
StaTeEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unttep Kinapom during the Month and Four Months ended 
30th April 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1896. 
MontTH ENDED 30TH APRIL. 
I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
80th April 
Decrease. 


I, Animals, living (for food) yc. 
(4) Articles of food and drink, duty 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, dutiable - 
III. Metals 


IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 


V. Oils - - 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - - 
VIII. Manufactured articles 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles 
(B.) Parcel post - $ 


Total Value - 


Tl. Exports or British AND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 
| 


2 
I. Animals, living - - 78,190 
LL. Articles of food and drink - - 812,985 
Raw materials - 1,866,783 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 

(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 

-) All other i 
(F.) > articles, either manu- 
(G.) Parcel post 


Total Value 


III. Exports or Forgign anp COLONIAL 


Total Velue 7,308,181 


617 
2 2 2 
| 935,006 892,158 42,853 _ 
11,752,101 | 70,877,088 | 1,875,078 - 
2,116,859 | 7,886,e39 230,627 
284,229 280,355 3,874 
1,701,612 | 7,683,895 18,287 
608,029 528,534 79,498 ~ 
522,568 628,705 — | 10687 
5,304,501 | 7,917,840 2,607,389 
3,307,117 | 8,824,050 16,988 
7,493,368 | 6,980,600 562,763 
1,088,029 | 7,297,680 258,651 
73,141 74,801 1,160 
35,136,585 | 35,808,800| — 672,948 
3309, 
109,150 
296,327 ~ 
241,677 - 
4 83149} 
4 = 78,895 
141,020 
333,563 
28,164 
19,700,122 | 78,450,¢e7 | 1,249,895 
PRODUCE. 
5,888,068 | 1,920,119 
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I.—Foreien TRADE OF THE UNITED Kinapom—cont. 


Four Monts ENDED 30TH APRIL. 


I, Imports From Foreign CouNnTRIES AND BritisH Possessions. 


Four ended 
April 


1897. 1896. 


I, Animals, living (for food) - - 8,455,764 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 


of food and drink, duti- 


46,422,963 


7,716,788 
Tobacco, dutiable 1,248,534 
Metals - 6,687,581 


dyestuffs, and “tanning 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 81,824,920 
VII. materials for sundry industries 

and manufactures 12,590,485 
VIII. Manufactured articles 27,418,794 


IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles 4,902,434 
(B.) Parcel post - 381,418 


Total Value 148,126,442 


Il. Exports or British AND Propucze AND MANUFACTURES. 


235,586 
3,289,860 
5,441,875 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 36,722,547 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 10,549,797 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 5,259,489 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use 8,565,259 
(£.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 8,062,076 
Ff All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - 11,497,873 


(G.) Parcel post a 495,074 


Total Value 


Ii]. Exports or Forrign anp CoLoniaL PRoruce. 


£ 2 

Total Value =| 21,958,157 | 20,478,767 1,539,996 | _ 
! 


4 
i 
| 
q 
P 
2 2 
fl 201,558 
1,584,923 
650,640 = 
56,051 
582,392 
849,337 
497848 
1,424,599 - 
193,514 
1,660,647 - 
14,593 
4,838,639 
£ £ 
I, Animals, living 292,586 57,000 
II. Articles of food and drink - - | 8,469,670 179,810 a 
Raw materials - - 6,014,737 572,862 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
= 2,857,608 
655,721 
581,380 
226,694 
198,088 
61,015. 
4 
782,127 
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Il—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities and Average Prices of Bririss 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. ‘Wheat. 


Week ended 8rd April 1897 anon 
10th 41,278 
17th 41,923 
24th 34,601 


April 1897 162,831 


Corresponding month in 1896 - 113,724 
1895 188,187 


Week ended 3rd April 1897 


mi wh 


April 1897 


March 
February 
January 
December 1896 
November 
October 
September 
August 
July 

June 

May 


| 


Quantities sold. 
bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
8 18,927 2 9,289 6 
7 17,694 0 8,747 5 
4 10,481 2 6,240 
5 5,770 1 6,804 5 
3 52,872 5 30,582 3 
6 61,689 5 39,197 4 
4 55,734 1 40,257 0 
Average Prices. = 
s. d, 
i - 27 8 22 7 16 
Pa: - 27 0. 23 0 16 
24th 26 6 20 7 16 
27 3 22 1 16 
7 = 27 41 
- -| 2 & 
- - 34 62 
j - - 37 
- - - 32 4 
- - - 23 9 
7 2¢ 11 
. 7 25 1 
April 1896 - =| 10 10 13 6 
» 1895 20 5 0 142 
» 1894 24 7 3 @ 
» 1893 « 10 18 6 
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1897. 


of the Numsers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirrep Kinapom for Piaces out of 
Evrorz during the Month ended 30th April 1896, and the 
Four Months ended 30th April 1897, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 

British Cape / all for 

United Austral- | of Good corres 

Nationalities. States. North other | Total, 

America. Natal | Places, 

1895, 

Month ended 30th April. 

English om | | 605 ra 
Scotch - oe 789 133 37 271 50 1,280 1,588 
Irish - - 7,148 - 90 48 78 19 7,888 9:099 


Total of British }) | | 768 | 1008 | | 16170 | 
727 


17 416 157 5,446 8,598 


Nationalities not 
wt} 36 1 192 229 ese 
Total - | 15,646 | 2,878 msi | 2019 | 1,023 | 21,845 | 29,706 
| 3,062 604 | rose | 99706 | — 
‘onth, 1895 


Totalof British} | oo1ss | | 3118 | 6554 | 3,674 | 39,299 | 46,318 
Foreigners - - | 10,689 1,926 92 2,887 417 | 15,511 | 22,016 
Nationalities not 368 = 4 - 930 { 1,802 976 

distinguished - 

Total + |, 38,245 5,691 3,214 8,941 5,021 | 56,112 | 69,870 

| | 2605 | 9,008 | 4268 | 69810 | — 

fonths, 1895 - 


month are subject to the Annual Ret 


« 


i 
f 
q 
q 
q 
4 
Four Months ended 30th April. 
English - + -]| 10,233 | 3,266 | 2,879 | 5,171 | 3823 | 24872 | 28,897 
345 136 998 281 | 3621 | 3,970 
- | 10,089 154 108 390 70 | 10,806 | 43,97 
on 
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IV.—A.izen 1897. 


Return of the Numper of Atrens that arrived from the Conruvent at Portst in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April 1897, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. L1. 


sect. 2.) 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, | Continen Total. 
_| Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Avendel. — 
1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 7896. | 1807. | 7896.1 1897. | 1896, | 1897. | 1396. 
Month ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en 

route to America or other 

r BUS = 

Total - -| 1,041 | 7,787 430 400 550 | sos 999 943 | 1,081 716 | $4,101 | $3,289 

Aliens en route to 

ni ingdom : 

Arrived at Grimsby -| 58! 1198| 4,466] — | — | 41) 960) 1258) 4076 
- 108] 88 5 981 | 4, —| 4 2,081 | 3,768 
Other ports - = 8 30 - 646 679 | 689 
Total - -| 70| see| 2,141! — | — | 1,788| 4189| 6290 

Total of aliens en route and 

of aliens not stated to be 

on route to America or >| 1,247 | 7,387 500 see | 2,691 | 3,943 999 943 | 2,803 | 3,624 | 8,240 | 70,479 

other places out of the 

United Ki: * 
Four Months ended 30th April. 

route to America or ot! 

laces out of the United 

Kingdom 

- | 3,618 | 4,908 | 1,579 | 4,594 | 1,000 | 7,872 | 8,100 | 9,568 | 8,462 | 2,644 $18,654) 
Aliens en route to America 

or other places out of the 

United Bi iom : 

Total No. -| 1333 | 4,77¢|+ 840| see | 4269! 7,798) — | — | 4,156/ 7,085 | 10,008) 76,657 
Total of aliens en route and 

of aliens not stated to be 

| 4,946 | 5,380 | 1,919 | 7,976 6,169 | 8,940) 3,100 | #462 | 7,618 

other out of the 

U Kingdom* - 

* The distinction made this Return hd ted to be en route or v, gloom 

i i “ AY is due to the fact that a lar; mber 
out of the United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to A is due 


i i impli the 
i a settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this 


on Bm tion Immigration, Ni 
The from which Alien Lists are received are Abe lfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, G 4 
Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby. Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Livergoel, London, 
N stle, Newh North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, 8 and West Hartlepool. The 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Newhaven, and Southampton show deck passengers and persons 
after landing, proceed by train as third-class 
t number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at in the United Kingdom not en route to 


ee ee ee al om in the month of April 1897 was 1,214, and1,036 in the same month of 1896; in 
four mouths ended April 1897 the number was 3,756, and in the same months of 1896 the number was 3,448, 


4 
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V.—BaNKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumeper of Recervine Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Four Months 
— ended April 


1897. 1896. 1897. 


| No. No. | 
Total gazetted -| 833 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
cecupations :— 
Grocers, & 
Publicans paar hotel keepers, &e. 


~ 


Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e, 
Agents, and 
Solicitors 
Provision &e. - 
Confectioners 
Carpenters and joiners 
Clerks, commercial and general 
Furniture dealers and makers - 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &. 8 - 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. 
General dealers - 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers 
rs and founders, &ce. - 

Jewellers, watchmakers, importers 

silversmith, &c. - - 
Auctioneers - 
Tobacconists, &c. 
Traveliers, commercial, &e. - 


Coan flour, seed, “hay, and straw mer- 
chants and dealers ? 


Clothiers, 
Hair- dressers 


Cattle and pig dealers - 
Schoolmasters and echoolmistresses 
Contractors - 


HOBART 


» 


"4 
if 
| 
a No. No. 
1,425 
a 30 19 14 89 
| 30 16 96 109 
| 16 23 79 113 
24 14 79 é2 
fe Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 53 31 
| 
iy Bakers - - - - 35 35 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 35 28 
| 26 24 
| 25 
22 48 
| 21 29 
17 
| 16 17 
15 4 
15 19 
| 14 17 
14 21 
| 13 
| 13 12 
| 13 6 
| 7 
12 1s 
| 12 6 
17 
43 
= 
i 
Wheelwrights - - - - 
ae Directors and promoters of public 
companies - - - 
3 Ironmongers - 
ther merchants 4 
4 
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Four Months 
ended April 


1897. 1896. 


Number gazetted in pre trades and 
occupatio 
Milliners, dressmakers, &e. - 
Carriage, &c., builders - 
Officers in Arm 
Restaurant, coffee, and cating-house 
keepers 
Merchants - 
Saddlers and harness makers 
Millers - - 
Brokers, stock and share 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers 
‘Timber merchants and wool dealers 
Printers and publishers - 
Fishing-net and smack Ownnee, and 
itects and su: - 
Clerksin holy orders - - 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - 
China, giass, and earthenware, he, 
dealers - 
Stone, marble, and monument seasons 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 
Stationers 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - - 


25% 


VI.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the NumBer of AnmAts exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britain during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 


oS 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 
ear 1896, 


Four Months 
ended April 


1897, 


695 


2 
254 


115,171 485,453 


1897. | 1896. — : 
No. No. 7. No. 
2 7 7 
2 2 5 
3 7 6 ; 
1 7 10 
1 12 
2 3 73 
2 q 10 
8 
2 4 
1 — 
1 
3 2 
1 i 
' 3 
2 
1897. | 1896. | | 1896. 
‘a | No No. | No. No. 
Cattle - | 48,767 | 52,363 | 164,158 | 176,934 
Sheep - - | 10,589 | 75,249 | 45,778 43,768 
thos Swine | 51,749 | 48,484 | 264,180 | 257,040 
Horses - 8,165 3,449 | 10,181 
~ ail Mules or Jennets 2 5 
Asses - - 223 428 298 
Total - 489,719 
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VIL—Fisuery WALES. 


Sratement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April 
1897, com with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Four Months ended 
April our Months 


1896. 


412,948 
101,105 
11,508,000 


Cwts. 
| 152,010 


OTE.—The above te correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
the local officers at each place. 


Hi, 
| 
| Quantity. 
Prime fish not separately distinguished see || e747 | 
Cod - - 61,197 214,802 220,799 
Haddock 189,537 || 798405 | 835,867 
Hake - 18,887 12,208 19,974 
iy Halibut - 11,400 16,695 23,017 
Plaice 48,164 201,061 | 908,794 
- - - A 26,506 49,212 
81,270 99451 || 315,701 | 360,479 
Total - 528,103 557,004 1,822,064 | 1,975,505 
Shell No. No. No. No. 
| Other shell fish 41,099 43,779 184,987 
4 | VALUE. 
Turbot - 22,917 £4,487 89,550 101,880 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 10,285 19,198 29,644 
| Total prime fish - 88905 | 06,67 || si0.706 | 
ore || 154835 | 149,090 
i Hake 7,498 12,288 18,151 18,680 
Fish 20t_soparately distinguished, except}) 56,908 | 70887 || 251,08 | 
Total . «| 880,418 | 498,097 || 1,723,210 | 1,708,080 
9 4 14,748 18,296 
6,618 4896 35,548 22,871 
Other shell fish | 19,420 18,847 38,404 
Total - $1,144 84,447 93,380 96,130 
fl Total value of fish landed -| 561,562 | 599,544 || 1,816,500 | 4,607,780 
i} 
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VITIL—FisHery 

Statement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned 

os landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Four 

Months ended 30th April 1897, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1896. 


Four Months ended 
April 


Soles (Lemon Soles) - 
Tar - 


Fish net separately distinguished, 


Shell’ Fish 
Crabs 


Lobsters 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annua] Returns. 
97366. H 


April | 
: 1897, | 1896. 1897. | 1866. 
Quantiry. 
508 534 1,872 1,454 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 6,602 6,188 20,379 87,959 
Haddock - 69,276 82,9e2 401,950 448,074 
Halibut - - 5,989 9,665 12,108 
Herrings 8,049 15,750 94,706 129,989 ‘ 
Ting 29,602 28,337 64,327 58,038 
Mackerel - - . 48 55 187 283 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 9,848 8,852 28,925 24,074 
Skate - 12,700 33,471 81,137 
Sparling - 9 209 92 
Sprats_- 4 15 29,932 
Torsk Tusk 2,009 2,512 2,960 8,259 
2,867 8,146 11,089 16,487 
5,068 16,885 17,846 
-| 280,927 | ess,oss || 938,049 | 1,083,55 
. 4 
- 49,800 24,600 164,476 118,462 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - 6,481 7,438 21,794 25,679 
VALUE. ; 
3 4097 12,41 
Cod ‘ 24,197 20,044 84,202 83,530 
7,869 19,118 | 14,460 
g 3,227 1,982 10,546 8,690 
Torsk (Tusk) 283 849 492 494 
Whiting - 1,559 1,285 5,997 6,384 
Total 97,779 "89,140 392,927 890,599 
Crabs 3,712 8517 5,271 6,395 
Lobsters 3,653 2,757 9,280 8,418 
Other shell fish 1,530 1,534 4,745 5,876 
Total 10,669 9442 27,590 29,528 
Total valueoffish landed ,| 108,448 98608 || 420,517 | 420,187 
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IX.—FispHery Statistics.—IRE LAND. 


Sratement of the ToraL Quantity and of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April 1897, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1896. 


Norg.—The above are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual the local officers at each place, 


| 626 
Four Months ended 
i 1897. | 1896. 1897. | 1896. 
Quantiry. 
Cwis. | Outs. || Owts. | Cute. 
Total prime fish 299 251 901 
Whiting - 315 680 2,727 4,92 
4 separately 3,880 4,099 15,088 19,018 
Total - -| 71,986 47,694 138,458 98,428 
f Shell Fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 8,567 24,979 9,438 28,119 
Lobsters 6,158 9,806 18,026 20,782 
Oysters -| 52,800 127,709 121,150 
Owts, | || | 
Other shell fish 1,180 1,699 5,864 8,090 
VALE. 
Total prime fish - - 838 1,168 3,044 3,480 
Hake - 88 76 438 356 
| 
| 
ting - 185 438 1,768 12,668 
Total - -| 38,495 83,250 64,695 59,298 
Other shel) fish 208 1,138 
Total 524 1016 2,108 8,015 
Total valueoffishianded - 38,949 84,266 66,803 62,310 
| 
# 
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X.—Corrox Rerurns.—Aprit 1897. 


Return of the Numper of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporren, 
Forwarpep from Ports to and Returnep to 
Ports during the Month and Four Months ended April 1897 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 


Month of Four Months ended 
April April 


1897, ° 1896. 


No. 
145,511 
19,692 
12,780 
34,426 
1,341 


218,750 


19,526 60,040 
00 


2,850 
8,612 4,363 17,854 
6,992 42,812 
1,289 10,147 


31,419 183,203 


Forwarpzp from Ports to Intanp Towns. 


210,010 898,358 
7,450 21,100 
10,843 6,663 17,102 
26,394 1161 4p 
9,418 38,686 


268,615 1,147,527 | 1,094,440 


Forwanrpep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 


185 
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No. No. No, 

American - 242,988 1,274,786 1,188,773 

Brazilian - - 3,242 40,676 24,388 

East Indian 26,907 40,546 65,615 

ig - 21,695 162,627 161,370 
~ - 2,575 15,216 18,038 
Total p> 297,407 1,588,851 1,403,184 
Exports. 
American - 
Brazilian - - 
East Indian - - 
eous - | 
Tol 
American 
Brazilian - - 

American - - - = 1,016 798 

Brazilian - ~ 7 

East Indian - - -- 4 

53 52 123 240 

Total 225 937 1,179 1,098 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imports anD Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CountTRIESs in the latest Month for which Returns ~ 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, ~ 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira =9,%,d. 
Gulden = Is. 8d.; Drachma = 9,,d.; Lew = ; L. 
Egyptian = 1/. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


Value for the Month. Leerpeate for Porlod of the 


| 


Roubles 45,751,000 498,104,000 453,191,000 
1897) (1896 (1897) 1896) 
Frs. 349,403,000 1,031,653,000 | 7,038,378,000 
Milreis - 4,271,000 7,633,000 7:414,000 
Lire ~- 101,670,000 271,529,000 276,280,000 
Gulden - 64,985,000 178,229,000 182,957,000 
1896) (1896) 
Drehms, 10,088,000 109,610,000 


624, 
(1897) 
Rupees 5,30,30,116 


Il.—Exporrs. 


! | 
1896 (1895) 

Roubles 
(1897) (1896) 

+ 322,548,000 | 377,175,000 | 

Milreis - 2,337,000 

Lire - 97,418,000 

Gulden 73,610,000 
1896 


) 
Drehms. (51,000 


United States 
Mexico - 
British India* «| Feb. 11,49,03,478 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


g.—The figures are those of the “special” imperts and exports, except in the case of 
FE ai the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imiports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


4 
| 
| Russia in Europe - | Nov. - | 
France «| March - 

Portugal - - Feb. -| 
| Italy - -  -| March-| 
Austria-Hungary - | March - | 
4 Greece - - | Dec. - | 
Bulgaria - - Dec. - Lew 7,931,000| 5,900,000 || 76,530,000) 69,020,000 
q - Aug. + 738000] 5,617,000| 6,02 
United States - ~-| March -| Dollars - 76,373,000 a 186,963,000 | 797,587,000 

(1896) 7895) | (1896) (1898) 

H Mexico - -| Nov. - | 8,683,000 | 46,133,000 32,800,000 
(7896) (1897) (1896) 

British India* Feb. - | 5:76,06,880 | 66,30,86,008 62,63,09,087 

| | (1896) 

| France +| March - | 823,384,000 | 85,857,000 
Portugal - - Feb. .| 4,033,000 4,270,000- 

Italy - «| March- 262,856,000 | 246,936,000 

h- 184,589,000 

Austria-Hungary Mare | 
Greece -| Dee. 6,258,000 || 72,860,000 | 77,786,000 

Bulgaria - + -| Dec. -| Lew - | 108,740,000 | 77,686,000 
4 . -| LE. 335,000 366, 7,829,000 6,363,000 

Egypt | (1897) (7896) | (1897) (1896) 

|| 261,182,000 240,246,000 
i | (1896) (ao) 

I | 94,095,000 92,034,000 

(1897) (1896) 

93,68,75,888 | 7,02,84,5%,619 
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XIL—Foreicn Traps or Inptia, 


Imports into from COUNTRIES. 


Eleven Months, 1st April 
toend of February, 


1895-96, 1896-97. 


R. 
I,—Animals, living 


{1.—Articles of food and drink — 


Other articles 
I1I.—Metais and manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) - 

Metals - 


Machinery and mill-work - 


(ber Gover 


{V.—Chemicals, d 


8,13,60,668 
23,98,94,947 


10,71,22,075° 


Total of all {mports - 65,30,86,006 3,67,76,919 


629 
| Increase. | Decrease. 
| 
R. R. 
122 6,01,074 
| 5,15,13,588 | 5,22,25,011 7,11,423 - 
1,34,61,417 1,42,49,50 7,388,087 
5,90,59,006 | 5,03,47,176 87,11,830 
2,92,02,645 | 3,28,61,919 36,59,276 
1,40,82,811 | 2,08,48,171 68,15,360 
Mineral - - | 2,79,78,069 | 2,89,57,057 9,78,988 
Otheroils - 15,40,567 31,23,598 15,83,031 
Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - «| 447,904,192 3,37,35,920 = 1,10,58,272 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyarn- - «+ 47,686,849 
Cotton piece goods - = | 19,76,50,600 4,22,44,347 poe: 
Otherarticles - - 10,93,55,448 | 22,33,373 
|| 
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XII.—Fore1en Traps or 


Exports of Inp1an Propuce and MANuFACTURE from 
BritisH Inpia to Fore1IGN COUNTRIES. 


Eleven M st Apri 
tothe end of February. 


1896-97. 


I.—Animals—living 


IL.—Articles of food and drink— 


qq 
630 
4 
4 1895-96, | a 
$$ 
i 
R. R. R. 
1474908 | 16,028,807 1,538,989 
Rice - - =| 11,1887872 | 9,68,02,710 - 1,50,35,162 
i. Wheat -| 38092506 | 2,97 46,058 
Tea - - - =| 7,59,89,801 | 8,08,39,585 |  43,99,784 
| Other articles - =| 41981,897 | 3,78,36,645 38,04,742 
| IIL,—Metals and manufactures of -| 10,6484 | 18,15,508 | 20754 — 
1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narco and 
| Opium - - - =| 7,79,85,144 | 7,88,80,248 40,54,901 
Indigo - -| | 3,70,97,607 - 1,46,79,487 
| Otherarticles- - 1,53,84408 | 1,36,02,745 - 16,81,658 
a - - - =| 6599878 |  54,50,048 on 11,89,880 
i VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - — | — 87,17,408 
Jute- - 99607901 | |  45,65,130 
Oilseeds - 964,51,107 | 7,61,87,758 1,08,18,354 
| Other articles - - | 7,65,78,698 | 6,91,26,837 74,489,861 
ViL—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn- 6,08,96490 | 689,25,090 | 83,98,600 
Cotton piece goods - -| 1,39,68,331 | 1,11,87,390 27,80,941 
| Other articles - | 11,30,95,925 | 10,76,81,984 54,138,041 
i Total of all Exports - | 98,60,39,014 | 89,93,79,870 - 8,66,59,144 
| 
| 
: 4 
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XXVII—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


AnnvuaL SERIES. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her or gt 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. 


1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 Reykavik (Toeland) 
1882 
1883 - 


bo 
§ 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


Belgium.—Report on the PMctallengien Industries of the 
Province of Liége during 1895 
—Report on the Finances of the German African 
Colonies for 1897-98 
Germany.—Report on molasses and peat fodder - 
China.—Report on the Revenue and Expenditere of the 
on the Drink Question i in Russia 
— soap on the Economie and Financial Situation in 


German y.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Lows 

r 189. 

Netherlands.—Report on the Competition with 
British Manufactures in the Netherlands - 

Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1895-96 - 

Mexico.—Report on the branch of the 
Central Railway 

Netherlands.—Report on the Gold Industry of Dutch Guiana - 


No. | Place. | Price.|| Hi | Place: | | 
1834 | Old Calabar - -| 64d. in 
1835 | Tamsui - - - ld, 
1836 | Copenhagen - - ; 
1837 | Salonica - | 
1838 | Honolulu - § 
1839 | Buenos Ayres - - 2d. 
1840 | Para - - - 1d. 
1842 ashi - 
1843 | Berlin - - 2d. 
1844 - - 1d. 
1845 | Belgrade - -| lid. 
1846 | Dakar - d, 
1848 | Copenhagen - - 2d. 1d. 
1849 | Havre -| 2d. 2hd. 
1850 | Serajevo - . ld. 1d. 
1851 | Madrid - - -| 1d. 
1852 | La Rochelle - -| 1dd. 1d. 
1853 | Chicago : -| 44d. ld. 
1854 - - ld. ld. 
1855 erbou - | 24d, 14d. 
1856 | Beira - 
1857 | Charleston - 44. 
1858 | Saigon - - - 4 d. 
412 
1d. 
413 
ld. 
414 1d. 
415 
416 
417 4d. 
4d. 
418 
1d. 
419 
421 
1d. 
422 
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XXVIIT.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Iarding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


| Year. 


Colony. 


Falkland Islands 
ard Islands 


British New Guinea 
Victoria - 


Rodrigues 
- 


Honduras 
Turks and Caicos Islands 


§ 
§ 


Barbados 

Vincent - 
Hoss Ko Kong 
Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast 


& US| 


British Guiana 
Newfoundland - 


Leeward Islands 
Barbados 


Zululanc 


sritish J 


BB 


Bettlements 


Islands 
Trinidad and Tobago 


Falkland Islands 
Hong Ko 


traits Settlements 


British Guiana 
Sierra me - 
Jamaica 
Honduras 


Bech 
- - 
rmuda 
Islands 
British New Guinea 
Zululand 
Sierra Leone - 
Gibraltar 
Malta - 
Barbados 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Islands 
St. Helena - - 
Bahi - - 
Ho 


Islands 


British Guiana 
Gold Coast 


Goole and Botany. 
Geology an to Emigrants. 


| | an utolan: - 
| Grenada - = 1801 1% | St.Lucia - 
| St.Lucia - - 125 | St. Helena - 
| Labuan - » 126 | Ceylon 
<4 British Guiana 127 - - 
Zululand - - 128 | Grenada - - 
Mauritius - - » 129 | SierraLeone - - 
Lagos - » 130 | British Bechuanaland 
| Straits Settlements - ‘eae 
fia Ceylon 181 | British New Guinea 
| Basutoland - 132 | Lagos - 
St. Helena - 1891 183 | BritishGuiana - - 
Sierra Leone - 134 | Jamaica - - a 
| Jamaica | 1891-92} $135 | Newfoundland 
Ty | Trinidad and Tobago | 1891 136 | Gold Coast - q ; 
Newfoundland - 137 | Zululand - 
} | 1891-92] 188 | Bermuda - 
| - 1891 139 | Bahamas 4 
140 | Barbados - _ - 
|? | - 1892 141 | Turks and Caicos Islan “a 
1891 142 | Malta 
q 14 
Ei 145 
if Leeward Islands - 146 
Bahamas *_ - 147 
Trinidad and Tobago - 148 q 
Malta - 149 | 58 
bia - 150 | Lagos 
| Btraits Settlements - | Seychelles - 
ih | Grenada - - 152 | Basutoland | 1894-95 
| - 153 | Fiji_ - - 1895 
154 | St. Helena - 
| | 158 | Gold Coast : 
Ceylon - 160 - | 
Zululand 161 | q 
i Mauritius 162 | 
Labuan - - 163 | 4 
British Honduras = - 164 | 
- Lagos bd 165 | 
| Sierra Leone - 166 | | j 
7 | St. Helena - - 169 | 1895 
ii 100 | British Bechuanaland 170 | 
108 173 | j 
104 | Victoria 174 ” 
105 | Bermuda - - 175 
106 | Gambia - - 176 | 
107 Hong Kong 177 | q 
108 | St. Vincent - - 178 
i 109 | Gibraltar - - 179 
110 | Bahamas - 180 - 4 
j | Turks and Caicos Islands 181 | Trinidadand Tobago - - 
114 | Malta - - 184 | British Honduras q 
1b - 185 | Lagos - 
17 and Tobago 187 | y 
| 120 || Mauritius | 190 | amaica - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. | Subject. ‘ 
i 1 Gold Coast - +| Boonomi j 
2 |Zululana - «4 
3 Sierra Leone - 
4 a 


q 
= 
4 
a 


